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introduction

while a number of short articles and histories of silver beef

have been written they tend either to be anecdotal in character or to

emphasize the merely sensational aspects of the mining camp these

writings have failed to investigate some of the most basic sources of

information concerning this highly interesting mining epic in southern

utah therefore there remains a real need for a thoroughly researched

and documented history of silver reefbeef a need that this thesis tries
to meet

comments about silver beef are scantly recorded in mormon pioneer

diaries journals and records james G bleak mormon historian for the

southern utah colonies makes only passing mention of the considerable

gentile population in this isolated area the close contacts between

the two peoples were real enough and could not be avoided thus they

should not be ignorediga howeverored bleak probably considered silver beef

not only outside his assignment but also outside his interests the

silver reefbeef boom was only a passing episode which lay primarily outside

the pioneers goals and dreamdreams nevertheless valuable information has

been gleaned from mormon sources although even modern mormon writers have

ignored or minimized the mormongentilemormon conflictsgentile of silver beef perhaps

to avoid embarrassment on either side BeEesearchresearchbearch has revealednorevealedreveal no personal

records of the miners deposited in libraries and archives in utah but

further investigation if possible amongst privatelyownedprivately papersowned may

uncover such records however it is likely that they are sparse

interestingmining

pri ilylly

edno
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although the writer has been able to find few personal records

relating to sliversilver beef a wealth of informationormationformation has been found in new-

spapers and mining journals the silver beef echo and the silver reefbeefreey

miner newspapers printed in the town have been most valuable sources

because in that era of personal noholdsbarredno journalismholds theybarred show

much flavor and feeling that Is absent in modern periodicals the

plochepioche berecordcord of nevada filled in many items that transpired before the

silver reefbeef papers were established A few residents of silver reefbeef

and leeds have written articles of considerable value to this writer as

were also the interviews with a number of persons who lived at silver

reefbeef the harrisburg mining district records have disclosed pertinent

information concerning the origin of the mines

with the above brief introduction to the problem then this

thesis attempts to present a social political and economic history of

the boom years of silver reefbeefbeeyreey with special attention to the situation

of a nonmormonnon communitymormon surrounded by a mormon pioneer population

tran ired

ormationmatlon
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CHAPMCHAFTEB I1

THE background OF SILVER BEEF

during the brief period between 1876 and 1890 silver reefbeef was

considered one of the most lively mining camps in utah the story of

1500 hardy miners and camp followers locating in an isolated mormon

area is noteworthy in the annalsennelsenneis of southern utah history

locality and description

silver beef is situated in washington county southwestern utah

about two miles north of the little farming community of leeds and

eighteen miles northeast of sto georgeogeorge it can be reached by leaving

interstate highway 15 just north of leeds only two habitable buildings

stand today in this ghost town the ricebice building and the stately old

wells fargo building many rock foundations of the business district

of the once bustling mining camp have survived although time has almost

obliterated the streetsostreetsstre

the

etso

town whose streets were paved by nature was built on a

bouldercoveredboulder ridgecovered it is located at an elevation approximately

4000 feet just north of the ghost town is the beautiful blue pine

valley mountain rising some 10324 feet above sea level capped by more

than 3000 feet of benisemibemibenl crystaline material trachyte porphyry which

once was molten lava about four miles south of silver beef is the

arthur PF bruhn your guide to southern utahs land of color
salt lake city wheelright lithographing company 1952 p 3 see

map of washington county utah appendix E

IME

st

approxim tely

4woooj000

10 324.324

1
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virgin riverbiver running in a southwestern direction

the silverbearingsilver sandstonesbearing of the area in a geological sense

are among the most interesting mineral deposits ever discovered they

contain the only known occurrence of commerlcalcommericalmericalcom bodies of silver ore in

sandstone in the united states they also contain deposits of coppercoppery

vanadium uranium and very small traces of gold

brubabrxfltobrubnbruha states thatthatsthatt the silverbearingsilver sandstonebearing of silver beef

was exposed at the surface by the action of compressional forces which

operated from the east and west in such a manner that the earths crust

was bent upward in a magnificent fold or anticline erosion has worn

away the dome of this anticline leaving prominent hogbacks on either

side this is known as the virgin anticline silverbearingsilver sandstonebearing

lies on three sides of the anticline j viz on the east north and

west of leeds with the open end to the southwest the protruding ribs

are called reefs the most prominent of these reefs is the white

reefbeef which forms the west side of the horseshoe underlying the white

beef is the buckeye beerbeefreefreer and under it the butte beef the east side of

the horseshoe is called the east beef it was from these reefs that the

rich sandstone silver was taken on the extreme south end of the east

beef no silver has been found while on the west side low grade ore has

paul dean proctor geology of the silver beef harrisburg
mining district washington county utah utah geological and mineral-
ogical survey affiliatedaff withiliatedciliated the college of mines and mineral industriesindustrieindustries
bulletin 44 salt lake city the university of utah april 1953 p 4

bruhn op citoilcil

112

3
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been found in places up to and past the towns of harrisburg and st
li

george a distance of over twenty miles

the town of silver beef was situated near to and just east of the

white beef and the buckeye beef these two reefs had the richest mines

in the area between these two reefs ran the little mountain stream known

as quail creekgreek its waters have been used for irrigation of the fields

of leeds since its founding

climate

the silver beef region is semiaridsemi thearid winters are mild allowing

for the cultivation of figs pomegranates almonds pecanpecans and other

crops that require a mild climate the summers are hot with the tempera-

ture rising above 100loo

historical background

for a better understanding of the factors luencinginfluencingluancing this study

of silver beef and in order to see the social anaand economic influence

it had on southern utah it is necessary to study the early history of

the area

As early as 1849 southern utah was explored under the direction

of governor brigham young with view to its occupation andana settlement

between 1851854 andana 1861 most of the present towns of washington county were

charlescherlescheries M rolkerbolker the silver reefbeef district southern utah
the engineering and mining journal ZXIX hono 61ng janng 10JO 18801880ur ppap 25625

proctor

6

op cit p 7

4

m

1000 infallrainfallBa at andersonandersons ranchbanch two miles north

of leeds averages 12.691269 inches per year over a twentyseventwenty yearseven period 5

erst ing in lueniuencing

mini na-l1

5proctor

9.9
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settled by pioneers of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

the hot arid climate was soon found suitable for the cultivation of

cotton and by 1861 the sparse mormon outpostout settlementspost in the region

were reinforced by a major drive to develop cotton production in that

year brigham youngtoung called over three hundred men and their families to

settle in communitiescolcom alongunities the virgin riverbiver and to build a new town

st george st george soon became the largest communitycon inmunity the area

with a population in 1870 of 11421.142 7

the settlers began at once to grow cotton but soon found that

most of their land was needed to raise food their story of hardshipbardship

is one of the heroic episodes of utah history their attempts to control

the virgin riverbiver and bring its waters to the land for irrigation were

fraught with continual difficulty andana expense they suffered crop losses

from grasshoppers lack of water and early frosts with the coming of

the railroad and the end of the civil war cotton no longer held promise

as a money crop it could be produced much cheaper elsewhere money

was scarce almost ailallali trading was done in kind even taxes were paid
ft8with produce 0

this economic hardshiphardighardia washipbip somewhat relieved by the introduction

of grape growing anaand wine making wine particularly found a ready market

andrew karl larson I1 was called to dixie salt lake city the
deseret newshewssews press 1961 p 102

brazeltsazel7razel bradshawbradsbabradshaBrads edjba undered dixie sun panquitchpanqultchPan ubahutahquitch garfield
county mevsmewsnews 19501950y p 437

Q

andrew kazlkarlkazi larson the redbed hills of hoveabernqveitberHov Aembereaber pioneer biography
of utahs cotton towneown salt lake city deseret nevhewsnew press 1957 p 1&5

re orcedarced todevelop

bri

6

m k t

6andrev

8
karllarsonv 16

195
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in the nearby mining town of plochepioche nevada which became active about

1865 wine makingbaking was encouraged by the church authorities in order to

relieve the extreme poverty in the area while addressing the reliefbeliefbellef

society of st george in 1871874 brigham young declared

gather the grapes have a few general places at which to make
wine first by lightly pressing make a white wine then give a
heavier pressing and make colored wine then barrel up this wine
endand p if aymy counselcounsel is taken the wine will not be drunk here but
will be exported

supplying the mines with produce became an important source of cash

income for the small struggling mormon communities of southern utah

background of mining

the story of mining in the early days of utah is unique this is

largely due to the teachings and practices of the church of jesus christ

of latterdaylatter saintsday which were under constant criticism during this

period brigham toungyoungtoune president of the church was the most powerful

figure in utah and a number of the federal authorities of the territory

saw himhis as a usurper of their authority they felt that the church

had too much powerpowe over its members and they worked actively to put down

mormon control colonel patrick edward connor who in 1862 occupied utah

with a small detachment of california volunteers saw mining as an

opportunity to break mormon control of the region he believed that

precious metals could be found in utah and when found they would attract

james G bleak annals of the southern utahtotah mission book A MSNS

typewritten copy brigham young university library p 254 hereafter
cited as bleak annals

beca

M

r

fo

minta



monbomonsOmonse in a letter to

colonel BR C drumdrua san fransisco dated july 21 1864 he said

As set forth in fornerformer communications aymy policy in this territory
had been to invite hither a large gentile and loyal population
sufficient by peaceful means and through the ballot box to overwhelm
the mormons by mereacrenere force of number and thus wrest fromfros the churchchurchy
disloyal endandena traitorous to the core and absolute and tyrannical
control of temporaltemtea andporal civil affairs or at least a population
numerousnumnua enougherous to put a check on the mormon authorities 1

that colonel connor wabwasvas serious in his attempt to develop this

theory is attested to by the followingfollo
connor

wingewingO

was anxious to promote mining in the region not only to
uncover mineral wealth but to induce the entry of nonhon mormonsmoraonsmormans

I1 CZ

sallsail

fromirom

li11

populatpopulate ionlon

entrenar

antlakealtlake

lewntleant developmentdevelqpa of the region beyond the
mississippi second edition newhew york prentice railhallrali incaincj p 36

8

enough people into the territory to render the mormon vote ineffective

thus taking local control from the hands of the mormondomoraonsmormonsoMorMoramormons

he guaranteed protection to prospectors anaand even ordered that
soldiers of the several posts be allowedallowe to prospect for minesbines

when such course shall not interfere with the due and proper per
fornanceforaanceforfora ofnanceancemance their militaryaill dutiestary connor himselfhiaself discovered several
ninesaines and organized mining companies andana mining districts after his
release from the armyaray in 1866 he pursued mining interests in the
region 11

this started a keen rivalry and a mission for mining in utah which

between 1865 and 1882 opened almost every importantimportlaport oreant deposit in utah

priaarllyprimpria byarlly connors menaen

on the other hand brigham young seemsbeemsbeensseens to have included in his

plans for colonization the twin goals of isolation and self sufficiency

isolation would permitperalt the church to avoid persecution selfsufficiencyself

B

sufficiency

H Borobertshrobertserobertsobertsberts A coaprehenslve history of the church of jesus
christ of latterdaylawberlatterlabber saintsday allsaltaltail lake city deseret newshews press 1930 L
V p 61

U313.1
leroyleboy BR eafenhafen and carl coke risterbistermister western americaAa theerica

exploration settlementsett and

P

popuhtion

0

e
orderedthat

d prospactect

h elfeif
min a
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cleclacie

andana in order to get the balance of power in the district
they suddenly turned minersaihersailers and arastusbrastus snow the moreonmormon high priest
of southernofsoiithernbouthern utah cane riafiafromfram

membersmeaders

aim4im batelyiately

xichx&ch ofje8u8 rch

9

was the key to building the economic kingdonkingdoajmgdox of the saints 1 he

promoted the mining of iron coal and base metals but precious metalmetelnetelmetai

mining with its consequent booms and rushes was actively discouraged and

opposed he did not propose to have the saints turn away tromfrom the planpian

of colonization and settlement vital to the building of the kingdonkingdoaKing

to

domdoa

follow manna to the gold fields brigham young had successfully

stopped any large scale mormon participation in the california gold rush

the mothernother mining camp of silver beerbeefreefreer was piocheploche in lincoln county

nevada most of the miners of silver beetbeefreefreet ccame from piocheploche and the

mormon gentile atmosphere that later existed in southern utah was set by

the contact they had had in pioche 13

mormon settlers in the piocheploche area were the first to discover

silver there but no developae&fcdevblopneilt was attemptedatte untilartedapted colonel connor sent
tiiili14a detachment of men into the area to prospect then it seems that the

saints decided to locate chalasclalas in an attempt to keep the gentiles out

in the plochepioche record we find the following

st george accompanied by a host of
saints w endand proceeded laiaedlately upon their arrival to locate the
country and thus crowd out the gentiles 1

meabersabersMe of the church of jesusjebus christ of latterdaylatter saints will
be referred to as morainsmoraonsmorm6ho or saints throughout this paper non fenbersmenbersmembers will
be referred to as gentiles

piocheploche record d6ciiiDecdeodecemberbiberiiberembereaber 10 1876 this newspaper was published abat
plochepioche nevada and weswasvasvesweb antimormonantlantianzi mormon durineduringdur this period concerned

bleak annals ppap9.9 16062160

plochePioche

62

record op cit

12

p

build ki on

bri

ihbrder
frastuasnowthe

11 S
tolocateZ

erbera oflatte day
refe d

13pioche
J

13

15pioche



nhethe locations were declared irregular by the gentiles and

thus were dropped there were feelings between the mormons and non

mormons as a result which endedende vithwith the mormon farmers having to leave

the country in spite of this poor relationship plochepioche in time proved

to be an economic ray of sunshine to an impoverished southern utah

although the market was limited and a great distance away plochepioche pro-

vided the best outlet for the mormon farmers produce wine fruit
vegetables livestock and timber found ready buyers at plochepioche it was

not long before this economic activity becanebecame even more intense as the

discovery of the silver beef shifted it nearer the center of the mormon

settlements

thomas hinclclyhijack1y thompson reproduction of thompson and westsbests bistorhistoryhistor
of nevada 1881 withvith anin introduction by aviddavidavld F myrick berkeleyberkeleysBerke howellleys
north 195bl P 6

ithomalthoma9

10

in accordance with mormon practice the locations were laid out in

squares hintbutbukhinn all nhethethelocations
16

d

beca

re

rh 1958 1T0 9.9 4760

Uctionaction
14

jonion



CHAPTERCRUM IIU11

THE HAMUSMG MIXINGMINING DISTRICT

the little mountainmoulzoulmoui streamswalnwain calledam quail creek first attracted the

mormon settlers to the area around silver reecbeefreef nearhear the point where

this creek runs into the virgin bimerbiverRiverrimer moses harris made a settlement in

the spring of 1859 movamov U her

osgoodofgood

herdofherdon

anfn

two years later the settlers moved further up the

creek and occupied a site known as harrisburg this little farming

communitys resources werevere fewfeu and were limited by lack of good land and

water by 1864 there were only 128 souls living in harrisburg cultlvacultivacultivar

t 2ting a paltry thirtyseventhirty acressevenbeven of land in seeking more land the

settlers moved about three miles to another area aloalsoaioalboaleo watered by quail

creek which became knbsm as leeds 3 by 1870 leeds had a population of

one hundred and four persons

an accidental discovery made by john kemple was soon to change

the peaceful atmosphere of all the small struggling mormon towns of

southern utah he came from montana in 1866 with a herd of horses and

stayed for the winter in barrlsburgharrisbwg at the home of orson B adamadamsademsadem

mariettawarmad Mlettaietta marigerMarlmari sagager of three towns st georgegeorgesgeorget washington
county news n d7 P 7

2

5

bleak annaisannals p 167

tiarlger oppj cit p 25
4
bradshawBrad op citjshav cit p 120

5
mariettamariettemarlette M mariger personal interview leeds utah july 28

1962 she livedived at leeds during the silver beef boom and knew person-
ally orson B adamadamsadan

creekfirst

virginriver
1 11 ftcrt

werefev

by1864

r

d persons 4

ace al&l disc

peacefulatmosphere

fr inlm6

sagaof
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3kariger
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kemplekempie MIan experienced prospector had assaying equipment with hlahiahim and

spent consldereableconsidereable timetine in the area prospecting in 1868 purely by

accident he found silver float near harrisburg that assayed over

17000171000 to the ton however he had difficulty in locating its source

in 1870 he discovered mineral on the white beef which Is near harrisburg

and leeds his findings were unique in that silver was found in sand-

stone which at that timetimstine was considered possibleimpossiblela 7 this fact slowed

down the process of locating the rich source of his samplesaplessa kemplekempiekewpie

could not find a vein which he knew to have silver in paying quantities

he reported that there was very little confidence in his findings at an

early date and assayersassayer refused to assay the ore H H smithsalthsnith an assayer

living in shaunty beaver county received bomesoaesome rich specimens of ore

fromfram john kempiekemple and after looking at thentheathem he said kemplekemplekempie mustaustwust be
A8crazy to ask aeme to assay a sandrock the specimens were later tested

by a less skeptical mineralogist and showedshpwed values of thousands of dollars

per ton the local people of harrisburg and leeds were well aware of

kempleskemplekempie finds and became rather excited about the prospects of rich

silver in the area

ilersilver reefbeefbeeyreey miner october 29 1878 silversilvesliverslive float refers to ore
which Is detached from its source

fining review salt lake city march 15 19041904 silveraaa9 had been
found in sandstone S german mineainesnines hundredss of yearbyears before copper had
been found in russia anaand chihuahua and sinaloa old mexico also in
sandstone hutbut thewhe deposits had never been found in paying quantities
in 1870 these facts were generally unknownunlsnown to mostnost prospectors it was
believed impossible that precious metals could be found in sandstone

silver beef miner october 2929p 1878

6

earlydate
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ciacla 0

ciacla

clacia

ciacla

li11

claolg
18711876187118731871187.31871 18761873 washington county court house st george utah ppap 71671607

10

lal6

idenideaidem

mark11markmerk A pendleton MorlesmemoriesmemoriesmoriesMe of silver reefbeefreet 11 utah historical
quarterly 111IIIlii oct 1930 p 106

13

union mining district
under the leadership of john kemplekempiekewpie the union mining district

was organized in february 1871 with semuelsaauelsamuelsewuel haailtonhamilton as recorder six-

teen claims were recorded between february 1871 and october 12 1872

mostmoot of then were recorded under the namebnames of from three to fifteen
persons vithwith uhethe namesnamebnemesnenes of their wives often showing in the cladaisclalaiscl
among

alais

the mormon pioneers fromfron harrisburg and leeds who madeaade claimsclacia were

william robbbobb orson B adasadaasadamadaw sasielsanuelsamuel hamiltonhaailton elijah fuller williamwiiiiam

leany brigham Y mcmullen and E VW ellsworth fromfroal st george were

listed E G woolleyVo richerdbichardrichardolley I1 bentley jamesjaaes andrews erastus snow

and others in addition many settlers cromfrom toguerville and washington

abdeaademadenade claimsciacla of0 coursecoweecogee john kempiekemple wasvaswab praainentprcwinent in the location of

these cladasclaias however the clalsclaimceals were never developed

due to the partial destruction of the old mining claimsclalmsclacia book it
is impossible to tell the exact location of these clalmsclaims it appears

that they were near harrisburg on outcroppings at the south end of the

formation later known as the white beef these claims were roundfound to be

rather low in ilversilversliverliver content and verewerewemeveme all abandoned consequently kemplekempiekewpie

it isin reported went to the white pine district in nevada

arriaburgbarrlsburgarria miningburgbure district record book A location of clainschains
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wasvalmal I1must be built on all locations 5 the location must be recorded
within fifteen days after it was located 6 one hundred dollars
work must be done on each location a year 7 assessment work must
be completed each year which required a shaft five feet square and
fifteen feet deep to be worked for each location 8 an annual
meeting was to be held on the 3rd day of june each year to elect a

harrisburgar miningeiningrisburg district recordbecordbecard bookbo As ppap 71671607 igolal6

complecompieted

fifteenfiiteen
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harrisburg mining district
the rich sapplessaxplessamplea which john kemple had found near harrisburg were

not easily forgotten he returned in 1874 and took the lead in the

organization of a new mining district which was called the harrisburg

mining district at a meeting in the harrisburg school house june 22

1874 the organization wabwasvasvab effected

on motionnotionmotlon it vabwasvagvaswab moved that this district be imownknowirown as the harris-
burg mining district and shall be bounded as follows to wit
commencing at the harrisburg school house and running fromfroncrom there in
a due east courscoursecourb six miles distancestandedi fromfroe thence in a due north line
six miles and from thence in a due west line twelve miles from
thence in a due bouthsouthmouth line twelve miles and fromfroncromcron thence in a due
east line twelve miles and from thence in a due north line six miles
to the place of beginningofbeginning embracing an area of twelve miles square
or one hundred endand fortyfourforty squarequarefour miles the harrisburg school
house being the center of said district 12

A committee of three was elected for the purpose of drafting a

code of lawsiamsians and constitution to govern the district orson B adamadamsadan

was elected president of the district W J earleaxlearidaxl secretary john kemple

recorder the meeting was then adjourned until two oclock the following

day when they unanimously adopted a code of laws prepared by john kemple

orson B adamsadam andana wilson daily someSOMC of thesethemethede laws were asan follows s

1 1 hono location shalshall be more than fifteen hundred feet lineal
measure and three hundred feet wide 2 only one location could be
made by a person or persons on a ledge or lode 3 a notice eastmasteust be
posted on all locations telling their extent 4 a stake or monument

knownaim
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recorder and carry on other business 9 changes in the laws could
iebe made by a twothirdstwo votethirds of the miners in this district who were
present at the meet ing 3

the first claim recorded in the new mining district was as follows

saidsaiaaiasaldblabihS location commencing at a monument and notice being placed on
the ledge about three hundred yards southwestasouthwest from 0 B adamadamsadems house
harrisburg and running from thence in a northerly direction 1500

feet this ledge shall be known as the pride of the west ledge and
the kemplekempie company located junjune the l8th18thlath 1874 recorded june the
26th 1874 locaterlocator john kempiekemple 14

twentytwotwenty additionaltwo claims were made on the pride of the west

ledge all by people residing in the vicinity of harrisburg andana leeds

between june 18 and august 5 1874 15 the pride of the west ledge later
known as the white beef contained some of the richest mines of silver

beef

it is an interesting fact that two of these claims were made by

women the first named the pride of the west ledge and the susann

company was located june 29 by susann adamadams margaret J mlltonhamiltonniltonBa

sarah C mlltonhamiltonniltonBa mary J meeks esther ashbey susann barrisharrisearris loranloranaloren
dallydailydaliy and elizabeth S ellsworth of harrisburg the samesambamebam day another

group of women mostly of the leany family of harrisburg located the

ibid ppap 222522

ibid

25

p 50
15ibid ppap 5178 listed below are the next seven claimsclaim in

the order they appeared 2 no 1 southbouth pride of the west ledge and
adamsadam co 0 B adamadams 3 hono 2 south pride of the west ledge and leany
co william leany sr 4 hono 3 southbouth pride of the west ledge and
barrisharrisearris co william harris 5 hono 1 nordhnorthnor prideah6h of the west ledge and
dixie co samuel L adamsadamadans 6 hono 2 north pride of the west ledge and
dodge co walter 1 dodge 7 hono 3 north pride of the west ledge and
pymm and paddock co john pymm and B F paddock 8 hono 4 north pride
of the west ledge and ashbey co richardelchard ashbey

meeting 13

led

kemplei4
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second named the pride of the west ledge and the ettleettie company this

flurry of locations was not followed by any substantial amount of work

apparently john kemple who sank a fifty fogt shaft on the shaunty

claim in 1874 was alone in this effort 1

the salt lake tribune verified that the mormons organized the

harrisburg mining district but did not believe in working the mines

as they felt the time had not come to work precious metals it Is

possible that these latterdaylatter saintday miners located the area in order

to prevent an influx of outsiders from coming into the area the

tribune reflects this belief in the followingfolfoi mineralloving was first
discovered in 1870 but owing to the mormons securing control without

attempting developments for the avowed purpose of keeping out the

gentilesgentiles1 the country acquired no notoriety until 1875 w

another point to consider is that the mormon leaders expounded

strongly against running to the mines during this period in january

1873 brigham young warned the people in conference in st george to

stay at home and work for themselves and not be running to pioche andana

other mining camps and turn their attention to the building of the church

of god 20

ibldibiihi ppap 5860586058

silver

60

beef miner october6 29 1878
traift18taa

salt lake tribune may 2 1876

iblclIbidigibidig january 1 187718770

OQ20orsonorisonorbon welcome huntsman diary MS typewritten copy the
brighombrigymbrighhm youngtoung university library ppap 69706970069 70700
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charles L walker recorded in hibhiehis personal journal

bro joseph W young spoke on the importance of our being one as
a people and the folly of lending our aid to build up the cities of
the gentiles in the afternoon at a general priesthood meeting
called by bro brigham young he asks them if they were willing
from that time forth to seek with all their might means and ability
to build up the kingdom of god upon the earth and feel hence forth
it shall be the kingdom of god or nothing and not build up the
cities of the gentiles but labor for zion then pres youneyoung said
if you are willing to do thibthis and to let god dictate you thro sl
his servants enter latoleto a covenant with him thisthid day andana witness
before him by raising the right hand up to the square 1

james G bleak pioneer historian of the dixie mission reported

that president erastus snow apostle in charge of the dixie settlements

stated during the plochepioche mining period that for the future he wished

any mnman that would go to the western mines as a miner to be cut off from
pp22the church with these exhortations against mining being taught

coupled with the fact that the saints made no attempt to develop the

mines near leeds and harrisburg it is the opinion of this writer that

there was a plan to keep the gentiles out of silver reefbeef if so then

apparently it proved successful for about five years

after the first claims of the district verewere madee no location was

recorded for seven months all of the original claims on the white beef

verewerewedevede abandonedab exceptonedboned one the pride of the west ledge andana dodge company

which was located by walter EF dodge and later patented 2023 according to

charles L walker journaljournal11 MS typewritten copy the brigham
young university library p 567

bleak annals p 196
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richard 7 wyman past head of the operations of the western gold and

uranium inc at silver beef the first location on the white beef was
ph24

made on what is now known as the wonder claim

in march 1875 three locations were made by elijah thomas an

early mormon pioneer a member of the famed mormon battalion who had

been present at sutterssuiters mill when gold was discovered and john S

ferris of leeds

iden24idem

26rarrisburgharrisburg mining district record book A ppap 818881 88

5 they located the rich leeds mine which had paying

quantities of cchloirldec6h1orlde of silver in place the next six claims were

made by gentile miners from pioche nevada who probably had learned of

the rich locations made by thomas and ferris foremost among these were

joseph M coschina and his brother victor who made their first claim

april 26 1875 they located the bonanza the emily jane and the
0maggie robertbobert shaky of pioche located the stormont from this time

on the word spread rapidly and an influx of miners from the outside were

attracted to leeds and harrisburg

the coming of william tecumseh barbee

word of silver in sandstone in southern utah had also spread to

salt lake city hence the walker brothers wellknownwell merchantsknown and

mining men of that city sent their agent william tecumseh barbee to

investigate the claims he took thomas mcnally and ed maynard an

idem

iningmining review salt lake city june 30 1903 p 26
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wandzamdwendstone dykeeykeetke was found to

be rich in sliversilverbilter one piece had assayed at 19000 peypertey ton he

further indicated that the country was the nostmost unlikely location for

mines he hedhad ever seen but bincesince the silver was there he was not co-
mplaining 2 barbee wrote to the salt lake tribune a few days later

from harrisburg and declared

becoming tired of the monotony of salt lake city I1 concludedtoconcluded to
take a stroll into the wilds of southern utah in search of the
filthylithy lucre which someone says Is the root of all evil after the
usual haps endand mishaps consequent on a journey of 350 miles withvith
pack animals I1 arrived in thisthib city several days ago and have been
examining some of the mostmoatnoatmo singularst situated mines I1 have ever seen
in my mining and prospecting experience

the general formation of the country seemed to be sandstone both
red and white interspersed with small belts of granite and occasion-
ally a little slate shale and soapstonesoap andstone an abundance of sand
hills the sandstone Is often found on top of greuadlt and occasion-
ally we find the granite setting on a sandstone base it Is the last
place a alrfir would ever look for mineral and yet it Is here in
abundance

on august 23 1875 barbee recorded the barbee mine for himself and

the walker claim for joseph BR walker 2 he returned to salt lake city

in september to lay in supplies and report his findings walker brothers

had no faith in the new mines and upon the advice of their mining experts

salt lake tribune august 9 1875

ibid august 18 1875

27saltsait
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assayer withvith him in a letter written august aj9j 1875 to the salt lake

tribune barbee reported that the pride of the west ledge wasvasvabwab a white

sandstone dyke from one hundred fifty to two hundred feet high running

north and south pitching west at a degree angle it could

be traced for six and onehalfone mileshalf this sandstone

withhim 9 L

hadassa7ed
it themostaunlikely

sincethe
27

southernutah
f

inthis
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oftenfoundon popoftopof eranigrani M

him elfeifely
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turned their claims over to barbee and refused to finance him further 3

barbee returned to southern utah october 15 1875 and brought with him

thomas mcnallyHallyMc will lusk pete mckelvy and jake sprout 31

in november a resident of leeds joe mccleave was hauling wood

when his wagon skidded tearing up soft rock for several feet barbee

was lucky enough to pass by stopped to examine the exposed earth and

found it to be rich in chlorides and horn silver this vaswasvabwab soon to be-

come his famous tecumseh claim which gave him the capital to work his

otherolber claims it was a small vein but very rich and easily worked 32

he and J H sprout recorded the claim december 3 1875 and during the

next twotvo months a number of other rich claims were located by barbee 3

barbee decided to make the most of his good fortune so he

obtained a town site patent to the flats just vest of tecumseh hill
naming it bonanza city he set up his own operations at this point and

tried to induce its growth as a real estate investment this he called

the embryo metropolis of southern utah 3 barbee reported that within

three weeks of its birth the town could boast of an assay office black-

smith shop sampling works boarding house and several small dwellings

there soon would be a minerminers supply and outfitting store built other

news from the district indicated thattthatsthatthet

C30c W mccullough theres life in the old girl yetyetsyett ghosting
in utah s mining camps utah magazine II11 feb 1937 ppap 262826

31sllver31silver31

28

beefSilversliver miner december 31 1881

32pendletonsendletonpendletonSend32 op92letonpendleton cite p 106106log
3 harrisburg miningmini districtstrict record book A ppap 10891081089

334saltsaltsait lake tribune december 19 1875
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on the northeast end of tecumseh hill IBis silver flat which is
chuck fullfuli of little chloride veinswelmsweins totothethe east is silver reefbeefbeeyneey and
silver butte hills where one can dig up ore as easily as a farmer can
dig potatoes some of the ore from the east camp was assayed and
it created quite a stampede one hundred saints endand sinners located
five to tenwen miles of sandstone silver here Isin in sandstone come
prepared to get out of the country if you do not like itoizo

barbee continued to send vivid reports and a flood of prospectors

soon staked out the country for miles around

on december 8 1875 barbee shipped his first ten and onehalfone

tons

half

of ore to salt lake city the ore assayed 502 to the ton because

it had been sorted and only the high grade ore bedhadbadhed been shipped within

fortyfiveforty daysfive he made a second shipment for which he received 7000

after this he made smaller shipments to salt lake until july 1876 he

realized 17000 in all for his ore milled in salt lake city on

july 8 he madmadenad a trip to pioche to investigate the possibility of ship-

ping ore to that place for milling and found that he could obtain better

rates salt lake charged the old renobeno rates and involved shipping

rates of from 45 to 50 prper ton while the shipping rates at plochapiocheploche were

30 per ton ploche allowed seventy to seventyfiveseventy percentfive of assay

value and charged 20 per ton besides for milling the ore 3 barbee

realized 23000 fronfrom the ore sold to the pioche mills 37

by february 1876 bonanza city hedhadbad a general store run by C C

branhan and was doing a big business the bonanza hotel had been

3salt35saitisalt lake tribune december 19 9 1875

Rolkerbolker 211SSLp2pa cit ppap 25625
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lyslidlase

ipeirelre february 13 1876

harrisburgharrlsburg mining district recordbecordbecard book A ppap 7718377 in183 1875 claims
were mademedemied for the following persons william T barbee will luck thomas
TY mcnallyHallynailynallyMc edward maynarmaynard jake H sprout pete mckelvey joseph M coschinacoschlna
victor coschlnacoschina robertbobert shakysha C W pinkhamPinpik Pkhim lllllcnskyoldtlillicnskyoldt elijah
ehanthomasthanehll john S ferris danieldiel M thomas alden AM jackson comadoreCoacom
pery

adore
bloslysij istlisten david rodgersrodBod srgersgere solend foster ira S mcmullen L L

rendallbandall A G rendellbandallrandall william sterling john steel william harris A E
dodge almaaima truman angell william robbbobb robertbobert stapley W L aykeskykes and
edwin BR lamb

40plochepioche record december 8 1875
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erected and wabvacwaswacvab crowded to overflowing with boarders and transient

travelertravelers barbee related that the country was wild with excitement and

many miners were coming tromfrom plochepioche lincoln star and surrounding dis-

tricts in nevedanevada even the mormons were getting chloride and horn sliversilverblivereliver

on the brain give us a railroad and we will make the country blossom ilkelike

two roses instead of one

the mines

others verewere havingbavingheving some success though not as spectacular as

barbee twentyninetwenty claimsclaimnine were recorded in 1875 a number of them by

local prospectors and the balance by men who came from piocheploche salt lake
oq39and elsewhere C W pinkhampinkhmm in a letter to the plochepioche record reported

that he was living with the family of a mr dodge who treated him very

kindly and that he and mr dodge had located a rich claim next to barbee

on the white reefbeef 40

by 1877 eventseventa were developing rapidly the tecumseh mining

company hedhad a large force of men at work and had taken out large qua-

ntities of rich chloride and horn silver the silver crown mining

salt lake tribuneTribu
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company had let a contract for an incline of fifty feet and expected a

bonanza deputy united states marshal kirby hadbad struck a bonanza in his

mine and wabwasvanwan preparingp topadingparing ship ore nevhewnew mines were being discovered and

located on the east end of the horseshoe which was called the morning

star beef or the riverriter beef samuel bagley and others were removingremavingmavIngmovingremaking a

large body of ore from this roefreefroof and were preparing to ship it to salt
hi

lake city the opening of the riverbiver reefbeef was giving hope to latec-

oming prospectors

in march the mines of the area had the appearance of a rock

quarry the tecumseh claim was mined by an open cut for sixtyixtyitty feet long

and thirbythirty feet widevide also the buckeye was stripping on the top A large

number of miners were in the district and locations on the riverbiver reefbeef

were being made kirby pymmpyam crawford and paddock hadbad erected an

arastraarrastra mill at the headbeadheedbaad of barbee gulch capable of crushing two tons of
iidlip42ildore per twelvetweitetveite hours c the mill wasvanwan soon producing small quantities of

bullion but due to limited quantities of quicksilver production was not

great 3

kl41
salt lake tribune february 13 1876

hp42
idem the piocheploche record may 5 1877 describes this type of

milling asan followsfollowssfollow several arrastraarastra mills were erected during the his-
tory of silversliver beef the arrastraarastra mill was a large stone about three feet
high andana ten inches wide it hadbad heavy iron bands around it and weighed
about 3000 pounds this stone was rolled aroundbround in a circular channel
made from rock a horse or stream of water being the meanmeans of power ore
was thrown into the channel and crushed as the rock rolled around the
silver was then separated from the ore by the amalgamationlgamation or leaching
process this process wasvaswbbwesweb first used by the spaniards w

ibid431bid9 may 5 1876
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the salt lake tribune portedreportedro the owners and the value of the

ore of the various mines as followfollows 5 the tecumseh owned by barbee was

located on silver flat and was yielding 350 to 570 to the ton forsyth

and robinson owned the buckeye which had shipped ore valued from 60 to

600 in silver the hard rabelscrabelsarabelSc owned by barbee lusk and maynard was

the deepest mine in the vicinity with a shaft of forty feet and assayed

at 105 to 126 to the ton joseph coschinacoeCoa andchina company owned the bon-

anza which assayed 158 per ton in silver the silver point silver

flat chloridechlochio chieftldetide and the silver crown were valued at 75 to 200 to

the ton the susan owned by kirby pymmpympya crawford and paddock had an

open cutout thirtythithl feet long and had or on the dump which assayed from

loo100 to 4000 they also owned the apostate which yielded ore 16ol60igo160160416kig to

300 to the ton 44

claimsclaim worked in this period were called poor mans mines

because they could be worked with very little capital the salt lake

tribune reportedreportedsreportersreport moreedteds crude wealth has been developed in a shorter

period of time considering the number of men engaged than any other

mining district on the continent 0 nine out of ten men who have assayed

their fortunes are now in possessionposse ofeBion good propertiespropertlesopropert 11leSoieso

60

to200

4 000.000

45 in a letter
to the salt lake dalizdallydeily tribuneirlIri gbunebuno judge barbee as he was called baldosaide

some

D

have said that I1 have been drawing an overdoneover picturedone of
southern utah for the purpose of inducing an immigration to this

salt lake tribune april 1 1876

ibidbid march 25 1876 see appendix B for location of silver
beef mines

45bid45
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country our mines do not depend on salt lake city sanban fransisco
or eastern capital our mines are our capital our banks are sand
banks we draw on them at willviii and our drafts are never dishonored
we have no board of directors to consult nor sinecure officers to
pay we are indifferent to whether there is an immigration southern
utah and arizona will be thoroughly prospected this season 0

in spite of the fact that the mines were easily worked and the ore

very rich the poor mans mines were beginning to feel the need of

capital judge barbee had been overratingover therating conditions and except for

himself few men were making money the main problem that faced the

miners was the long distances required to ship the ore either to salt
lake city or to plochepioche only the very richest ore could be shipped and

it wabwasvanvabvas very difficult to determine which vaswaswabvab the richest ore bono one

seemed to be able to tell rich ore forfoc lesser ore with any degree of

accuracy unless the ore was assayed 0 high grade ore could be shipped

but most of it was being dumped to await the erection of a mill all
agreed that the future of the mines depended on the erection of a good

stamp mill

the comincomingconin of the millsmille

the first large mill to be erected was the J N dupaix and

spicer mill in july 1876 spicer ambcameameoame from piocheploche to toquervilletoguerville and

was superintending the erection of the eightstampeight millstamp which was being

constructed on ash creek about a mile and a half below toquervilletoguerville and
h7

about one and a half miles from the virgin riverelver 0
47 water from ash creek

was to be used to turn the turbine wheelwheal which had a fall of thirtyfourthirty

ibidp

four

april 5 18761876d D

pioche47pioche47 recordpecord july 15 1876
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feet progress and development of this mill was slow however it was

ilatliftilaareported about ready to start running in december 1876 this venture

had an early failure due to the distance required to haul the ore

big capital was slowslawsiow to take an interest in silver reefbeefbeeyreey mines

because mining men did not have falthfaith that the unique sandstone deposits

could be very extensive many believed that they would prove surface in

haractercharactercharacter and some feared to sink a shaft because they might find

little of value below spicer felt that the mines were not being devel-

oped properly until joe lemon sunk a shaft to prove the mines y he

reported in the piocheploche record newspaper that

joe lemon sheperdsheSho shirleyperd and john went right to work
not fearing sandstone soapstonesoap grindstonestone nor any other stones
scientists did not believe there was any value to these mines let
no longer science with her crusty notions deter sensible men from
giving credit to the worth of our horn silver grindstones horn silver
sandstones silverglancesilvesilver whet50 stonesglanceblancebiance silver sandstones got ahead
of them for once 5

outside capital was first attracted to the harrisburg mining

district by the actions of hyman jacobs and louis sultan merchants of

plochepiocheloche they received some samples of ore from mr shepherd of the

shepherd and lemon mine and sent them to charley hoffmanHoff vhowhoahomeantean at the time

waiswaswabvabvalswalb superintendent of the almadenjaadenAl quicksilver mines a few miles from

san jose california hoffmaneoffHoffhorn soonnaantaantamn came to plochepioche with professor janney

whereupon jacobs took them to leeds they brought back some samples

48
salt lake tribune december ibyijy 1878

49
pioche record august 11 1876

ibid july 15 1876

48
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which were assayed by A H emanuel who later became mayor of tombstone

arizona the assays ran so high that hoffmanroffmaneoffHoff didnaantaan not believe them and

thought they had been salted 51 he then asked emanuel if he could use

the equipment to run the assays again emanuel left his shop and allowed

hoffmanroffman and janney to take over after checking the chemicalschemi theyceiscels ran

the assays again and had results similar to emanuelsemanuelenanuel s resultresultsresuit it took

somsomebomebom harde thinking for roffmanhoffmaneoffHoff andnaantaan janney to overcome their skepticism

asan it was claimed by all geologists that silver could not exist in sand-

stone 52

in augustaugusta 1876 charles roffmanhofftoanhoffmanHoffeoff andmoantoan john ely a wellknownwell miningknown

man of nevada and california went to leeds to further investigate the

mines they were very pleased with what they saw the vertical shaft

of the shepherd and lemon mines showed that the veins wentvent deep into the

ground if the mines were more than surface they would stake high on

the reef youtourou knowmow what these menman do if they get four acebaces 53 hoffman

wabwasvasvab the man who started the development of san fransisco interest in the

minesines
elijah thomas the man who first located rich silver in place

meaning not detached from the original source in the harrisburg dis-

trict was forced off his claim by an armed force under the direction of

hoffman the mining review reported that 0

salted isin mining jargon meaning the planting of rich ore so as
to give th appearance of a valuable deposit

mark A pendleton wamingnaming silver reefbeef utah historical quarterly
V jan 1932 P 31

53pioche record july 18 1876
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possession of mr thomassthomasthomasb locations and forbid him comingcoaling on the ground

on penalty of death 54 suit was brought against hoffmaneoffHoff inmeantean the district
court at beaver and the judgment was finally awarded to the plaintiffplaintiffjplaintiffs

however an injunction was granted and thomas not having the capital

was unable to carry on with the proceedings he lost title to the ground

whenvhenahen the statutory life of his location notice expired it is reported

that thomas refused an offer of 100000 for his claim while the property

was in litigation his price was 300000 55 r claim that thomas

lost became part of the leeds mines owned by the leeds mining company

of san fransisco

the organization of the first big mining company of silver reefbeef

was reported in the pioche record as followsfoltoiyol

the

elowse

leeds mining company was organized and incorporated yesterday
with the following directors s A borland L L binsonbobinsonbodinsonBo W L
oliver georgegeorg D roberts and S F gashwilerGash theremilerviler are 60000
shares the company has purchased two mines in the leeds district
utah and a mill at pioche which will be immediatelyimediately moved to the
mines deportsbeports from the district are of a very flattering character
and the owners of the leeds stock think they have a bonanza among
the subscribers to the stock are H P livermore JH redingtonbedington
J B randal L L binsonbobinsonrobinsonyrobinsonnBoRobin SsonY F gashwilergashviler J C wedderspoon
W L oliver A borland george D robertsbertsBo J HN chrissman eo G

decranodcranodaranoDe hwnryhenryCrano janin louis janin and J L E kelley56Kelley

the

56

leeds company purchased the shepherd and lemon plus two or

three other minesminee the salt lake tribune stated this company villwill

awake the slumberingsimaalwa denizensbering of this vicinity from their lethargy 57

miningfiningminipgMin reviewipg salt lake city june 30 1903 p 26

idem

5 pioche record october 14 1876

57seltsaltseit lake tribune november 4 1876
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cogcoq and william M

lubbock of san jose they purchased the tecumseh and other mines tromfrom

william T barbee and built a mill just southeast from silver beef 0161

barbee used the money derived from the sale of the tecumseh and also

financial assistance from walker brothers to erect the barbee and walker
zo

mill at the north end of the white reefeeefo this mill was sold later to

the barbee and walker mining company of new york the stormontStona millont was

TiPiocheplocheoche record december 10 1876

pendleton naming silver refbeefreetrewtret p 31

salt lake tribune december 10 1876

ttarrisburg mining district record book 1 record of claims washing-
ton countycounis courthouseC st0 george utah ppap w

tbolkerTB opolker cit22

29

charles roffmanboffHoff becamemoantoan thetho superintendent of the leeds mining company

and the old maggie mill from bulllonvillebullionvilleBulli nearonville piochepiochcjplochePiochploch nevadaCj was pur-

chased and shipped to the harrisburg district 5 it aswabwasvab erected under

the direction of hoffmanroffman on the westwentvestvent side of the white reefbeefrof not far from

the companys mines A number of mexicanmexicans headed by pedro vallejo son

of the famous general vallejo was sent to rebuild the tenstamptonstamptenton steamstamp

powered mill which started operations february 1 1877 59 there leedleedslewdleedalewda

company also purchased the bonanza mine for 50000 from joseph coschina

and companyCOMPWW 60

additional mills

the christy company was organized under the leadership of cali-

fornia men namely william H graves of san frandisfransiscoFransis

58

50 000.000
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erected on the virgin river about four miles from leeds by hunter andaridarldalid

gross of salt lake city A millrace one mile in lengthylength brought the

watersvaterswaterb from the virgin river to the turbine wheelowheel 3 A little town

called babylon and consisting of the homes of twenty families was built
up around the mill 64 the mill was later oldisoldeisold to the stormont silver
mining company of newhewnev yorktomkoyomko

all of the above mentioned mills used the amalgamationpanamalgamationpan process

to extract silver in this process the ore was crushed then mixed with

quicksilver which formed an amalgam the silver was then separated from

the mercury in a retort where the mercury was driven off by heat and

later condensed in water to be used again

when the first outside capital interest began to look toward the

harrisburg district as an opportunity for investment it caused a great

deal of excitement mines began to change hands rapidly and many were

bonded several new mines were being located and according to the pioche

record not a few old locations were relocated or jumpedojumped 5 mines that

would not pay before the mills came were now in a position to be classed

as valuable property

by 1880 six hundred and forty claims had been recorded in the

harrisburg mining district but only about one hundred and fifty were

owned at that timetimeotineo

63
pioche record april 28 1877

64mariger g dapdtp for further information concerning the mills
see appendix C

pioche record Honovembervember 201876

jqepartment66de of the interior census office tenth census of the
united states 1880188 precious metals

63

65

fortyclaims
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william T barbee hopes for bonanza city the embryo metropolisnietro

of

polls

southern utah were never realized before the mills were erected

the number of prospectors and miners in the area hardly justified the

building of a new city bonanza city shared the new population with the

already established towns of harrisburg leeds and toquervilletoquerviue leeds

had a small influx in population so the concensusconcentuscon wascensus that it would become

the center of mining operations in the new district avenevenzven barbee built

a store at leeds

the pioche stampede

two factors changed the situation in the harrisburg district during

the fall of 1876 first mining operations in pioche were at a standstill

and second san fransisco capitalists were taking an interest in the

harrisburg district

it was believed that piochesochespinchesPi days were numbered so owners

business men and workers were looking to the harrisburg district as their

next field of labor pioche business nenJSBBHmen were watching closely develop-

ment in southern utah mr musgrove of the pioche record newspaper ventwent

to leeds proposing to establish a newspaper but found the prospects
02discouraging peter harrlsonharrison and joseph richeichelch business men found that

pendleton naming silver reefbeefbeesreeslpendletonspendleton p 29

piocheploche record august 11 1876
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the mines required further development before business prospects would

be promising

on october 18 1876 a plat for a new towntoun site was laid out

locating the newnev site about a quarter of a mile above bonanza city on a
h

boulder covered sage brush slope hyman jacobs of the ploche firm of

jacobs and sultan was the first to establish himself on the new tow-

nsite it was he who gave it the colorful name of silver reefbeef 5 jacobs

packed all of his goods dismantled his store at pioche in sections

shipped them to silver beef and there reassembled his store the tow-

nsite was owned by the soon to be announced leeds mining company of san

fransisco and eirairjacobs was their agent to sell town lots when it was

known in pioche that the leeds mining company of san franslseo was buying

mines and intended to have a tenstampten millstamp running by february of the

next year the city began to move to silver reefbeef nen massejmassedmassec the famous

pioche stampede was on by the hundreds men came in carriages buckboards
0

heavy wagons carlscartscarlst andadd on foot interestingly enough the rush was not

for mining claims but for business locations pioche merchants passed

3ploche3pioche record november 8 1876 see silver reefbeef town plat
appendixappendaxttixtt

sliversilverstiver beef echo february 24 1877

pendleton naming sliversilver beef p 29

salt lake herald vembernovemberHo 24 1876

alt lake tribune december 18 1876

id vembernovemberBo 22 1876
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adeaneadvane dallydailydaliy as they changed hands the size of the lots
vaswaswabvab 25 x 100 feet main street was 100 feet videwide and other streets vere

0
75 feet videwide the9 rush from piocheploche continued through the months of

november and december which the plochepioche record reported as followsfolfoi
wm

lovs

odougherty and jimmyjinmy lynch departed for toquerville in a buggy
on monday morning mike delaney johnny dugan jack smithysmithsnithy pat clark
jno leany jno williamswilliam charley hopkins frank gaveonlavsonlaveon and
newton left on mormon teamsteamtean on monday col gibfriedgibjmed reports that
the principal emigration to toquervilletoguerville Is from plochepioche few or no
persons coming from other directiondirections accommodations are not to
amount to anything take all necessaries along

cementsements

33

bonanza city by and sliversilversiitersliter reefbeef grewgrev rapidly the lots were priced at
400 and were advancing

early in november the salt lake stage company gllmerallmer and salis-
burg made arrangements to change the route of their line to run direct

from plochepioche to leeds thence to salt lake city returning the bamesame vayway

this alteration vaswasvabwab to accommodate the increased travel to the newnev

district jack gllmerallmer personally came south to vorkwork out the details
soon stage lines from plochepioche and the north had all the passengers they

could carry and roads werevere lined vithwith private conveyances loaded down

ip12withvith incoming miners when silver beef vaswaswabvab but three weeks old it hadhed 7

a population of tvo hundred fifty to three hundred hardy miners and

business men it vaswaswabves estimated by some who reported in the salt lake

salt lake herald november 24 1876 for town plat see appendix E

plochepioche record november 15 1876 toquervilletoguerville here refers to the
harrisburgearBar miningrisburg district

ibid november 17 1876

salt lake tribune november 22 1876

ibid december 3 1876
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ploche14pioche record november 17 1876

libidbibidlI takenibidbid from different issues between november 17 1876 and
december 15 1876

zarzal

3

tribune that by spring at least sixsijegix thousand people would be in the leeds

area

in november the simple announcement that there has been heavy

discoveriediscoveries this week in the leeds mines fed and encouraged the pashrushrashwash

other

14

business men who left pioche for the harrisburgharrlaburg district were

pete heintzelmanheintzelmheintzelma and P lehigh who had a grocerygro storecerycary in a canvas tent

atelteit bonanzaBonanbonanzasbonanzal and mrs grambs who set up a restaurant at leeds julius

hoffman had his assay tools packed up and shipped by mormon teamteams itototto

silver reefbeef peter harrlsonhartison shipped an immense load of furniture cloth

and bedding to the new store he was building in silver reefbeef on Lotheranothereotherea

trip he had two mormon teams loaded with goods for his store J J

halpinhaipin closed his store in pioche and moved to silver reefbeefbeesrees where he

started his business again jim leffingwell took bar fixtures fromfron pioche

intending to open a saloon 0 miss kate dougraydouglay shipped a large amount of

restaurant utensils for her place in silver beef others who went were

A H emanual dr lee charles raymondbaymondraynondRay billymonAd goodman from a letter
written by spicer and published in the pioche record the following is

reported

speculation is running high corner lots are all the rage minesninesmilnes areaxeaneaie
almost forgotten saloons corrals and restaurants is what everybody
wants now many however think themselves in big luck if they have

pioche

34
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blankets and grub men are coming here every day even from as far as
california pioche has done well for this country and still keeps
doing pioche wabwasvab a big place or else there is no one left there except
judge bishop everybody else whom I1 know is over here or on the road
codingcoming town building is all the rage I1 hear it said that arrange-
ments are being made so that everybodyeve canody have a corner lot silver
beef city is the great attraction now eight frame houses fourteen
tents six stone foundations and lumber for a dozen houses is the start
they have now there are a great many men here who can find no work
dont ailallali come at once unless you bring your blankets and plenty of
grub 16

joseph E johnson a mormon pioneer from st george described

prominent men found at silver beef during this period in a very favorable

manner he described john ely as a genial and social gentleman who had

made millions in mining in nevada and hadbad traveled to englandenlat3a andana french

guiana where he bad speculated in mines mr janinjenin who was supertlntendsupertintend

ent of the leeds mining company was found to be a gentleman and energ-

etic fair business man who was respected by all parties J B vartvanvarl hagenhaganeagenha

who waiswasvaisvasvab operating withirithvith judge barbee was considered to be a manmem of energy

and sterling determination it he had been the police magistrate at plochepioche

andend veswasvagnegneb distinguished as having kept his scalp unharmed andana his judicial

seat amid the roughs in the heyday of plochepioche william T bartmebarbeebarine wabwasvasvab held

to be a gentleman of culture and affability it was also reported that

J W wright and J finlayson millionaires who were connected with the

state bank of nevedanevada were there r he further describes the community as

follows

As to the class of miners and business men at and about these mines
it has never been our lot to see brought together so many hundreds of

piocheploche record december 10 1876

salt lake herald november 24 1876
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mining population as free from poverty and dissoluteness all seem
able to pay their way to have business andana go after it with a villwinvin
and the camp as a wholewhoie seemed rather a community of gentlemen than
a camp of rough miners in fact a great part of the miaigg population
Is sinev andend emuscle of the laboring andana trading men of plochepioche nownov
nearly deserted 10

the plochepioche stampede had the inevitable result of overpopulatingover

silver

populating

reefbeefree work vaswasvabwab scarce money was hard to find n there would be

little of eitherelther until the mills were constructed miners andend workers

were advised to stay awayavayewayevayemay unless they had supplies A delugeadelugeadeluce of miners

expected from salt lake city led john BH ely to comment in the salt lake

dallydailydelly tribune people are coming in every day from all directions we

dont wantvant anyone without money there are enough poor devils here now

laborers werevere advised to have several months supply when they came to

sliversilver beef and it was reported that hundredshuncl ofredbreds men were camping out

without shelter 20

fifty or more buildings were erected in silver reefbeef during november

and december 187616768761 many verewerevezeweze cheaply built but filled with merchandise
pibuildings verewere being constructed at the rate of two or three a day

twentyfivetwenty tofive fifty teams loaded with lumber shingles goods and produce

verewere arriving every day lumber was sold in large quantities from the

wagons for 40 a thousand feetfeetjteetfeets shingles 500 hayhayr 40 per ton and floarsicar

idemidea18

salt19 lake dallydallwdeilydalaw tribune december 19 187618766

salt20saltsait lakeL tribunetribmTr decemberibm 9 9 1876

salt lake herald december 15 187618760
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thewhe store for the woolley lund and judd company the other wabwasvasvab

the harrlsonharrison house built by peter harrlsonharrison and was nearly an exact

counterpart of the sansam jose houbesousehouseeouse here the finest accommodations in
pi

southern uthutah could be found

saitsmit

durdum

mercmere iselseibe

outsthutst

azzzpress

37
pp22fifty cents per pound mormons were furnishing the lumber and produce

because they could do it cheaper than anyone else 3

two outstanding buildings of silver beef were built duringduming this

period the first vabwasvaswab built by john ricebice wells fargo agent andana wabwasvasvabveswes

famed as being one of the finest stone buildings in southern utah it
vaswaswbb used as the wells fargo andana co bank and express office later it

when four months old silver beef could boast a population of one

thousand people it wasvaswab second in size only to st george in washington

county on its main street could be found ninenduehsue saloons three restaurants

one lodging house four assay offices one notary public tvotwtwo barbars one

hardwarehard storemarevare five general merchandise and clothing houses one billiard
saloon oneon furniturefuafumrua storeiture one printing office two painters two

butchers twotvo bakers one news depot an express office three shoe shops

one cabinet shop one cigar and tobacco store one magistrates office oneom

drugstore and severalbeveral attorneys offices one commission house and three

chinese laundries plus a number of other business places two breweriesbre

were

verlesveries

being built one above the towntoun on the creek and the other where the

idem

salt lake tribune december 19 1876

nevhewnewsewsev yorktomk engineeringineeringinerring and mining journaljournel february 15 j 1879 P I1
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ditch crossed the buckeye beef

silver beef became of age in february when a post office was

opened benjamin H paddock regesqbegreq was appointed postmaster with C E

jabson bicjf516 assistant postmaster later herman krause served as post

master the post office was housed in the bamesame building with the silver
0reefbeef echo newspaper which was published by joseph E johnson of st george

its first and only issue was february 24 1877 after which it was sold

and became the silver beef miner

two other townsltestownsitestown weresltessitesbites laid out about the same time as silver

beerbeefreefreer one to be known as chloride city was located about onehalfhalf mile

vestwest of leeds the other to be about five miles northeastiofnortheast of leeds near

the riobioblo virgin biterriverriter but neither ites developed

bonanza city located just south of silver reefbeef had about twenty-

five houses two stores two saloons a stable and haybaybeyhey yard blacksmithhuckbUck

shop

smith

notary andana assayer office andana a chinese grocer itsikiiks central location

and flat terrain were a better site for a city than that of silver beef

thus some felt that it would yet grow to be the center of business silver

beef addand bonazzabonanza soon grew together and both became known as silver beef

however bonanza was called bonanza flatsplatsplatefiatsflate while silver beef was called the

25
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258silverilverliverliter beef echoscho february 24 1877 for silversliver beef business poem
see appendix C
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leeds as wellveilweliveli as bonanza city had lost out to silver reefbeef and

many of the businesses that established temporary operations at leeds

moved to silver beef the telegraph office moved from leeds to silver

reefbeefreey in march 1877 28

development of silver beef

great expectations were held for the future of silver beef it
was the opinion of someSOTObome it would become the biggest mining camp in the

rockybocky mountains there was little doubt of the richness of the mines

for the echo boasted we have ores sufficient for a dozen mills for time

indefinite 9 actually only four big mining companies established

themselves at silver beef and when their mills were operating the popula-

tion leveled off to approximately 1500 people 30 thisthib was a respectable

sized town for such a remote area during this period being about the

same size as park city or bingham the engineering and mining journal

describes silver reefbeefreey in 1879 as the most beautiful and romantic mining

camp in utah territory it was substantially and neatly built up with

fameframe and stone buildings having an extremely lively and prosperous

appearance and was considered one of the most successful mining camps in

salt lake herald november 24 1876

silver reefbeef echo february 24 1877

3 the engineering and mining journal february 15 1879 P 115

bingham and park city were important mining camps in northern utah
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the country 332

the compiled22miled laws of utah for 1878 gives an account of the incor-

poration of silver reefbeef by the legislative assembly however this

incorporation never actually became lavlaw and the town was never incorpora-

ted 33 another attempt was later made which failed also because the

mining companies and business men who feared taxation opposed the move

0434ment town officials were deputy sheriff joseph hoag who was the town

constable during most of its active history he handled with outstanding

courage the many problems which arose and justices of the peace kiv

phillippyphlllipsphillipsyPhil benjaminbenjlipsY paddockn and J N louder

silver reefbeef miner

the silver reefseef miner newspaper was an excellent example of free

thinking newsmanshipnews formanship its period the reportingreportingwas wabwasvab colorful and

always supported a cause john W pike and his brother edward pike

were coownersco ofowners the miner from october 1879 until they sold out in

april 1881 35 ifit vasyaswas published at first weekly then biweeklybi andweekly tri-
weekly before slipping back to weekly status under the editorship of

edvardedwardedwerd pike the paper was styled as the only newspaper in southern utah

J the engineeringmlneeri and mining journal february 24 1877 for pictures
of silver reefbeef see appendix D

compiled laws of utah I1 salt lake citescityscity herbert pembroke book
job and legal blank printer 1888 ppap 53235532

silver

35

beef miner february 11 188218826
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in general its policy was to support the business element to support

the miners against the big companies and to advertizeadvertiseadvert theize advantages of

the towntoun of silver reefbeef it opposed chinese labor and the chinese

people as a race it opposed vigorously the mormon authorities and

supported the gentile element as would be expected from a gentile paper

it continually ridiculed the beaver chronicle s published in beaver utah

calling it first the beaver barnacle later insult watiwasvatsvasvabwaes added to injury

by calling it the chronic hell for the miner considered the chronicle

the organ of the mormon church in southern utah it also poked fun at

the salt lake tribune which it called the trombone the following Is an

example

for good square out and out lying the editor of the salt lake
trombone lays head and ears especially ears over any man this
territory or the coast ever knew in fact he Is a bigger liar
than old tom pepper ever dare be and there Is more of the tothermother
end of cman equine in his composition than could be found in a whole
band of ben taskers horses give the devil his due you know
even if he Is the scrub editor of a scrub newspaper like the salt
lake trombonetroaTros 3bone

the silver beef miner further evidenced its low esteem of the

antimormonanti editormormon of the salt lake tribune by writingwritings

some imaginative wahoo connected with the salt lake tribune
office has written an expose of the mormon endowment house
mysteries andana to make the thing appear as if it were really
and truly a lifting of the veil by one who has been through
the ecclesiastical mill the thing Is signed mrs G S BR
nephi sept 24 1879
that long winded andana tastefully illustrated expose written
right in your own office anaand by one0330 of your own employees

silver reef miner october 22 1879
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and isntisn1isnt it composed of threefourthsthree imaginationfourths and onefourthone
extract

fourth
of beadle and aint you ashamed of yourself to impose

on the good nature of your readers by printing three or four columns
of buchsuch fraudulent trash to the exclusion of all legitimate local
news be honest about it neighbor and astonish yourself by telling
the truth for once in your life

the miner became much less strident after its purchase in 1881 by

jemesjames HN louder whose policy it was to put out an excellent paper with much

less name calling george E miles stated that the new editor of the

silver reefbeefreey miner was a courageous man who printed what he considered to

be the truth regardless of the impending results 3 sol wixmanvixman was the

last editor of the silver reefbeefreey miner which suspended publication early

in 1883 39

the great fire
almost every mining town seems to have had its great fire silver

beef was no exception the newly organized hook ladder and bucket

brigade saved the christy mill and part of the town when cordwood valued

at 1500 and belonging to bishop crosby of leeds was burned later the

town wasvatsvasvabwasiwaes not so fortunate when on may 30 1879 combustible materials

ignited under the lumber sidewalk near wiestwiests barbershopbarbarshopBar thebarshop result

of this fire was a loss of a quarter of million dollars in the heart of

silver beef

37silver3tsilver37 reefbeefsilversliver miner october 1 1879

0 george EX miles personal interview st george utah july 29
1962 mr miles worked at silver reefbeef in the l880s1880s

ncirewandrewandrev3 jensonaa9a comp silversliver beef st george stake recordsBe
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kobbobsilverilverliver beef miner may 31 1879 some of the establishments
destroyed were jacob andana sultan 8000 J H cassidy 80008 mat
coschlnecoachinecoachingcobCoa 1000chine pete clancey 2000 peter harrisonharrlson 30000300000
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43

some of the finest establishments in the town were burned to the ground

captain lubbock of the christy company was appointed chairman of a com-

mittee to clean up the town andend make it fireprooffire rubbishproof was cleaned

stove pipes put in order and a new fire engine ordered one month

later the barbee and walker mill followed the heart of the town and
ho

burned at an estimated loss of 50000 within three weeks another

considerable fraction of silver reefbeefbeesrees disappeared in smoke and flames

again when half of upper china town burned to the ground arson vaswasvatsvabwabswabi

suspected from this time great care was taken to prevent arson and the

miner suggested that somebody may yet test the strength of a rope with

the weight of their body if things continued j the town and mill were

rebuilt as soon as possible with many improvements made in the process

china towntawn

the chinese of silver beef numbering about one hundred personsper

provided

bonessonesbonss

needed services in restaurants laundrieslaund andriesridsrles grocery stores

they were an interesting people to the residents of leeds with their
queues and unusual dress colorful burials were much enjoyed by the
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indians who maderwaderundermadec the cover of darkness carried away the foods placed on

the chinese graves to feed the departed spirits 4

the white population held the chinese in contempt for their pig

pens slaughter house and meat markets caused much cursing when the wind

was blowing the wrong way they were accused of selling fire vaterwater to

the indiansindian andalad withholding their services when the city was burning in

the great fire silver reefbeef miners along with most of the laboring west

during this period of history considered chinese cheap labor one of the

draw backs to the growth of the country they rejoiced with the passage
LQ

of the federal antichineseanti legislationchinese of 1882

condemnation wabwasvaisvabwaiswals also meted out for the comfortable retreats in

china town for the white devotees of the opium habit which seemed to do

a flourishing business 7 in the silver reefbeef miner is reported the

following

about 5 olokoclodkbolok sunday morning last a frame building owned by china
joe wasvasvabwab destroyed by fire the house stood on the east end and north
side of the centre street over the creek and at the time the blaze
broke out the asiatic owner wasvasveswab in bed vithwith a womanwomen and9.9 a white woman
at that too the loving couple had barely time to get out of the door
before down came the shebang vithwith a crash in fact joe got out with
his pantaloons in his hand while his susy amlaannaamia gained the street

Marlger SMsags of three towns p 98

46
silver reefbeef miner 9 august 27 1881

47
ibid may 13 1881

48
ibid march 24 1882 this legislation suspended for twenty

years the entrance of chinese laborers into the united states and prohibited
the admission of chinese to citizenship

49
ibid january 10 1880
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the chinese lotteries in silver reefbeef continued week in and week

out but most distasteful of all to the residents of silver beef

was chinese slavery the attempt of hop lee to return a runaway chinese

slave girl to servitude by advertising a rewardrevard of 50 for her return

brought this notice to the silver beef minerminersminert

quite an excitement took place in the chinese part of town last
thursday afternoon caused by the sudden disappearance of one of the
chinese damsels belonging to hop lee and valued at the high price of

700 A search was made for the woman and she was not found A

brilliant idea struck hopeop he would advertiseadvertizeadvert hisize loss in the miner
and offer a reward to anyone returning the woman wending hi way to
the office he gave us an advertisement which read as follows china
woman she leab camp you sabe you put in dapahpapah that me pay 50 and no
questions asked anybody bring her back me no care injun nigger
white man pay cmem 50 it A little later some boys found her in a house
hiding and captured her and took her to the chinese part of town to
hop lee and demanded 100 reward hop lee started up town and made a
complaint to the sheriff in the following styles I1 saymaybay I1 pay 50
they want 100 1I no pay emimim sayI take the gel in dapahpapah office I1
say I1 give 50 to nigger injun white menisanmanlsen bring my woman back dd
fellows want to get rich at once youtou come along on arriving at
hopeop dark domicile the womans captors were still there keeping the
chinamanChina frommanmam taking possession of the disputed property by a free
display of six shooters A compromise was soon effectedaffected however
which resulted in the chinaman paying 50 and the chinawoman being
returned to her ownerovner to be again the victim of one of the most
debasing and cruel systemssystem of slavery that ever disgraced the lowest
form of civilization 51

silver reefbeefbeetreet miner october 29 1879

ibld june 14 1879

45

almost as naked as she was born both of them were slightly burned
under the floor of the building the chinaman had sometime previously
secreted 142 boxes of opium worth 15 per box and the smell arising
from the burning of this drug nauseated everybody who came within
sniffing distance of it hono one knowsknaveknovsknowe how the blaze originated but
the chinaman thinkthinks somebody applied the torch to smoke out him and
his girl anyhow his loss is 20009000.9000 by the fire and he is now
sloshing around town the maddest chinaman this side of hong kong
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feelings toward the chinese in 1881 brought about the stoning of

chinese houses a practice condemned by the miner e without a doubt the

chinese were the most misunderstood people of silver beerbeefreefreer and the fine

services they rendered at the time were little appreciated mariger

states that after the decline of silver beef a chinaman by the name of

sam gee came from san fransisco to exhume all the chinese dead and ship

their remains in tea chests to the land of their ancestors 52

the catholic church

the catholic population predominated in silver beef due to the large

number of irisirish working in the mines and mills the census of 18801860 shows

that about a quarter of the population was born in ireland 3 many of these

workers had previously lived at plochepioche nevada where father lawrence scanlan

was their priest father scanlan had been born and trained in ireland and

came to america after his ordination june 28 1868 he was assigned to be

pastor at pioche and under his direction a church and hospital were built

he won the love of the rowdy mining camp and by holding to a strict teaching
ch

of reform he created a large congregation of faithful followers by the

time silver reerbeefreef was booming father scanlan was the missionary rector over

the salt lake parish silver reefbeef fell under his jurisdiction which made

Marlberger saga f three towns s p 98

nels anderson desert saints chicagoChic theagoo university of chicago
press 1942 p 4304300
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joxJUXgox MV O0 ir vaswasvanvabwanwab able to sing the xyrsyrie elelsonedelsonEl gloriaelsonelbon and credo

in latin to the satisfaction of everyone concerned

47

the catholics there very happy in 1877 he visited silver beef on horseback

and in 1878 he sent father dennis kiely to be the local priest who soon

reported that the miners werevere prepared to build a church

father scanlan visited silver beef again in november 1878 and

personally directed the raising of funds for the new church within

four monthsmouths a neat attractive frame building veswasvanwenweb completed and dedicated

asan st johnjohnb church services were first celebrated easter sunday 1879

with the singing of the missaminna cantata

the first catholic high mass for the people of silver beef was

celebrated in the st george mormon tabernacle by invitation of the mormon

authorities apostle erastus snow and stake president J D T mcallisterMcAll

thisthinthib

lsterister

took place while the catholics verewere waiting for their church to be

completed at sliversilver reefbeef at first father scanlan demurred saying there

could be no appropriate music but choir leader john M mcfarlane told him

that the st george mormonnormon choir could render the songs if they had the

music the music for peterpeters mass in latin was furnished andana within two

weeks the mormon choir

the latterdaylatter saintsday in great numbers attended the catholic mass

and were very satisfied with the fine manner in which father scanlanscanian

dwyer E cit p 148

9 BR harris the catholic church in utah salt lake city the
intermountain catholic press 1909 p 332
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59silversliver reefbeef miner july 23 1879

ibld september 24 1879ibidibad

48

conducted himself 57 he won for himself the esteem and good will of all
before the mabsmass he explained the meaning of the vestments used anciandanclang also

preached a sermon taking for his text true adorers of god shall adore

him in spirit and truth M he started his sermon by making the remarkremarks

I1 think you are wrong and you think I1 am wrong but this should not

prevent us from treating each other with due consideration and respect

this incident was a fine experience for the people of st george who had

been isolated for many years from contact with other religions

even before the catholic church waswaowbbwab completed a hospital had been

planned the hospital was started for which the miners agreed to contribute

one dollar a month to its support consequently father scanlanscanian requested

five holy cross slaterssitters to staff the hospital the building was a rough

lumber building on a stone basement foundation with rooms for the sisters

in the basement it was ready for operation in september 1879 T C

poujadeporjade met the sisters who had come from south bend indiana in salt

lake city and escorted them down to silver reefbeef 59 theehe cost of the

hospital was 2l49072149214907 allaliail of which was raised by donations monthly

donations for support of the hospital were 200 which enabled the sisters

to make a small addition to the hospital 0060 later as the donations became

adolfus ER whiteheadwhiteheadoWhiteh diaryeadeeadoemde 9 typewritten copy in possession of
edna bently st george utah p 42

58harris op22 citcit99 p 332
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rulesbulesbuies and regulatioxwbegulationss
1 admissions mnist comeacmecame provided with a card or note fronfrom hihibhis superin-
tendent to the sister superior 2 must present to the sister superior
a cerlflcatecerificateverificate from one of the residing physicians stating his sickness
and at least the testimony of two citizens as to his indigence 3 kono
miner unwilling to have one dollar a month deducted from his wages toward
the maintenance of the hospital shall have a right to admittance 1

63silversliver reefbeef miner october 22 1879

ibdibfd january 31 1880

49

harder to collect the hospital had a strugglestruggleostruggledstrug

the

gleo

average number of patients was about thirtyseventhirty aseven year

sister M euphronsineeuphronslneEuphron wassinebine sister superior assisted by sister M anicetus

sister M bernard sistersleter meM leonardleoziardLeo andziard sister M benita with sister
M bernard as hospital administrator 0 father scanlan was responsible

for the establishment of the rules and regulations for admittance to the
arpftp62rap

hospitalhospitals

the sisters opened a day school called st marysmarylsmaryb in the church

and there sister superior phonsineeuphonsineEu taught later sister febronia and

sister regassegas replaced herhero

after the hospital and the school were operating father scanlan

returned to salt lake and sent father heyde to take charge of silver beef 00

he immediately betsetmet about to raise money for the construction of a tower rorrou

the church he did this in part by giving lectures on romeborneromme the crusades

hand his travels in africa for which he charged one dollar per lecture

mariMarlmarigerger opop1pa cit p 114

62
silver beef miner 9 december 8 18801860

collactq

61

3

64

6mariger

16

4 hono
other shall be admitted into the hospital unless willing and giving a
certain assurance that a payment of 10 per week will be made by himself
or frlends 5 hono one must enter as a patient into the hospital with-
out having previously given his name occupation age and residence of
relatives and friends to the sister superior
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65silversliver reefbeef miner novembervemberHo 29 1879

ibid december 27 1879 baptism of the new bell will be
solemnized at the catholic church tomorrowtomor atrov 70007200 it

fayfryaay

0

dwyerdwter
67

50

the tower was constructed by mormon labor from st george which caused

some objections the silver beef miner made the following comments

wilewuilewhile the miner would of course prefer to see home workmen
patronized in preference to those who deposit their tithes in the
church coffers still if those who contributed to the tower fund
areore satisfied to have the work done by mormons as father heyde says

5they are they pays their money and they takes their choice to

in the tower wasiwaswbb placed a four hundred pound bell which was baptized

on december 27 1879

father heyde served as priest for pioche also which he visited

frequently he wabwasvas replaced by father oconnor in march 1881 who in

turn was replaced by father thomas gallager the last priest to serve in

silver beef

the churchdhurch hospital and school rendered finefin services to the

town and these institutionstitutione became centers of culture greatly benefiting

the mining community the choir was the pride of the church the school

supplied in form of programs and dramas social benefits for the youth as

well as adults Asan silver beef declined there were no longer enough

miners to support the hospital so in 1883 it was closed the sisters

were recalled to salt lake city

protestant bellglonsreligBellg

the

lonsions

protestants were represented in silver beef by many faiths
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mostnost of which were never wellvellweliweil established the protestant population was

probably never large enough in any one denomination to justify a building

A protestant episcopal parish was established by bishop tuttle of

salt lake city and named grace church but neither wasvanwan a chapel built
nor a minister named the church simply functioned by ministers visiting

from salt lake 68

in 1881 the presbyterians organized a church at silver beef with

revbev E N murphy of chicago as resident minister he worked with arthur

B corte who spent most of his time with mission schools in st deorge

washington and toquerville where attempts were made to convert mormonscormonsMor

the

mons

silver reef miner reported it in thisthinthib manner

services were held at citizens hall on saturday reverends corte
and murphy officiating the attendance vaswasvatsvabwatswati very large some hadbad to
stand mr murphy will continue his labor here and mr corte will
continue to wrestleestleestie with the ungodly at st george and surrounding
settlementsettlements 0

these mission schools enrolled a few mormon children in each towntoun

but failed to convert anyone it wabwasvanvabwan reported that ten scholars were

enrolled in the presbyterian school taught by nissmissmines fanny ER burke at

toquervilletoquervllle presbyterian meetings were usually held in the school house

and a fine choir was organized to meet their needs f

sentiments in mining towns were not always favorable to religion

comments from the pioche record reveal the feelings of some

silver beef miner april 17 1880

ibld may 25 1881

ibidbid february 11 1881
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plochepioche record february 19 1881

wain sutton utah centennial history II11 new york levislewis
historical publishing co 1949949gag P 685

silver beef miner may 1 1880186073silversliver

aqwq
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revbev arthur B corte lectured in the school house the other evening
on religious difficulties and how to meet them with due differencediffer
to

enoe
mr corte who is undoubtedly conscientious in his effort to do good

we are pained to say that the lecture wabwasvab utterly without point poorly
rendered and dishwatery in the extreme f

revbev murphy was highly respected at silver beef and remained there until

the failure of the mills at which time he moved to mt pleasant 2

many ministers of various churches stopped to preach in silver beef

but never made permanent establishments revbev frank D sankey of the

salvation army passed through silver beef with the corps of workers

winning the following commentcoment from the silver beef miner

several citizens have been fixing up their shotgunsshot duringguns the past
week and the probabilities are that the revbev frank D sankeys corps
of the salvation army who made the angels spirits weep with their

melodious racket the other night will be very careful in their future
operations 0

in addition to the already mentioned sectsseats the followers of the

reorganizedbeorganizedorganizedrebe church of jesus christ were active in silver beerbeefreefreer for a time

while trying to convert the utah cormonsmormonsMor

mormon

mons

church activities

utah mormons made an attempt of proselyting among the gentiles by

holding meetings every week in silver beef missionaries for this purpose

came from st george leeds and toquerville these meetings were held
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weekly during most of the history of the town but with very little success

at times large numbers turned out to hear the mormons teach but meetings

verewere discontinued because of lack of attendance in a letter written by

bishop george H crosby of leeds to the st george stake president we find

the followingfoifol

dear

loving

brother mcallister
I1 received a card from brother joseph orton stating that hebe and

fellow missionaries would be at silver beef to hold meetings on
thursday 26th instdinst and I1 write to say that in my opinion in
which brother wixomvixon is agreed I1 would not send any more at present
as brother wixom gave out general notice had the house lighted etc
and not one soul came except the brethren fromtramframfron toquervllletoquerville brother
wixomwixon states this heshasbasheb been the case for two or more meetings and I1
think it labor thrown awayavayeway but I1 will do my part if you think best
to try again it cost something to get the house lighted etc and
I1 feel that we have done enough for them when not one soul will come
out

please let me know soon what we had better do also let brother
orton know as I1 have not answered his card74cardt

in keeping with the foregoing the meetings were suspended

public school

plans to develop a public school in silver beef started in 1879 when

the silver beerbeefreefreer and leeds school district elected A T moore W P poole

andend peter harrisonharrlson as trustees 75 at that time it was determined that

there were seventyfiveseventy childrenfive of school age between six and seventeen

years residing in silver beetbeefreefreet 76 in january 18801860 the miner requested the

thensontjenson74jensonTj74 opensonJenson cit
silver beef minerMi octobernej 15 1879179
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students mrs ada hall and miss minnie carbgarb Is were added to the faculty 3

A school tax of one percent on property owners residing in silver reefbeef was

voted by unanimous vote for the support of the school G W morehouse

silver reefbeef minermiener january 24 18801860

ibid 188018800february

ibid

7

june 15 1880

80
ibid decembercember 31 1881
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trustees to resign stating that proper announcementao ofuncement their candidacy

had not been given before the election the miner opposed raising money

for the school until they resigned 77

the silver beef educational society held a meeting in the harrisonharzHarr

house

ibonlaon

in february 1880 and elected J A turrill BR T gillespie

julius sultan julius wagner and A T moore as trustees they mademede

abortive plans to build a twentyfivetwenty feetlveivefive by niftyfiftyrifty feet school houbehousehowiehomie

another organization wasvasvesvabwab effected in june 18801860 wherein patrick clark

was elected for a one year term dr C mantor for a two year term andanaena cdladl

E A wall for a three year term as school trustees 1 under these

trustees a school house was completed with public donations and readied bcrfcr

occupancy in january 1881 miss carrie walker was the first teacher

principal and seventy pupils were registered miss walker proved to be an

excellent teacher and the school soon built a good reputation the school

vaswaswabvabvawaswab frees of tuition and money was raised by entertainments and donations ofct

social groups as well as private contributions

since the following school term started in october with eightyfiveeighty

c idacyidaly
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was appointed to collect the tax which proved to be a rather difficult
0

fete to accomplish 0 property of nonresidentnon ownersresident including all the

mining companies could not be taxed for school purposes mrs ada hall
vaswaswabvab replaced by miss bemettabernettabeaetta halpin in may 1882 for the remainder of

the term and at the end of the school year miss carrie walker resigned

her position as school principal

statement of receipts and expenditures for the school year ending

june 30 1882 were as follows

receivedreceBece fromived school tax

collecting tax 55.0055005500 3

for the term start iligijig october 14 1882 with an enrollment of sixty

pupils J W martin was the new teacher and he was assisted by his wife

with the decline of silver beef the school house was removed to leeds
QL

where it was used for many years and still stands today 0

social life
the social rounds of the silver reefbeef miners included horse racing

silver beef miner october 11 1881

ibid june 10 1882

idem
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paid for teachers

10600lo60010600
receivedrecBec fromelved mining companies 96009600

777.207772077720
receivedrecBec fromelved county 14880148.80
received from concert 16480164.80
received from dramatic entertainment
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shooting matches cock fighting drama with drinking and gambling in the

saloons it was quite natural that one of the first sports to be roundfound

was horse racing this sport was developed to quite a high degree with

people from all over southern utah in attendance the first race was held

in april 1877 and was preceded by a foot race sack race and wheelbarrow

race with the indiansindiana the big attraction was single dash of a halfmilehalf

for

mile

a purse of 100 the entries were lizzardbizzardLiz thezard favorite owned by

scottscotti animals owned by al grant ed clark henry clarkgeorge boyd

together with two mormon mustangs the4 pioche record reported the race

J B van hagen acted as judge clarks and scottscotts animals were
the favorites in the pools sold boyd horse got the start and kept
it up until near the end when one of the mormon mustangs caught up
and passed boyds animal in a jiffy winning the race and the purse
andanaA causingna the pool money to steer clear from what was though to be
its legitimate destination all the pools were paid the same night
in john cassidycassidys saloon so endethbendeth the first but we hope not the
last horse race at the town of silver reefbeefbeerreer 5

the sweepstake purse at the silver reefbeef track at times was as high

as 600 which attracted a great number of racing people foot races

between squaws and buck indians verewere often held as preliminaries to the

races on one occasion a fight between a halfgrownhalf lynxgrown and a number of
0

dogs was held in which the lynx was beaten shooting matches were also

held at the race track and were very popular for a time col E A wall

becamebecam known as the outstanding marksman at silver beerbeefreefreer these

resulted

activities

in the formation of a rifle club
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one popular place for dances was weltesweitesbeltes beer gardens where thephe santa

clara brass band first played and later the sliversilver beerbeefreefreer brass band after
the school house was completed most of the finer dances such as the calico

bailballbaubali the masonss ballbalibail or the odd fellows ballbailbali were held in that build-

ing other dancing places included the metropolitan dance hall and the

alhambra hall where the hurdy gurdy dances took place

some form of entertainment always appeared available eitherelther from

vaudeville troupes coming through local dramadram clubs or vocal and instru-

mental concerts organization of the social dancing club literary society

and the drama club show the interest and desire to bring culture of high

quality into the town the free public school and the catholic school

provided much of the entertainment in the areas of spelling bees programs

and drama

social life at its highest seemed to be centered around the lodges

of the masons and the odd fellows both had large memberships and the

good fellowship in 1879 J B van hagen was elected president of the

masonic association with H S lubbock vice president gibson clarkdarkdaik
QQ

secretary W T barbee treasurer and HN E ricebice tyler during88 the

following year permanent organization of the odd fellows was effected with

J M lynch president michael griffin vice president george miller

the favorite place of entertainment for the miners was the saloon
where men could dance sometimes with the hurdy gurdy girls ordinarily not
prostitutes provided by the house
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treasurer and C F bowen secretary in addition the good fellowship

lodge no 6 ancient order of united workmenWor waslanen organized with gibson

clarkdarkmark M
J

W and J BT louder recorder 9 A reading room for the latter
club was established at silver beerbeefreefreer

althea gregerson harenhafenbaren daughter of andrew F gregerson prominent

freighter of silver beef indicated that silver beerbeefreefreer had its social elite
enjoying all the fashlnablefashinablefashionablefashin fineryabieable of the day 9

antisocialanti problemssocial

A difference of opinion exists concerning the rowdiness of silver

beef some reports say it was one of the tamest and cleanest towns in the

west while others say it was as rough as any mining town of that period 92

there is no question that violent crimes were common at silver beerbeefreefreer in

the early days claim jumping caused some trouble therefore a committee

was organized to deal with the problem the pioche record recorded the

following citizenscitizens1 meeting

A meeting of the law abiding citizens of the harrisburgharrlsburg mining
district vaswasvabwab held jan 25th 1876 to take into consideration the
propriety of organizing a mutual protective society of miners league
to protect the legal rights of all parties interest in mines or lands
in harrisburg mining district and vicinity judge W HK crawford of
washington was elected chairman of the meeting T T mcnallymckally was
elected secretary W T barbee stated a report had widely circula-
ted that certain parties were unlawfully relocating or jumping mines

W T barbee offered the following preamble and resolution

silver beerbeefreefreer miner october 13 1880

90lbid december 16 1880

althea G hafen personal interview st george utah july 29 1962
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resultresuit gunelmeum play

one of the great nuisances of the camp was the mining speculators

who represented themselves as agents for wealthy men supposedly willing

and ready to advance money and credit they would succeed in getting

mines bonded to themselves for a period of three to six months they

would approach new arrivals with the object of selling them into partner-

ship in the bond providing the stranger would advance them money enough

ohto pay for board and whisky for a month or so 7

since the city was never incorporated problems arose due to the

lack of adequate law1 enforcement in 1881 and 1882 a rowdy element began

to operate in silver beef following the strike they would rob minerssminers s

cabins by day and celebrate with rowdyism by night the miner reported that

it has come to the point where almost nightly and even in broad daylight

peaceable citizens are bushwackedbushwackbushwhacked and assaulted for the slightest cause or

provocation lawlessness and hoodlumism go unrestrained the officers

pioche record february 2 187618769

ibidbid may 5 1877ghi941

59

wherevherechere as it has been currently reported that certain parties are now
in this district who avow their intention to jump and relocate mining
claims and who are as it is currently reported tearing down monuments
andana destroying mining notices and as we are led to believe are deter-
mined to run this district by force of arms and whereas such proceed-
ings would be detrimental to the mining andend other interests of this
district and would in all probability end in a reign of terror and
bloodshed in our midst resolved that we deprecate any acts of law-
lessness and violence and that we respectfully request any party or
parties that they refrain from encroaching upon the legal rights of
any citizen resolved that we submit to the arbitration of iamslawsiamb of
our country in regard to the possession and title of our lands and
mining property

nevertheless a number of claims were jumped with resulting
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lack either the courage or incentive to act 95 it ieis also reported

almost daily and nightly occurrences of the most disgraceful and
violent character are witnessed upon our streets and about our popular
resorts life and property seem at the mercy of the lawless class
who in open day plunder unprotected dwellings and resort to unrestrained
violence and make night a bedlam scene of bloodshed and riot this
condition of things is growinggraving monotonousmon inonous the extreme and coming
as it does from new importations 96

the problem seems to have been brought under control considerably

by the efforts of james louder in his articles in the silver beef miner 9

but a rough element continued operations until the decline of the town

A poorly timed stage robbery occurred a few miles from silver beef

once when andy clothier was driving the stage coach the stage coach was

stopped and the wells fargo company treasure box containing only fifteen

dollars was handed over to the bandits the largest robbery committed was

the one in which 1500 worth of bullion was taken from the barbee mill

C blake boyden mill foreman was accused of the deed

suicide was common at silver beerbeefreefreer at least six in six years were

reported the pioche record gave the account of the second incident in

this mannermannersnanner

we have had another suicide that of a man named tom stevens an
overdose of morphine was the means employed he was an englishman by
birth and worked for the leeds mining company this is the second
suicide which was a grand success 97

murder was even more common than suicide with at least ten men losing

silver reefbeef miner october 1 1881

ibid october 15 1881

pioche record may 5 1877
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their lives in six years the first incident occurred when pete deegan

was killed by john carnes a barkeeper the fatal fracas occurred in

frenchsfrenches saloon where carnes was employed deegan had made some remarks

which were offensive to carnes about a woman dolly varden deegan was

warned not to repeat them but the words were repeated and this led to a

quarrel deegan picked up a tumbler hit carnes with it andana then started

to runrim carnes then shot deegan twice killing him

the most notorious murder at silver reefbeef was that of michael carbis

which grew out of strong feelings between the irish and cornish miners

the irish were at silver beef first but a number of mine bosses considered

them trouble makers and preferred the cornish miners when they entered the

camp

col W I1 alienallenailen superintendent of the stormont was one who

preferred the cornish miners and replaced the irish at every opportunity

col alienallenailen gave instructions to carbis the shiftbossshift inboss the california

mine to get rid of tom forrest whom he considered a trouble maker 99 the

day after forrest was fired he accosted carbis while he was proceeding to

work and invited himhin at the muzzle of a sixshootersix intoshooter a cabin to settle

with him mr carbis replied that he had no settlement to make that he

wanted nothing to do with him forrest placed the pistol in his pocket aniand

drew a long dagger from its sheath rushed upon carbis and stabbed him in

the right side then ran forrest hid in the tecumseh mine tunnel where he

98piocheopjoche record august 3 1878
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98

invitedhim

99mariger
1

98Piocheploche

99



munMUM

broundground

100loopiocheploche

62

was tracked down with the aid of indians arrested by deputy sheriff hoag

andmid placed in the city jail garbisgarblecarbis died at five olockoclock that evening

the pioche record reported his burial as follows

michael carbis was burledburiedburlea on tuesday october 5thath by the masonic
association of which he was a member the odd fellows association
also turned out in full force the mines and the mills were all
closed down for the day over 500 people followed the body of
mr carbis to the grave the masonic burial service was read in an
impressive manner by mr edward cutts the greatest sympathy is
felt by all for the bereaved family 100160looigo

on the same day of the burial tom forrest was taken by sheriff

hardy to st george and placed in the county jail about three oclock

thevieuie next morning sheriff hardy was walking in front of the jail while

frank bently wasvaswabvab on guard in front of the cell in which forrest was con-

fined suddenly sheriff hardy was surrounded by about fifty masked and

armed men who demanded the keys of the jail upon hardys refusing to give

up the keys they covered him with shotguns and pistols threw him to the

broundground and took the keys upon entering the jail they disarmed bently ardaidandarf

putpiat a rope around forrestsforrest neck they dragged him out and undertook to

hang him on a telegraph pole in front of the building this act being

unsuccessfulsuccessfulua they took forrest to a cottonwood tree about a block from the

jailjali flungf theg rope over a strong limb and hauled him up the pioche

record stated justice swift and sure was meted out to him although

without the sanction of the law courts the body of forrest was given

a decent burial in the cemetery at st george the mormons of st george

qpioche record october 9 1880

lolibidtdlbidlOliol octoberIbid 12 18801880

00

cordB 0.0 10

11101



kibl

63

were horrified by the incident

another silver beef tragedy was the diamondtrubydiamond dueltruby a product

of col E A wallwailwaiiwaliswails financial troubles which resulted when the vein in

his kenner mine came to an end due to a fault col wall was unable to

meet a large indebtedness to the christy companyComp subsequentlyanyaanyo captain

lubbock of the christy company brought suit to dispossess col wall

pending a final decision the court issued an order closing the mine

deputy U S marshal john diamond served the papers to jack truby foreman

of the kenner and tried to enter the mine truby stopped him saying that

they would obey the order of the court but he had no authority to enter

the mine the admonition to get off and stay off brought a bitter feeling

between the two men within a few days at a session of the justice of the

peace court truby entered with his hat on diamond ordered him to take it

off whereby truby invited him outside to repeat his words As diamond

stepped out he asked for trubytrubys gun truby started shooting his bi41hl41.41 caliber

pistol and diamond returned the fire also with a bi41kl41.41 caliber pistol both

men were killed both had several wounds of 41.41 and 45 caliber pistol slugs

indicating that more than one man vaswaswabvab shooting on each bideside 1102

another double killing was that of harry clark and a faro dealer named

saxey while playing cards each accused the other of cheating andana drew

their guns simultaneously both were shot in the heart 1

the william raffertyranfBaffreff killingkillerty shows the lynch spirit that existed

1 georeegeorge E miles personal interview
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iciich st iteits momentumnxomentual and after

severaltmeralameral hours devoted to diacussidl&cussion wise coimselco wasaneelcneel allowedalIallail tooweaowedquea prevail

and the crowd melted away

the acts of men such as hank parish who worked in the christy

company indicates somewhat of the law problem at silver reefbeefbeeyreey parish

sliver104silverlob104iob

was

reefbeefsilver miner february 4 1882

pendleton memories of silver beefybeef1 p 103

llanlian
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at silver reefbeefbeerreer herberthezhexeez steelelbert was employed by the silver beerbeefreefreer miner until

he ventwent on a drunken debauch and was fired soon after he was at cassidycassidys

saloon where he began wrangling over the payment of some drinks the

miner reported john quillansquillan version of the incident as followsroifolcol

I1

lowee

called steele back and told him we were not in thethoethob habit of keeping
accounts and that we did not do a credit business behe then told me he
did not owe me more than a half dollarjdollarobollaro some words passed between us
and he said that I1 had acted the dirty dd sucker with him about that
fifty cents thibthis was repeated three or rourfourfaarnourraamroam times I1 finally told hinhim
I1 think I1 am pretty near as good a man as you are he said that may
be but you treated me like a d d dirty sucker I1 then struck him in
the face he kind of staggered backjbacaj and I1 was following him up when
I1 heard the report of a pistol I1 rushed in on him and tried to get
the pistol from himhirnhimmhinnhin and beveralseveral of the boys got around him 10

As a result of the fighting williamWE raffertyliam an innocent bystanderbly

was

stander

killed immediately after the arraignmentarraiga ofment herbert steele in the

justicejustices court a crowd gathered on the corner of main and center streets

for the purpose of taking summarysi vengeancemnary upon baffortysraffertylsRaffer slayertyls at

this timeimetineinelne captancaptainJ henry 21.21lubbock

p

dashed up or Ushislislid pace and urged the

people to commicoxamitcammi noraolaolmo ashrash act that would disgracedledie themthamthen andaraanaarmgrace the campcampb but

to stand forfoyfot law and order father galligan then urged the people to do

no murder the illegal proceeding gradually lot
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reported to have killed nineteen men in his day one of these being at plochepioche

most citizens were afraid of him especially when he was drunk and tried to

bully people 106106log

another character of ill fame was J A bateson who attempted to

kill the catholic priest when apprehended he said that he regretted that

he had felledfilledfailed and further stated I1if intededintended to kill him at the altar 107

silver reerbeefreef was probably much like other mining towns of this period

however it may have had more problems due to inadequate lawlavlauiau enforcement

lawlessness apparently increased as the town grew older augustus P hardy

washington county sheriff was highly respected by mormons and nonmormons

in spite of living some twenty miles avayawayawny he courageously carried out his
108108tobresponsibilities

stories andana legends

the uniqueness of silver in sandstone has fired the ginationimaginationgunation of

nanymany A number of stories connected with sandstone silversliver have further

romanced silver beerbeefreefreer most commonly told is the grindstone story

it is related that silver was first found in sandstone when a

resident of leeds made grindstones from slabs quarried from what later
became the famous tecumseh ledge while they were being peddled in plochepioche

nevada one grindstone fell from a wagon and broke in half some of the

george E miles personalpers interviewonial

isllver107silver107 beefSilversliver miner august 21 18801860
108george E miles personal interview
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110lloliomariger personal interview

mariger saga of three towns 9 p 9

109log mariger

states that her father who lived at leeds knows this story to be basically

truetraetwae and that the grindstones were made by almaaima angell and sold in plochepioche

by a man named jennings murphy did come to leeds but mining operations

verewere already under way when he arrived u she also stated that alecalee

colbath and john kemple jr knew the story to be truetruee

llolio

66

aaersminerslaers in the area took part of the grindstone to iebe used in a test of

the honesty of a local assayer whom they called metallferousmetaliferousaliferouspetaliferousmetellMetallMet murphyferous it he

had been thus named because he found precious metals in almost everything

he tested the miners pulverized a piece of the grindstone and gave it
to metallferousmetaliferousaliferouspetaliferousMetallMet toferous assay for precious metals his returns showed two

hundred ounces of silver per ton to the miners this was proof that he

was crooked because everyone knew that silver was never found in sandstone

oneonemonez version of the story says that the enraged miners took aliferousmetallferousmetalliferousMetall

out

cerousferous

and hanged him another version states that he was told to leave town

while the going was good and since having found the source of the sand

stone he went to leeds and located the rich silver deposit 9

george E miles

who lived in silver reefbeef in 1881 until 1888 states that he never heard the

story while he worked there further if it were true it was not the
11211211originaloriainal
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another story tells of a stranger who while passing through was

caught in a bad storm he asked for shelter at one of the houses of the

settlers in leeds and while standing overtver the fire place warming himself

he noticed drops of white metal oozing out from the sandstone rocks which

maaemademeae up the fireplace he picked some of these drops up and after finding

where the sandstone had come from he ran out into the night to take the

drops to a place where they could be tested he found them to be silver

and had no trouble locating a claim 3 this story is doubted because

the identity of the stranger has never been established

the frog story brought interesting speculation to the miners of

silver beef in 1881 the story as told by the silver reef miner Is as

follows

A live frog was found in the barbee and walker mine at a depth of
360 feet from the surface the miner who found him saidbaidbald I1 had put
off a blast and cleared away the rock and was spotting a place for
another hole with a pick but the rock appearing somewhat soft I1
continued to pick and opened up a cavity about as large as my ristfist
and out jumped the frog it was well developed naturallookingnatural
lively

looking
frog about two inches in length A careful inspectionpectionlection

revealed the fact that it had no mouth after 36 hours it expired 4

the frog was on display at the miners office andendena a number of guesses were

made as to how long it had been entombed in the sandstone

the petrified forest cave story recorded by the pioche record

tells of henry freudenthal and louis habhaseabbeilsell chlorlderschloriderschlochio inriders the thompson

and mcnally mine who were putting a hole into unusually bare rock when

113pendleton113 memoriesnemoriesmoriesnorlespendleton of silver beerbeefreefreer p 105

S liverSilverilversliver beerbeefreefreer miner august 27 1881

him eifelf

113

fisepistp

hassell

314silver

Ne
314lih



68

suddenly the entire face of the drift before them gave way into a black

abyss two hundred feet deep mr hassell who was turning the drill at the

time instantly sprang backward thereby saving hliaself from being carried

downward with the huge mass of rock they were astonished at the immense

cave before them two hundred feet overhead could be seen by candlecandie light

the domelikedome ceilingcelceilike twoling hundred feet below firm andana upright stood a

forest of huge trees ropesbopes verewere procured and the chloriderschlo descendedriders

into the forest which was found to be petrified on some of the trees

strange characters were inscribed various mosses also petrifpetria leaf lonsions

appearing green and lifelikelife coveredlike the ground all these petrificapetrlflea

eionstionstj carriedons silverC assayingled as high as 200 per ton A number of

people visited the cave including judge A H parker mining engineer p

the petrlflcatlonspetrifications of course were mined for their silver thus destroying

the remarkable cave many petrified materials which often ran high in

silversliverstiver content were found at silver reefbeef

piocheploche115piochepioche115 record january 1 1881
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Gienglentiles

CnapterCHAPTERHAPTER IV

mormongentileGENTILE REIATIONSRELATIONS

the gentiles soon let it be known that they opposed the mormon

authority in utah and the practice of the mormon church in general

one may draw a general conclusion from many articles in both the silverseiversliverselver

beef miner and piocheploche record newspapers as to the expressions of the

gentilesgentilestGentil attitudesesyesTeby as follows certain elements openly made fun of the

mormon people and their ways leaders of the church were extensively

ridiculed the temple and what it stood for was ridiculed bitter oppo-

sition to the practice of polygamy suportduport of any program to take local

political control from the saints belief that the local county autho-

rities were misappropriating public funds

that the ordinary saint was at bestbeat deceived that he was a tool

of the priesthood and at worst that he was a slave of the church wabwasimsvabimb

accepted by many without question the name yapstaps was attached to

the mormon boys and many a good joke was passed about the local fellows

ignorance 1

the gentilesgientiles were contemptuous of the mormonsmormonsyMor lackmonsy of sympathy

with mining to them a people who would not support this activity could

hardly be imagined when they heard that the leaders of the church had

saidseldbaidbaldbeld that the mines would be opened in the lord due time they stated

tiarlger personal interview
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that barbee had brought the time with him that christ was too slow

5piocheploche record november 20 18801860

dufrinduffin

lochebioche

slickyalicky

the following record indicates that the gentiles keenly observed

and commented upon the activities of the general authorities of the mormon

church

the twelve apostles passed through leeds today on their way down
not dressed as were the apostles of old with sandals and gowns andana
wading knee deep through the sands deseret none of them hungry or
thirsty j on the contrary they came along in style riding through
leeds in seven carriages drawn by blooded stock they look fat and
slick dressed up in the good old fashioned farmer style and if
their saintly noses do not bellebeliebeile them dixie wine tells its tale 3

As johntaylorjobntaylorvJohn orsonTaylor pratt andana brigham young jr traveled through

southern utah the silver beerbeefReefreer miner commented of course they will not

fail to take in the beef and as the hurdyhousehurdy willhouse be running by the

time they get down here the girls will no doubt make it lively for the

revelation sharps and show them how to make the tithing fly the miners

at silver reefbeef felt that the mormons had no right to show indignity at the

wicked conditions there when they themselves practiced polygamy 5

to the miners the teachings of the church were out andana out lies as

shown by a letter of isaac duff in of toquerville a missionary to england

according to the letter duffin had blessed a child and by so doing its
arm had been healed the silver beef miner commented he had

never performed a miracle in utah and it shows that mormons are composed

ioche record april 24 1879

id april 7 1877

sliversilver beef miner november 15 1879
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of two classesknavesclasses andknaves fools and under no other circumstances would

such brazen falsehoods be toleratedtoleratedotoleratedo

with the rapid growth of silver reefbeef came the idea that the

gentiles would soon be able to outvoteout thevote local saints and take over

control of the county this was expressed by barbee in a letter to the

salt lake dallydailydaliy tribunetrlTri 0buneo

it is estimated that by spring at least six thousand people will
have gathered at leeds and toquervilletoguerville and then look for gentile rule
in washington and kane counties A gentile probate judge setting up
his office between the prophets tithing house and the temple in
st george would likely have a bad effect on the old blik health
hurrah for leeds and her hardy miners who braved the prophets
bowie knife and laid the foundations for a prosperous gentile com-
munity in southern utah we hope they will use brighamsBrig newhenshans
temple for a smeltery

since silver reefbeef failed to grow asae here anticipated gentilegentilis control

wabwaswetsvab never realized the silver reefbeef minerminers solution to the mormon problem

velbwasvels to split the utah territory and to give part to idaho colorado and

nevada the editor reasoned that beaver frisco silver beef and st
george would then be in nevada consequently they would no longer bethe ruled

by high handed mormon authority and by laws framed by polygamists who were

hostile to the government hostile to the gentile element and hostile to

mining the miner stated that if this was done the increasing business

in the st george temple could be effectually checked and nevada justice

would soon find a way to freshen the memory of endowment house officialsoffie andmiddials

silver6silversilven beerbeefreefreer miner june 8 1881

7salttsalttwalt lake dailydauzdallydaliy tribune s november 25 1876
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compel them to haul down their black flag of hostility0
many of the saints viewed with apprehension the sudden establish-

ment of a nonmormonnon miningmormon communitycomm inmity their midst to them it was

inevitable that mormongentilemormon conflictsgentile of northern utah would be

t3ansferred to southern utah As previously stated the saints may have

triedtiled to take up the land and keep the gentiles outouteaute after this railedfailed

brigham young advised in a conference at sto george to let mining for

precious metals alone and to spend no time endand meansmean in that direction

this Is a command for you right from heaven 9 according to the pioche

record brigham toungyoung said that the devil showed the gentiles the mines at

sliversilver reefbeefreedlreefl that the lord was about to allow the persecution of the saints

again and that theywhey should prepare themselves and expect persecution from

the influx of gentiles that were coming into the area he taught that the

mines at silver beedseefbeefseedreed were a delusion and a snare that more money would

be expended on them than there would be derived from them and that the

gentiles before long mouldluidmouid be tired of themthez tilo his attitude toward

silver beef vaswaswabvab again expressed at the dedication of the st george templetemplestempie

perhaps brethren and sistersaisters you will not get my meaning but now
to workvork and let these holes in the broundground alone endand let the gentiles
alone who would destroy us if they had the power you are running
after them endandena some of our brethrenbretbrek arehrenbren putting their wives and
daughters into their society and will go to the devil with them too
if they do not look out I1 would not have a dollar on the earth if I1

8silverqsilver reerreefbeefbeer miner may 21 1879

levl mathers savage diary MS typewritten copy the brigham
young university library

plochepioche record november 24 1876
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selbel I1 output to the gentiles
almaaima angell and joseph wilklnsonwilkenson posted right off to st george to
tell president young what I1 had done president young said to them
these words I1 doatdoa biameblameblambiembiesit brother meeks one particle it so that
settled the question with them the man paid me 75 perpr acreocrecreo which
set me right again and I1 movednoved to ordervilledervilleOr

hadtohadbo

73

had to get it there i wellweliweil now some of the elders are running
after those holes in the grodground and I1 see men before me in this
househoube that havehate no right to be here they are as corrupt in their
hearts as they can be and we taicetaketalcetaide them by the hand andana call themthen
brother i you will go to hell lots of you unless you repent 11

at a meeting heldheid in leeds wilford woodruff elastuseyastuserastus snow and

brighamBrig younghainhaiahsin jr voiced the concern of the church in regard to the

effects of mining operations upon the saints of that town they advised

the people not to mingle withvith the miners nor unite with them in

dancing parties and not to retail vinewine to them but to sell it by the

barrel the leaders had no objection to the saints selling farm pro-

duce but they did not want them retailing to the miners materials which

were badly needed to build up permanent colonies priddy meeks of

harrisburg upon finding himself in very poor circumstancescircvmstancesbirceirc soldumstances his water

rights for a vetyveryyery good price to the miners in spite of this advice he

hesitated at first because it was against his beliefs to sell to the gentiles

he stated

it now forcibly occurred to my mind to take the money from the
gentiles for the same measonreasonmeabon thatthet david ate the shew bread although
that was against the levlawlavlewiem it was to keep himself from starvingarring andend
thithisthibthl wabwasvatsvabvaeswaess the sole reason that caused me to sell

3

deseret evening newsnewsy january 13 1877

salt lake herald decemberDece 29stoer 187

priddy meeks journal of priddy meeks utah historical
quarterlyquart2l11 I1X 1921942y ppap 1967196 7
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A letter written to the deseret eveningeveningnewsfromnews stfrom george dated

november 27 1876 reassuredtearea thesoured northern saints that only the unthinking

portion of the people of st george was affected by the sliversilver reefbeef fever

the solid part of the communitycodbinmitycimmunity preferred to stay at home and build up

home industries indeed suchbuch mennen werevere considered ratherratberraaber weak when they

went to sliversilver beef to set up business among them was joseph E johnson

who established a drug store in silver reefbeef and put himself in the main-

stream of economic development

pr rr d

14 suchmenwere

john on

him eifelf
15

john BR young of ordervllleordervilledervilleOr expressed hibhishits feelings about the

weakening effects of contact with silver reefbeef in this manner

I1 am giadglad that brother A and H have gone back to leeds
all who come to ordervllletoordevvllle hankering for leeks and onions and the
flesh pots of egypt will assuredly be dissatisfied andend go away
it requires raithfaithralth to enable a person to overcome selfishness and
all who gather herebere expecting to make lead horse in the team will
be disappointed and when the disappointment comes it will cause
them to ceelfeelyeel the yaterwatervaterwaler is not good andanaaza they will sigh for the soft
streamsstram of tamalahbamalah and prefer to labor in the brick kilns of pharoah
on the shores of silver beef 10

the teachings of the leaders were plain on the subject and although

the faithful followedfollo stillvedywedY there were many exceptions

work and business contacts between mormons and gentiles

while the saints taught against mining they were by no means slow

to take advantage of the economic blessings which the mines brought

14deseret14demeret14 eveningDeseret newsynewsj november 27 1876

larson op cit p 4434430

16
P

john

22

R young0youngroungtoungayoung memoirs of john BR younyoung salt lake city deseret
news press 1920 p 160165igo
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acoreafore mentionedmentionemantione druggist set up a newspaper

the silver reef echo the drug store bedhadbadhed some success but because the

miners refused to buy a mormon newspaper it failed after producing only one

issue he sold it to the gentiles for 550 it subsequently became the

silver reef miner june 12 18801860

caroline18caroline18 S addy james G bleak pioneer historian of utah
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certain itemsitemitel could be supplied by the saints cheaper and better than by

anyone else and the miners were happy for this service an extensive

business wabwasvaisvabwais soon established supplying rock salt lumber cordwood coal

hay meats ice wine fruits and vegetables to the miners saints con-

tracted to supply cordwood for the five steam mills which sprang up

rock salt was brought from st thomas for processing ore ice from vanarrakanarraKa

vegetables

narra

and fruits from every community in southern utah toquerville

washington and santa clara supplied wine which was very poor in quality

james G bleak of st george statesstatess the general run of prices

for products have been corn aj3j30 turnips beets and parsnipsparanipsparparapars 220snipsnips beanbeans

5 onions 5 to 10 flour 400 to 450 butter 30 eggs 30
1 A

potatoes 2i and hay 20 a ton in addition to this the saints

operated a 3000 per month freighting business

this happy arrangement whereby both gentiles and mormons received

economic benefits broke down prejudice on both sides and in the end

brought a better understanding between the two groups

joseph E johnsonjohJob thenson aforementionedore

unpublished masters thesis department of history the brigham young
university 1953 P 113
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silver beerbeefreefneef miner 19

employment of the saints in the mines at first was practically nil
not because employment was discouraged by the church but because the

gentiles simply refused to hire mormonscormonsMor themons miners union opposed the

hiring of local miners so that when rumors were heard that some mine

superintendents planned to hire local help at a lower rate of pay the

reaction was violent the silver beef miner pointed out that if the

mormons were hired for lower rates it would be to the exclusion of the

resident gentile population this proposal if made is in every way

base injurious to the public interest and entirely characteristic of
PO20these latterdaylatter blateslaveslateblayeday owners A warning was then given to the church

leaders that their interest would best be served by keeping to their

ecclesiastical knitting and no further attempts to become rich at the

expense of the gentile community later in 1881 when the strike took

place the miners union feared that local saints would come in and take

over the jobs this fear is shown in the following

local able bodied yaps of toquervilletoguerville are expecting to get
employment in our mines in fact it is reported that one of our
embroyo mine superintendents has already promised a number of these
dividend producers a show as soon asan work resumesresign

the union lost the strike and from then on an increasing number of local

Rufusbufus david johnsjohnbon J E J trail to sundown cassadageCasscanscabscabb
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boys did find work at the mines since irrigated land in washington

county was limited many young men were no longer satisfied with struggling

on a few acres when 3 50 per day could be made at the reefbeef

A shift in church attitude appears to be evident after 1880 it vmwaswabvab

the consensus of mormon church members who had been associated with silver

beef in its later period that there was no objection on the part of the

church authorities to members working at the mines 3

mormongentilemormon socialgentile relationslationsBe

although mormons in general avoided most of the gentile social

activities there verewere some notable exceptions much to the exasperations

of the miners a mormon owned horse won the first race held at the new

ph24track A mormon boy outshotout theshot finest example of gentile marksmanship

colonel EF A wall distinguished and popular with the miners had outshotout

all

shot

comers until a boy called napoleon bonaparte roundyboundy fromfronfromkanakanarravanarraeanaKana a

appeared in their first rifle match for 100 wall took a two point

handicaphanaibandihanal andcapcep rounaybouiriyroundy won the purse by one point the next week a large

crowd gathered to see the rematch this time wall gave the kanarravanarra boy oneome

point on a purse for 200 the miner reported the match as follows

sundays shooting bee between col sij7 wallwailwaii and napoleon bonaparte
roundyboundy for 200 a side drew a large crowd of interested spectators to

persons interviewed were george E miles albert miller althea
gregerson hafen all of st george utah henry gubler laverkinVerkinlaversinLa rexbexbezrez
stirling and robertbobert P woodbury of hurricane marietta M mariger leeds
these personal interviews occurred between july and august 1962

pioche
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the racetrack the match was shot at 200 yards range twenty pops
each wall giving roundyboundy one point to start with the following
were the scores s wall 82 5 roundy 81 it was declared a tie and
the contestants proceeded to decide the business by shooting it over
again this time napoleon won totaltotals wall 71j roundy 79 yeatea
verily but monaonism Is true 5

on the edge of towntowatova the mormon wood haulers had a camp after the

days work was done the boys would often go up into towntoun to see what was

going on in most cases they were just on- lookers 0 when it was reported

by anyone that young mormon boys were falling into gentile society and

drinking bishop crosby of leeds was asked to investigate and help those

persons if possiblepo 27ible

AsA the vocialsocl&lvocidl and economic association became greater so inter

marriagamarriagesmarriag became inevitable it was considered tragic that a girl should

marry out of the church by many mormons nevertheless such marriages did

take place mormonlzing was the term to indicate courting mormon girls

and toquervllletoquerville wemslensgensems to have been the favorite place for this activity

the pioche record reported a mormongentilemormon marriagegentile in this mannermannersnannersnanner

wedding reception at stormont boardinghouseboarding byhouse rev A H parker
mr joeage poulsonpoulso and miss juliajullajuila clauson were duly tied together all
the pretty girls along with the ugly fellowsfollow of toquervllletoguerville were
present parker did the grand thing he kissed every girl in the roamrocm
drank wine danced sang and with a tear on the endand of his nose and a

silver reef miner march 6 18801860

john26john taylor woodbury vermillion Cliffscliffss reminscencesbeminscencesreminiscences of utahs
dixie published by the woodbury children 1933 P 36

j D T mcallister diary III111 1871811871 typewritten81 copy in
the brigham young university library p 36
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lonely feeing inside his bosom he retired to his bachelor quarters 2

mormongentilemormon marriagesgentile often ended in divorce or desertion those

who deserted mormon girls were dubbed wintervinterminter mormonscormonsMor bymons the pioche record

A winter mormon is generally an honest miner who drops into a mormon
village some cold winter Isin suddenly taken with a strong religious
fever gets baptized in a hurry falls in love gets married and as
soon as spring sets in he remembers that he has business elsewhere
accordingly steals a horse and disappears mormon girls who associate
with gentiles against the wishes of the saints are termed stem winders 0

the daughter of joseph E johnson is a case in point she secretly

eloped with james cassidy because her father disapproved of the marriage

after having a number of children cassidy left the family to mine in africa

stating that if he did not return within six months his family wanwasvanwadvad to

consider him dead he was never seen again 31

mormongentilemormon politicalgentile problems

the divisiondivdir ofision the mormon and nonmormonnon peoplemormon into two political
camps in utah started a long hard battle on the part of the nonmormonsnon tomormons

wrest some measure of local control from the mormonscormonsMor themons liberal party

was composed mostly of utah miners and nonmormonnon merchantsmormon the peoples

party wabwasvab made up of the mormon people the liberal party was well developed

at silver beef and rallies were held for every election campaigncam plansplanylanyianpaiga to

piocheploche
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j31jojohnsonon op cit p 497 this material was verifiedvarlfledvarifiedyarivarlvariyamiyeri byriedfledfied an inter-
view with george E miles of st george utah july 29 1962 he worked atet
sliversilverilverliverS beef in the 1880s he stated that it was common for mormongentilemormon
marriages
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take over political control of washington county by the gentiles were

formulated early in silver reefbeefbeetreet history undoubtedly the mormon leaders

seriously considered the reality of these plansplanplenpien the gentiles soon accused

the mormons of planning irregular methods of keeping control from the

salt lake dailydallydaliy tribune we readreadsrebd

it isin the settled intention of brigham to stretch the boundary lines
of washington county as as to include a number of neighboringneighbor settle-
ments and thus avert the impending danger furthermore until the
legislature can meet alidarid annex iron to washington county the priesthood
will make it a point to call in large numbers of saints to st george
to spend election day with the prophet of the lord it is to be hoped
that the gentiles of leeds will be alive to the situation andana prepare
themselves to send a member to the next legislature andana elect such
county officers asan the law requiresrequit 32

although silver reefbeef wanwasvanvasvabwab a new and exciting silver strike the mining

area itself was not large enough to draw in a great population the popul-

ation never reached fifteen hundred people the only accurate figures

concerning the population of silver beerbeefreefreer are found in the 18801860 census

these give the population as 11461146 persons 00 the mormon population of

the county was approximately 3200 it probably was impossible for the

gentiles of silver beerbeefreefreer to outvoteout thevote rest of the county unless the city
grewgrowgrev to be at least twice its size

in the 1878 elections the peoples party polled 606 votes while only

one vote was polled for the liberal party the returns of two precincts

werevere thrown out for irregularity the two precincts being silver reefbeef and

3salt32saltisalt lake daily tribune november 22 1876

33united33unlted states bureau of the census tenth census of the united
states 1880 populationopu washingtonlation government printing office 1883
P 3533539
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leeds 3 the citizensciti ofzenszeps these towns made some protest but since they

would notnow hayeharehave carried the county eyeneteneven if their votes would have been

counted the matter was dropped

early in the year of 18801860 erastus snow of st george introduced in

the territorial legislature a bill to changecbange the boundaries and county seat

of kaneeane county which was toquerville 35 T western section of kane county

would be given to washington county anaandsnd the countydounty seat would be moved to

kanabcanab toquervilletoguerville along with several other small towns would be in

washington county the bill passed both houses of the legislature and while

waiting for the signature of acting governor thomas the silver beerreefbeefreer miner

brimmedbrandedbrimded it asan an attempt on the part of the church leaders to increase the

voting power of the mormonsmormomornocormonsMor itmonsnons stated

the object of the bill is to cut off a large section of kane county
andana add the same to washington county in the latter of which silver
beerbeefreefreer isin situated all of this of course is very kind of beautiful
snow in fact we are afraid that if the legislature had muchmich longer to
run the old fossil would die of enlargement of the heart and what
a grand coup dietaldetat the bill would be in the event of the gentiles of
silver beerbeefreefreer ever getting down to their work and making an effort to run
the county why toquerville and two or three more settlements might
be the salvation of this part of the kingdom

but alas for the bill
and alas for snow
and bully for thomaethomassthomas
little veto

for that gentleman will set down on the measure like a thousand of
brick si7 officially speaking apostle snow can then pack his
gripsack eadsad retire to his hole in st george and we may add it

3 territorial executive recordsBe abstractcords of the legallegai returns of
the general election held in washingtonWash countylWoniwonimon august 18t8 utah state
archives
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would be no irreparable loss to his community if he would draw the
excavation in after him 36

acting governor thomas did not sign the bill probably because of

the pressure from silver beerbeefreefreer

in the election of 1880 the peoples party polled 713 votes to the

liberal partys 177 votestotesyotes 37 almost all of these votes were from silver

beef endandemd as can be seen at this time there was no danger of silver beef

outvotingout thevoting rest of the county

on february 16 1882 the united states congress passed the edmunds

bill which turned over to a commission appointed by the president all
registration and election officers in the territory of utah A provision

of this law provided that people married in plural marriage could not vote

or hold public office

in march 1882 the utah legislature passed the bill which extended

the boundary line of washington county about twentyfivetwenty milesfive to the east
30

ninemine small towns with a population of about 137 persons were affected 0

since the edmunds bill had just been passed whereby many mormons would

lose their vote it would appear that the saints were trying to strengthen

their vote in washington county the whole idea takes on a different view

however when it is found that the people of silver beef themselves

petitioned the changing of the boundary line in january 1882 the following

silver36 beerbeefreefreersilversliversliter minerminery february 14 1880

37sartselfsarf lake dailydallydaliy tribunetrib november 9 1882

laws of the territory of utah twentyfifthtwenty sessionfifth of the
legislative assembly 1882 p 100
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petition was sent to the council and house of representatives of the

legislative assembly of utah territoryterritorys

petition by the residentresidents of silver beef washington county request
that your honorable body will appropriate the sum of ritefivefiteflyeriye thousand

5000 dollars for the purpose of building a new road from what is
known as the black ridgebidge in kane county utah territory to silver
beef leeds harrisburg washington and saint george in washington
county andana also respectfully request that all that portion of kapefanekane
county utah lying west of the due north and south line drawn through
what is known as the narrows of the riobioblo virgin a short distance east
of the town of shonesburgSho benesburg detached from Kaneeane county andana attached to
washington county

in the last four years without territorial assistance we have built
andana kept in repair ouroum roads have builtbulit up and established a flourish-
ing town of more than a thousand inhabitants the inconvenience arising
from the said road lying in the two counties of ofwashingtonwashington and kane
would be reconciled by the annexation of the territory before described
from kaneeaneebne county to washington county and the whole of the road from
the black ridgebidge south being under the jurisdiction of one county would
very much facilitate the repairing and keeping it in order while the
population of the settlements on the rioblobio virgin from shonesburgSho tonesburg
toquerville who have to use the road as their own thoroughfare in their
commerce with the northern counties would assist in inkeepingkeeping it in
repair as of right they should do and thus allmilmiiali diversediv interestsse in
the uweuse of the said road and its repair be removed 3

the road over the black ridgebidge was in great need of repair and its
upkeep wasvaswab an important economic factor in the mining operation three

miles from silver beerbeefreefreer the black ridgebidge road crossed from washington county

into kaneeane county whereas all residents of washington county used the road

extensively as their mainmalnmainimaidl link with the north only a small portion of eanekane

county had need of it also eanekaneebnekene county had an extremely small populationpopulatioapopulatiampopula

anaand

tlamtiam

was unable to keep the road in good repair washington county would be

39petition by the residents of silver beef washington county to thetfae
council and house ofofrepresentativesRepresentatives of the legislative assembly of utah
territory territorial executive recordsBe utahcords state archives january 18821862
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able to put more money into the road as well asan being much more interested

in its upkeep

already the mines at silver beef were declining so that economic

consideration took precedent over political consideration with regards

to the change of the boundary inasmuch as the silver beerbeefreefreer citizens were

now petitioning for the passage of the bill it vadwasvaswabwad passed by the legisla-

ture and signed by the governor into law Asan a result the black ridgebidge road

would be in washington county and its upkeep would be better attended to

even the silver beef miner backed the measure

two petitions to the legislature both of the greatest importance
to our citizens are now being circulated for signatures one asks
for a small appropriation towards improving the main road to the
north and a change in the east boundary of the county the other is
rorfortor an act of incorporation for this city both are greatly needed
and should be sustained au4u

soon after the bill wasvas passed a shorter and much improved road was

located over the black ridgebidge to silver reefbeef

the fact that the mormon vote waswaxwaevaevas materially increased by the

annexation of part of kaneeaneebne county did not seem to trouble the gentiles at

this time it may be that the liberal party had no real hope of ever

being able to outvoteout theyotevotevolte mormon population

the communities that were added to washington county were hevhewnewnev

harmony bellevue toquerville virgin grafton springdaleringdaleSp shonesburgnesburgSho

silver beef miner january 14 1882

id october 21 1882
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made at political rallies see appendix B
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ho
rockville and duncansduncan retreatBe geographically42treat speaking the above townstowtol
which wereverevete OBon the virgin biyerbiverriverblyer naturally lay within washington county audand

were separated by mountainsmountain from the rest of kaneeane county kanarravanarraKa whichnarra
ho

was in eanekanekeneebne county originally wasvasvadwad given to iron county if additional

yotesvotestotes had been the only concern kanarraeanarrapanarra would probably have been added

to washington county also

in the november election of 1882 the liberal party made its greatest

campaign to elect officers for washington county under the leadership of

james N louderloider the party held large rallies in silver beef toquervllletoguerville M
hi44st george the rallies in toquervllletoguerville and st george were well attended

by members of the peoples party but they had little effectaffect many of the

members of the peoples party could not vote because of the test oath which

wasvasveswes administered by the utah commissionCx inmission this oath the person had to

swear that he was not practicing plural marriage in spite of the oath

the peoples party easily outvotedout thevoted liberal party of silver beerbeefreefreer 777
he

votes to 219 yotesvotestotes 45 in 1884 the gentile vote of washington county was

46
50 votes and the mormon vote vaewasvanveswae 670 from this we rindfindindcind that the pop-

ulation of silver beerbeefreefreer wasvas falling fast by 1890 the population of silver

beef was negligible due to the closing of mostmootnostnoot of the mines and mills

hpdepartment of the interior general land office map of territory
of utah 1876 photostaticPhoto copystatic in the utah historical society library
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CHAPTERCHAPTEB V

ECONOMIC ASITSCTS OF teeTHE MINESMIKES

silver beerbeefreefreer mines had their initial success becausebecame very rich ore

was found near the surface which required little capital for development

however the area was remote with no railroads and poor wagon roads the

continual shipments of ore to salt lake approximately three hundred miles

and plochepioche nevada about one hundred miles was prohibitive it was

necessary rorfor the ore to assay at least 200 to the ton to make these ship-

ments worthwhile and there was a limited amount of such ore william T

barbees rich tecumseh claim made it possible for him to ship more than

others but it was apparent from the beginning that mills would be neces-

sary for the success of most mining ventures capital to erect mills was

not to be had among the first owners and it soon became their desire to

attract outside interests such interests were at first slow to invest in

silver reefbeef because they werevere suspicious of stories of silver coming from

sandstone but at a later date this unique condition attracted attention

and capital when it became evident that the deposits were not just

surface capitalists from san fransisco and salt lake took a keen interest

in the mines later new york capitalists also invested heavily

some of the economic factors which were favorable to the attraction

of capital were

1 the mines in most cases would be purchased cheaply
2 the sandstone ore was easily milled
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sandband tone

erwisfrwis isco minimmining and scientific
press the census raportbeportr2port of precious metals gave a basic discussion on

the mines in 188001880 the director of the mint beporfc discussed the theories

of sandstone silver in 1881 and 1885

87

3 an abundance of timber and cordwood was near at hand
4 available water at uall creek was near at hand
50 the country was already pioneered and roads though poor

haahad been built
6 cheap mormon labor could supply lumber wood and freighting
7 mormon farm produce was reasonably priced

the best producing mines of silver beerbeefreefreer soon came under the control

of four mining companies these were the leeds sliversilver mining company the

christy mining and milling company the barbee and walker company and the

stormont silver mining company the first two were owned by san fransisco

interests and the other two were controlled by nevhewnew torkyork capital

the genesis of silver sandstone

during the late isbosisyos1870a and early l880s1880a silver keerkeefreefreer enjoyed a brief

period of national attention as the leading mining journals debated their

theories of the origin of silver in sandstone the newhewhevnev york engineering

and mining journal published a number of major articles between 1879 and

1881 on silver beef mines an important article by charles rolkerbolkerholker

december 25 18801880 was9.9 featured by the san fransiscofranslsco

the book mines 9 miners and mining

interests of the united statenystatesystateestacee published in 1882 discussed in detail

silver reefbeefbeerreer sandstone

three basic theories were offered the first stated that since the

area wasvas in close proximity to former volcanic centercenters metal solutions

came from below in the form of hot springs and deposited the silver in the

porous sandstone the sandstone already having been formed before the silver
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was deposited 0 ehithithisthib was the theory of charles rolkerbolker of san fransisco

the second theory is that the metals were placed in the sandstone at the

time it was being formed and was percipitated from metalic solutions from

above this theory was held by professor jo so newberrynewHew ofberrybermy columbia unive-

rsity A third theory was that streams running over the sandstone beds after

they had been fforederasedformd carried the metalmetaimetau from other source and deposited

it in the sandstone from aboveoabove this was the theory of mr cazin of new

york the first theory had widesteldest acceptanceoacceptanceacceptancesaccept 1anceo the debates advertisedadvertizedadver

the

tizedsized

mines widely and attracted newhewnev york pitalocapitalocapilsialcapitalaca

the companies statedstartedsta theirted istanceexistanceexistenceex under veryver7vera favorable prospects

and success was predicted by everyone 0 the silver was there in great

abundance and it was expected that additional companies and mills could

also develop at a fine profitprofile

economic problems

the leeds mining company was the first to run into difficulty a

this company stopped operations after twenty monthsmonthe having produced

790000 worth of sliversilverosilver 2 some of thetaetas silver beerbeefreefreer people believed that

there was no excuse for the mill toppingstopping and theorized that inside mani-
pulators of the company were trying to get the price of the stock down so

that they could snatch it up for much less than it was worthworthy others felt
that the companyscompany s trouble wbbwas due to gross mismanagement on the part of the

willlamWill ralstonbalstonlainiain balch comp 0 the mines g miners and mining interests
of the united states in 1882 philadelphia s the mining industrial publishing
bureau 1882 ppap 224
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board of trustees 5 the real reason seems to be that the mill was running

low grade ore valued at sixteen dollars to the ton which simply was not

profitable better ore was not to be found in the mines the company

continued for a time but was never again a paying venture

the fault theory

A major problem which confronted the christy company was the theory

held by some that the buckeye reefbeef was faulted from the white beef since

the christys mines were all on the buckeye reefbeef it was expected by many

that their rich mines would come to an end when the fault was reached

the evidence of the fault was established by the general resemblance in

the two reefs the census report stated that the two reefs had a general

resemblance in the following mannermanners

A series of red and gray sandstones and sandy shales with bands of
greenish and red clay shales of the most marked characteristics and
above all the occurrence of fossil plants and silver ores in certain
beds of similar appearance in each led many to suppose that the beersbeefsreefsreersreens
were the same and cutoutculoul off by a great fault 4

in 18801860 captain henry S lubbock superintendent of the christy

company maaemade an extended trip of five months to new york for the purpose

of selling the christy company to hevhewnewnev york interests while he was there

the silver beef miner newspaper published materials concerning the theory

silver beef miner october 8 1879187910

department

I1

of the interior census office statistics and tech-
nology of the precious metals washington s government printing office
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5silversliver reefbeefbeerreer miner septebmerSept 22ebmer 18801860

of the fault and accused lubbock ofcf being on a mission to sell worthless

kilnesnilnes whose ores would at any time give out the fault theory was

illustrated in the newspaper as follows

FIGURE 1

buckensBUCKEUS reefBEEFrawrag SHOWNSHCWHshonn AS FAULTEDFAULTKD OFF FROM eheTBEehr WHITE reyfBEEFMOF

even though the christychristys mines were eaaong the richest of silver

reefbeef it Is indeed possible that the company officials feared that the

mines would end with the fault at a not too great depth and desired to

sell for that reason whatever their reason they were unable to sell
because of the publicity the fault theory was given by the miner news-

paper lubbock returned from newhewhevnev york embarrassed and started a libel

suit against the miners two owners edward and john pikepikoopikao he also

claimed that he was being blackmailed by the pike brothers and had been

informed that the obnoxious articles would not be published if he would

pay 300030000 the pike brothers were arrested and released on bond of

200021000 each 5 the resulting feelings were sometimes referred to as the
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minertmineryminers s war on the christy companyCoar thepany editors claimed that for their

articles on the fault theory they received the following anonymous

threatening letterlettersletteroietter
let me tell you that your time is short unless you stop your

damned slandryalandry on the christy and capt lubbock you can
probably crawl out of your lawsuit but you cant find a hole small
enough to crawl into to get away fromtramfranfron us we will clean out your
lying paper and you with it if you dont hush up and be careful
we dont want to hurt you scrubs if we can help it but if you
publish anything about the lawsuit look for the avengersAv

the

engers

pike brothers answered this threat by stating we will

permit no man or any number of men to clean out this shebang while a

round of ammunition can be procurredprocurved wherewith to defend it they

then embarked on a program of defending themselves and making fun of

the christy companys lawyer gibson clark through their newspaper

they taunted clarkdark as though he were the cause of all their troubles

while the trial was waiting they printed statements in their newspaper

representative is the following

on the next saturday will be the anniversary of the birthday of
kwan tai a chinese god the chinese are determined to keep the
devils away by firecrackersfire theycrackers can use gibson clarkdarknark to shoot
off his mouth if the firecrackersfire dontcrackers work 0

in the samebame issue of the silver beerbeefreefreerreet miner an engraving is found

silversliver beerbeefreefreerreet miner april 10 18801860

dem71demden
8bidqtbidebid junjune 12 1880018801860
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which indicates the contempt with whimwhich the pike brothers held for gibson

clark it is as followfollowssfollows

this beautiful engraving represents him gibson clark on his way
to beaver to prosecute the libel suit recently instituted against
the miner 9

FIGUREFIGLM 2

SILVER MFKEEPreepreef MIMRISMIHEES ENGRAVINGENGBAVING representingBE GIBSONSENTING CLARKCIABKcllrk

the case which was tried in the district court at beaver was won

by the pike brothers soon specialists camecaneemme to believe that there was no

fault because close examination revealed certain dissimilarities between

the two ore bed reefs it was concluded that the buckeye beerbeefreefreer ran under

the white reefbeef 10

even though most experts came to believe that the fault did not

exist nevertheless the theory put a shadow over the christy company which

stopped further investments in its property as well as other mines on the

9idemidenlaen
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buckeye reefbeef

the action of the newspaper shows in part the undaunted spirit of

newspapers of that period they spoke out for what they believed it
also indicates the power with which a newspaper in a mining towntoun can

affect the economic status of the mines

labor and wages

at 4004.00 per day underground silver reefbeef miners were making more

than other miners in the territory other districts were paying 3.50350

per day but the remoteness of silver beerbeefreefreer and the favorable conditions

under which the mines were opened demanded the highest wages

in february 18801860 steps were taken by miners to organize a union

the silver reefbeef miner reported the meeting as follows

the meeting was called to order by J B wood P H shea was
elected president and C C reynoldsreyBey secretarynolds president shea
in a few words explained the object of the meeting and subsequently
a preamble and resolutions further explanatory of that object was
read by secretary reynoldsbejBeyrej andnolds adopted by the meeting without a dis-
senting voice all miners in sympathy with the meeting were next
requested to sign a paper with a heading to that effect and in a short
tinetime the signatures of 110 men graced the roll it is understood that
the constitution and by laws of the virginia miner union or so much
thereof as maybe applicable to this district will be adopted at the
next meeting

A

4

permanent organization was effected later in the month with

matthew oloughlin as president from this time on regular meetings were

ip32
held

11

and the union became an active organization A hall was purchased

silver beerbeefreefreer miner february 14 18801860

ibid february 21 18801860
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for the headquarters where socials were held frequently

the strike

the labor strike at silver beerbeefreefreerneefneer has long been regarded as the

beginning of the end for the camp on february 1 1881 miners of the

buckeye mine of the stormont company upon arriving at work were notified

that thereafter they would be required to work for 3503050430043053503.50 per day this

they refused to do and went back to town after holding a meeting at one

o1clock they marched over to the barbee and walker mine where they were

joined by union members working there then proceeded back to the buckeye

where they stopped all operations by taking possession of the mine later
in the day they resigned possession of the mine to sheriff hardy thus

started what may have been the first organized labor strike in utah the

result of the strike was that two hundred men remained idle for three

months 3

it soon became apparent that superintendent alienallenailen of the stormont

company had proposed to both the barbee and walker company and the christy

company that they reduce wages together claiming that the ores being

extracted were not profitable at the 4004.00 per day wage level captain

henry S lubbock of the christy company refused to join but the barbee

alidand walker company agreed to cut wagesvages with the stormont company

the union issued a circular requiring every miner in the district

ibidbid february 2 1881

lploche14piochelP recordlochePiocheploche february 5 1881
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to become a member of the organization before the fifteenth of february
15consequently the membership grew to three hundred

by the end of the month the silver reefbeef miner reported that

negotiations between the companies and the miners had failed

negotiations toward a compromise seem to have been broken off and
as matters now stand it is simply a freeze out game if the stormont
property is not on a dividend paying bases as claimed it lais probable
that the mines and mill will remain shut down for a lengthy period
and a severe test made of the strength of the minerminers union 6

the feelings and attitudes of the miners are reflected in a letter

written by the union to the salt lake tribune

it is not the object of this communication to argue the merits of
capital and labor for we know the former is the ungratefultheungrateful offspringoff
of

spring
the latter minerssminerosMin tradeerss takes longer to master than others it

takes more strength and endurance he ends up broken when he should be
in the flush of manhood danger is ever present the miners feel
about the same way to the superintendents as a mule to his driver we

feel that aversion to ththo working maninan is innate in gen ogden superi
tendent of barbee while we regard col alienallenailen and major leyson as
devoid of sympathetic feeling why didnt they come before the union
and say they earn no profit and that everything hedhad to be cut down on
instead of letting the men come to work with their dinner pailspallspalis anaand
say you ranta3it go down unless you will go for 3503050430043053503.50 a day could have
at least told us the night before treat us like mules this is the
way they have ever delt with us 1117

the tribune the salt lakkelateslakelahkelahelahb herald and the deseret newshews supported the

companies while the silver beerbeefreefreer miner and the plochepioche record supported the

minerss union the tribune reminded the fineisminersmineis that while the comstock

paid 4004.00 per day their miners verewere working in living hellheuheilheiihen whereas

silver
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conditions at silverilverliverSd reefbeef wecewerewertweyevereveet excellent 10484.8

by the end of february y rumors that the christy company would join

the other two companies in the cutout in wages led to desperate action on the

part of the union A meeting was held and a committee of twelve men were

appointed to wait upon colonel allen superintendent of the stormont

company he was ordered to leaveleare town by an armed force his request for

three hours preparations was denied andana within five minutes was escorted

by twelve mounted men out of silver beenbeefreefreenreer 719

the silver reefbeefbeetreet miner commented that it vaswaswabvab a desperate measure

and one which the circumstancescircuastancesciremstances hardly justify especially when it is

remembered that mr alienallenailen iis only the agent of the stormont company

the grand jury of the second judicial district soon indicted some of

the officers and members of the minerss union for their action against

allenalienailen on the 16thl6thlath of march a mounted posse of thirty mormon men from

st george armed with shotgunsshotgmsshotguasshot suddenlygunsguas dropped into silver beerbeefreefreer under

the direction of U S deputy marshal arthur prettprattjprattpratta sheriff augustus P

hardy and deputy sheriff hoag they proceeded to the barbee and walker mine

and there arrested several of the leaders of the minersminerss union locked

them in jail and placed a strong guard around it others were also rounded

up without resistance or violence 2 since the jail was notdot large enough

idem

pioche record march 1881

silver beef minezminer march 2 188118810

ibid march 16 1881
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andana twenty days
sk24

imprisonment joe carr 50 fine the remaining eleven fined 100 each

since many miners left silver beef during the strike for tombstone

arizona and other mining districts business in silver beef came to a

stand still the silver beef miner stated

tisitis a sad reminder of fallen greatness when we contrast the silver
beerbeefreefreer of a year ago with that of today then the hum of busy industry
pervaded every corner of our camp today is still and quiet

eibelb

23silversliver

imprimar
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to hold them all some were lodged in the ricebice building A line was drawn

around the building and those under arrest were told that they would be

shot if they crossed the line all saloons were closed by order of the

sheriff 22

on the following day they were taken under guard to beaver by

wagon where they were to be tried for riot conspiracy and false

imprisonment 232 they were defended by arthur brown one of the leading

attorneys of the territory the union lost the case and thirteen of the

strikers were convicted three of these were released on ballbailbali and the

others taken to the utah territorial penitentiary later they were

sentenced as follows Matthmatthiewlew oloughlin fined 75

2

the pioche record sarcastically stated the condition as follows

business during the week under review has been fairly active a
prominent merchantmerch havingemtamt sold a spool of thread a paper of pinsminpin

pp22george E miles personal interview

silver beef miner march 30 1881

ibid september 3 1881

april 20 1881
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two boxes of paper collars and a small bottle of rouge

in april the union held a meeting to discuss their problem after
long deliberation they voted to accept the 3.50350 per day wagevagewabe nearly

everyone lost because of the strike and it Is claimed that the town was

27never the same j many cornish miners came in and replaced the irish
in addition mormon help became more common in the mines the christy

company operated during the strike smoothly andana greatly benefited by

lowering its wages also when the union gave in the stormont company

lost the most because its most valuable mine was flooded when the striking

miners turned off the pimpspumps although the strike lasted only three months

it was five months before the barbee and walker and stormont mills started
28operating again thereafter business and mining operations functioned

once again

cloche record april 9 1881

george E miles persoxialpersozialpers interviewozial

silverilverliver beef miner july 18 1881
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VALUE OF SILVER PRODUCEDPRODUM AT SILVER reefBEEF BY yearIEAE

after 1882 the barbee and walker company and the stormont company

verewere never again successful operations however the stormont company

continued operations off and on until 1887 under a new organization

silver reefbeef miner 9 compiled from quotations taken between 187918821879 188229silversliver

ayogro
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production

the greatest production of silver reefbeef camcame during the first six

years of the operation of the mills during which better than 5000000

worth of silver bullion was produced 7 this amount represents approxi-

mately onesixthone ofsixth utahs total silver production for that period

the next eighteen years produced only 2500000 in silver production

trends can be seen in the following table
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called the stormont mining company of utah the christy company

continued operations until merchmarch 1889 when it was no longer able totic

make a profit 0131 during the period between 1885 to 1888 much of the

productionproauction wasvaswabvab due to the leasers who did tliet6 mining endandena had the ore

run through the company millmills as custom work

the average cost of mining and reduction of ore varied a little
in each company but in general it ran about sixteen dollars to the ton 32

leasers were able to mine and reduce the ore for as little as ten dollars

per ton 0

proctor

ibid january 1 1890

v ibldibidibad january 1 1881 the average cost of mining andana milling
at the christy company was given as follows

for labor salaries per netnot ton 7467046
power7

tools and supplies 91
total mining per ton 837

labor for milling per ton 285
blue stone 21 ibs at 15 cents .3131
mercury 122 ibslbsibb at 8098.09480948.09 .5858
salt .5151
fuel and coal 1311.311031131
general supplies 87
hauling .7373073

contingent and legal expenses 41.41

total milling cost per ton 7577.57

grand total mining and milling 159415.94

33miger33marlger sagesaga of three towns 9 p 91

boctorsoctor34proctorSoc34 2ak2ktorproctor citcity ppe 77770

stormont 30

profit

ton 33

givesthe production

1

3libid
32

091
F 37

2 85

57

gives the total product lonionton of the camp as 7823000 for

the period between 1875 and 19103191o34191034 this agrees closely to the wells

isaltssalt30salt lake tribunetribuna january ly 1885

31
58
51
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fargo reports given in the tribune checked by the writer mr alecalee W

colbath who acquired most of the silver beef properties in 1916 claimed

that silver beef produced nearly 18000000 op35 this sum cannot be supported

by the evidence found by this writer based on ounces produced as reported

by wells fargo in the silver beef miner and the salt lake tribune plus

90000 for production during 1875 76o76j along with 53994 for 190119101901

production

1910

amounts to a grand total of 753337930 in the 1950s the

western gold and uranium inc is reported to have taken over 250000

out of silver beerbeefreefreer 36

the constant decline in the value of silver was one of the dis-

couraging the average

price of silver was 1.20120 per ounce by 1883 the price had dropped to

111 thus ore valued at l680168okiga16801680kige per ton in 1877 would be worth 155415.54

when the christy company ceased operations in 1888 the same ore wouldwoud

have been worth only 1302 per ton at ninetythreeninety centsthree per ounce

leasers could still make a profit but company operations were unprofit-

able this drop in price of ore was only one of several factors which

brought about the decline of silver reefbeef As the mines became deeper

of course the cost of mining was greater in some of the bestbeat produc-

ing mines on the buckeye beerbeefreefreer water was encountered which added to the

cost As the nearby juniper forests were depleted cordwood haulers

demanded more for their wood which was necessary to keep the steam mills

3mariger saga of three towns p 93

TIarigermariger personal interview

tribmpt

9o 1875760 P
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andarkianaarel steam hoisting works running in shorty while the cost of mining was

growingovinggr the price of silver was fallingfallin butgD most important of all the

deeper the mines the lower the grade of ore produced

the kenner mine owned by enos A wallwaliwaii is a case in point it
was the largest independently owned mining operation at silver beerbeefreefreer

producing a great quantity of high grade ore when the high grade of ore

failedfa wallbledliledl was unable to pay his employees he was forced by an angry

mob to flee the reefbeef with the prophetic words boys the time will come

when I1 will pay you 200 for every 1.00100 1I owe 37 after making millions

at binghambinahim canyon wall was able to keep his promise

wolley lund and judd

As the mining companies ceased operations they were leased by

thethis famous st george pioneer firm of wolley lund and judd these men

were running a successful mercantile establishment at silver reefbeef they

leased and operated the stormont mill and mines in 18881&8 under the name

of the la virgin company they operated both the stormont and the christy

mills and mines the following year 3 between 1891 and 1896 most mining

was done by independent leasers and when enough ore was gathered a mill

run was made by wolley lund and judd in 1893 they converted at the

expense of 25000 the barbee and walker mill to a waterpoweredwater millpowered

which proved to be unprofitable and were never able to recover their

37marlger37mariger37 sagamariger of three towns p 104 this story was confirmed ty
albert miller in a personal interview

38salt lake tribune january 1 1890
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investment 0 the population of silver reefbeef had been dwindling since the

strike so that by 1890 it was almost a ghost town with a population of only

177 persons 39

attempts to revive silver reefbeef

the brundage company of cleveland ohio in 1898 bought out

wolley lund and judd and alamedplamed to revive the camp but the continued

decline in the price of silver stopped their plans mariger states that

the last mill run was in 1908 alecalee W colbath raised 1600001601000 and

purchased most of the leading properties of silver beefreefbeer in 1916 latelater
he sold controlling interest to the american smelting and refiningfiningBe

company who performed extensive development work on the buckeye reefbeef

thethle exciting account of the dangerous tunneling under the california

mine and tapping its bottom in order to drain the water is a noteworthy

tcry it gave great satisfaction to the miners who accomplished the

rd without loss of lifeilfe the company ceasedeased its work when the

depression of 1929 hitmt aridandanid the price of silver fell to 26 per ounce

the western gold and uranium inc purchased many of the old mines

in 1950 and shipped out considerable uranium ore A mill was erected where

39departmentsdepartment39 ofDepartment the interior census office report of population of
the united states at the eleventh census g l990j part I1 washington govern-
ment printing orficeoffice 18951995 P 3

rigeriarigeria sagasapsaabsam of three townstoutov po
19m 93P

tbex stirling hurricane utah personal interview august aj5j 1962
mr stirling was born anaandalha raised in leeds j utah and was employed by the
american smelting and finingrefiningBe company
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silversliverbliver concentrates were produced and shipped no high grade ore as in

the old days was found jack howell western gold and uranium inc official
stated that the operation was a paying business 5 but that the company owned

better propertiesdropro inverties which they were investing and therefore ceased opera
ho

tlonstionseions at silver beef in 1958 mining authorities agree that silver beef

still contains considerable silver and may yet have a prosperous future

economic effects on southern utah

silver beef brought economic blessings which can hardly be over-

estimated to southern utah it brought the first prosperity the

pioneer settlements had enjoyed here at the very doorstepdoor ofstep the towns

lay a cash market for their hay grain meats eggs wine and garden

produce As far north as ephraim and manti butter and eggs werewenevene packedrachedracked

in flour andana oats and shipped the two weeks journey to silver beef
ho

where they brought a better price than on the salt lake market

I1

eibleeibie kate
B carterarter0 comp heart throbs of the west salt lake city daughters of
the utah pioneers 194919491 p 81810blabiabli

44jameshh
Gr bleakrjames southern utah mission history record l88ll8871881188188118871881

Ms
188

typewritten copy church historianshistorian office ppap 31315313 15

42

43

195 ire150lre

43elsie

supply-

ing cordwood lumber and rock salt gave many others employment almost

all of the ore hauling was handled by men of the surrounding communities

and a freight trade worth 3000 a month was conducted by st george

44
interests at the reefbeef george E miles stated that the town of santa claramaramarsmers

42 ijack howell personal interview silver beef utah august 24
1958

elsie M moffitt early day freighting in sanpete county
parter
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was built up fromframfron the farmerstsfarmorssfarmfar producemorss sold at the beetbeefreefreet
many

45

considered the mines an economic godsendgod whichsend came in a

dark hour to aid their efforts in building up the landlanaiana 40 whereas almost

allaliail who invested in the mines lost money in the end the local people

mademeaenaae fine profits even local mormons who invested heavily in business

at silver beef lost 5 but those who followed the church leaderss original

instructions of supplying the miners with their homegrownhomehone producegrown only

became the real beneficiaries

was the economic advantage enough to offsetoff theset moral disadvan-

tage of a rough mining element it probably was because the saints

for the most part did not become a part of the mining community

A considerable economic benefit to nearby townstowne was the availa-

bility of building materials as the silver beef buildings were demolished

albert ER miller stated that much of the lumberluber and timbers used in the

new towntoun of VerkinlaverkinlaversinLa came from silver beerbeefreefreer 043 the buildings of the

ghost town were dismantled only to reappear as houses barns bridges

or just fences in the adjacent communities the hospital pulled down

in 1889 became the home of bob lund in st george the catholic church

was moved to leeds became tsettethetle creation1ecreatlontecreationrecreationte hall the silver beerbeefreefreer freetree

public school upon beinsbeing moved to leeds continued to serve as the

school building there even the smoke stack from the california mine

hoisting works was utilized in that it became a fifty foot irrigation

george EF miles personal interview
46

idem
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albert E miller personal interview st george utah july 29 1962.1962196201962
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flume over the volcanic wash near santa clara the boiler was used for

the dixie college heating plant at st george in this manner the once

bustling mining town of silver reefbeef disappeared

while in the process of tearing doundown a building he intended to

move to his ranch peter anderson discovered a hidden cache of 2000

in gold coin the building hadhed been used as a dance hall the proprietor

having been killed by a halfcrazedhalf drunkencrazed woman his money remained

his secret until anderson stumbled upon it the discovery spurred other

citizens on to raauaack the remaining buildings in hopeshores of being equally
48successful

the immediate economic advantages of silver beef were plainly

evident buthutbilthilt there is little evidence today to indicate these advantages

were lasting following the decline of silver beef the people had very

little economic advantages which could be accredited to silver beef

hono industry of lasting quality was added to southern utah brigham

young seems to have prophesied correctly when he stated in 1876 according

to the plochepioche recordresal the mines at silver beef were a delusion andend a

snare that more money would be expended on them than there would be

derived from themthen and that the gentiles before long would be tired of

them 49

48
albert E miller personal interview george E miles also con-

firmed this story in his interview

pibcbqi49pj6chg record november 24 1876
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conclusions

the discovery and beginning of silver reefbeef have been confusing

to many who have often heard a number of conflicting reports john kemple

was the first to locate mineral in the area but the part the mormon

pioneers played has been largely overlooked this study has revealed

that the latterdaylatter saintsday were very actively engaged in locating claimsclaim

and organiziorganizingorganize the mining districts even erastus snow apostle to the

southern colonies recorded a claim despite the fact that he along with

other church leaders was teaching against the mining of precious metals

it seems possible as the salt lake tribune claimed that the mormons

took up the claims to monopolize the mining ground to keep the gentiles

out of the area and to suppress the mines most of the mormon claims

were never developed

william T barbee of salt lake is usually given credit for being

the next on the scene and opening up the minesnines but the miners of pioche

nevada made a number of rich claims and started development before he

arrived it Is probably true however that he attracted attention and

capital to the area and in effect became a publicity agent for the mines

the famous pioche stampede occurred when the announcement was made

that san fransisco capital was investing in the mines and that mills

would be built soon howeverHo theveverwever stampede wherein the town moved to

silver reefbeef enenmassemasse was not a stampede for mines but for business

locations the town of silver beerbeefreefreer did not spring up spontaneously

nd organizi
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rather it was a result of a real estate promotion on the part of the

leeds mining company of san fransisco
some reports have placed the population of silver beef as being

over 3000 people but it probably never reached more than 1500 at its
peak during most of the boom days the available records show that the

population was slightly over one thousand it was a bustling rowdy and

typical mining town of that period nevertheless one contribution of

this thesis is to point out that cultural institutions such as schools

churches and civic clubs were developed to serve the miners in this

remotedemote community hubert H bancroft stated that the town was incorpor-

ated and indeed laws of incorporation were passed but this writer has

discovered that these laws were never put into effect and thus the town

suffered from lack of government and lavlaw enforcement

the intercourse between the chinese and americans presents anam

interesting array of problems involving the meeting of two widely

different cultures despite racial problems the peoples involved did

provide valuable services for each other

mormon leaders opposed members of the church associating with

gentiles either in a labor capacity or on a social basis the majority

of the saints heeded this admonition a minority ignored it toward the

enilendeng of silver reefbeef this policy seems to have been modified so that labor-

ing at the mines was not condemned however the local saints from the

very first supplied lumber cordwood and farm produce which benefited

both the mining operations and the local economy

in general silver reefbeef miners opposed the mormon church and its

3 000ooo 1 500

lavenforcement

both
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policies they supported the liberal party of utah in all of its activities
and made a feeble attempt to take political control of washington county

however the boundary line change in washington county in 1882 was not

primarily an attempt on the part of the mormons to save the country from

gentile rule as has been asserted by some writerwriters but it was an economic

move to improve road conditions in southern utah and waswallvasvabvalivati fully supported

by the gentiles at silver reefbeefbeerreer

that silver had been found in sandstone was believed to be

impossible and at first discouraged investment in the mines but later
served to attract attention nationally newhew york investors were attracted

mainly because of this national attention 0 this study points out the

organization of the miners union and its activity during what may have been

the first strike in utah it is believed that the outcome of this strike

had disastrous effecteffects on not only silver beef but on all of washington

county

although estimates in varying degreesdogrees place the total production

of silver as high as 18000000 still available records indicate that

between 7500000 and 8000000 ar more likely to be the total pro-

duction the principle producing mines were the tecumseh the californiaCalifor

the

niasniaO

barbee aldeazriaide walker the buckeye the savage and the leeds group

the decline of the mines has been attributedattribued to the strike the

fall in the price of silver and the exhaustion of high grade ore while

the first two may be important contributingtributingon factors the latter is the

basic reasonrtasonrbason for the decline
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the christy mining and milling company

the christy mining and milling company was organized undertinder the

leadership of william H graves of san fransiscofranslsco california and william

M lubbock of san jose california the company was owned by ten private

individuals of that state on april 23 1877 lubbock and graves pur-

chased from william T barbee and john EH ely the following mines the

tecumseh the chloride chief with water rights the silver crown the

silver point the silver flat and a number of lots in bonanza city the

company was incorporated during the fall of 1877 with a capital stock of

6000000 in 60000 shares it was a closed corporation and its stock

was never placed on the marketmarkev 1

A fivestampfive millstamp was constructed southeast of silver beef and

started operating in january 1878 with lubbock as superintendent of the

mines and mill the company ownedawned 10000 feet of mining ground and nine-

teen acres of agriculture land the silver beef minerminorninerninor estimated the total

investment as follows

cost of mill 36000
steam

8
hoisting

4200047000
pumping

14

andana

POOO2000
drilling

20000

machinery

cost 16100016000

8000

of
cost 1

cost

maggie
of

of

mine
manhattan

tecumseh

mine

and

1000

silversliver

other

flat

mines

mines

200021000

l400014000

total

cost

investments

of

97000

california

d2

mine

sliveroliver beerbeefreefreer minerminelminei may 28 1877

2ibidsjbidbibid july 3 18801880

cecintecin eh

tat1

or izediced

fran isco

dur

6 000000 c oration

pump

tecimn eh andsilver

silver
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abnesbnes

grocesproces sed

silverreef

f follow

expectedever

held7exclusivelyY

fran iscanaiscan
dontbother

gett
do

come

4

finaneinanc ibital difficultdifficulties than any of the other compa-

nies the mill processed about forty tons of ore a day and produced one

silver brick worth approximately 2000 every two days during its
most prosperous years twenty mill hands and about forty miners verewere hired

receiving monthly wages totaling 8000 approximately 5

the original christy company ceased operations in 1888 and the

mill was leased to W M nesbitt and then later to wolley lund and judd

while in the hands of the original christy company it produced about

2500000 in silver

silver beerbeefreefreer miner october 15 1879

ibid july 3 188018800

salt5saltsaitisalt lake tribune january 1 1879

ibid
6

january 1 1892

c

dur

vagebges

6

orig

2 500 000

41bidy

edever

ooo

beerbeefreefreer theY christy

company was by far the most successful fratfrom the silversliverReefbeef miner we

findfina the following

the nevhewnew york mining record wants to know you know whethernhetherghether
the christy mayraay be expectexpected ever to pay a dividend M yebyesye pards
a good many of m and good sized ones too in fact the christy
pays dividends all the time but as the stock is heldheiahela exclusively
by a closed corporation of ten or twelve san franciscans andana not
a share on sale at any price the lucky owners dont bother about
publishing notices of dividends but just quietly get together
and whack up the profits they have been doing it for a long time
past and in all probability they will continue doing it for a long
time to comei until they all become millionaires 3

within sixteen months of operations the christy company had pro-

duced 95000 in net profits which was almost enough to cover the entire

original investment the company continued as a steady producer until
1888 with much less financial

1183183.18

of the four large companies operating in silver

9.9
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the pioneer mill

the pioneer mill owned by the christy company was built and

running by october 1877 it waswabvabwabavaba a three stamp steampoweredsteam millpowered

located below leeds it ran until june 1879 when it was purchased by

the stormont mining company and was dismantled parts of it were used

in the stormont mill 1

the stormont silver mining companycompan of hevhewnewnev york

the stormont mill was erected by hunter and gross of salt lake city
Q

in may 1877 the mill was constructed on the virgin riverbiver about four

miles south of silver beerbeefreefreer it was a ten stamp poweroperatedpower milloperated with

a millrace one mile long which brought the water from the virgin riverbiver

this mill went into production july 4 1878 at a cost of 55000

in 1879 hunter and gross sold out to newhewnev york interests and the

stormont silver mining company of hevhewnewnev york was incorporated july 19

with a capital stock of 1500000 in 150000 shares its mines were the

stormont buckeye the thompson and mcnally patented as well as the

last chance savage and part interest in nine unpatented mines

the stormont mill had a greater capacity to mill ore than the other

silver beef mills but the cost of processing ore was higher due to the

four miles distance required to haul the ore A tramway from the mines

frolkertaolker7rolkerTa op22olker cit ppap 25625

fining
6

review salt lake city june 30 1903

department of the interior census office statistics and
technology op cit p 479

wasa

7

y

8

9

10

9department

22 v

A ibiddid ppap 4798047980479 80
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to the ills was planned to carry the ore but it was never constructed

after the strike the stormont company ran into financial troubletroubietrolltroil

for

bieblehie

which the silver reefbeef miner blamed john BR bothwell and william 8

clarkdarknark business managers of the company after 1882 the company con-

tinued limited operations until 1887 when it came under a new organization

called the stormont mining company of utah

the barbee and walker mining and milling companyC

william

any

T barbee started to build a mill and develop his barbee

and walker claims of about 271 lineal feet at the north end of the

white beef with financial aid from walker brothers of salt lake city 13

he took into partnership with him J S van hagen a miner of plochepioche

who was superintendent of the mines while barbee was in charge of building
ik14and operating the mill

the five stamp steampoweredsteam millmitmil wasI1 wisely located at the southmouth

of the mine which eliminated the cost of ore hauling the company also

owned fourteen acres of agricultural land to assure water rights the

mill was completed and set in operation in march 1877 md paid for

itself in the first twelve months of operation

berbeebarbeearbee and van hagen decided to sell the barbee andana walker mine

silver beef miner march 29 1882

salt lake tribune january 1 1885

silver13silverbliver13 beef miner july 3 1880

piocheploche record november 22 1876

d

iftizars

c
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haul
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B

14pioche reme
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and mill some have reported that the two men were not compatible and

even carried guns because of their distrust of each other howeverho itwevervever

would seem that the main reason for selling was that it was to their
advantage to sell out at this time 1 barbee went to the houbolthoribolthombolteoriHori areaboltboit

of nevada and started the barbee district while van hagen moved to

salt lake city

in the silver beef miner newspaper the organization of the new

barbee and walker silver mining company of newhewhevnev york was announced3ounced as

follows

the personnel of the newmewnev york company new barbee andana walker to
whom the barbee and walker property in this district was recently
soldboldboid is as follows president milton S labhanlathamlawham vice president
BR L ogden treasurer francisfranc Ais fogg secretary D L loucks
trustetrusteesbruste M C lathamlatham1athamathamlathanlathanathanbatham elisha riggsbiggs francis A fogg D L loucks
andemdend BRP L ogden the capital stock of the company Is placedn1aced at
1000000 in 100000 shareshares at the par value of 10 J 0

richardbichardricherd L odgen was sent to be the resident director of the mines

for the new company he launched a general program of improvement by

introducing the first telephone which was considered quite a novelty

in sliversilver beef in the barbeeberbee andana walker mine he also brought in the

new improved aircompressorair drillscompressor which wereverevemeweme regarded as a forward

step and represented one of the most recent developments in mining 17
r

the initial success of the company was promising for within six

months the company had paid out 60000 in dividends andanaena had made

Marlger personal interview

silver beerbeefbeereerree minerf16silversliver

121321
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30000 toin improvements from its profits company stock wasvaswabvab quoted at

416041.60 a share 18

on january 1 18601880 the miners of the barbee and walker company

along with the miners of the stormont company ventwent on strike these two

companies had agreed to cut the wages of the miners fromfron 4004.00 per day

to 350 per day and the wages of the mill hands and other workers in

proportion after the strike the barbee and walker company continued

until december 1882 when the high grade ore becamebecane exhausted thus

the company fell into financial embarrassment unable to pay its debts

the property of the company was sold at a marshalsmarshal sale

idem

18801

from400

19

18

191bid



jearsyearsyearb

APFFENAPFFEapineDIX

baldasbaidas

tailedtalledreereb

partainpartyin

APHEHDIX B

the silver beerbeefreefreer minerminero dated october 28 1882 reported the political

talks given at the liberal rallyballyraily as follows s

the liberal rallykallyreilyraily the first meeting of the liberal campaign in
washington county opened up in the citizens hall last evening in
this city the signal for gathering being music by the brass band
after some preliminary remarks col W I1 alienallenailen was chosen chairman
and amromro T K stevens secretaryosecretarysecretarioSecreta colryo alienallenailen arose to explain the
nature of the meeting in a brief neat speech and introduced judge
J KN louder who commenced by reviewing the liberal partyperty in utah
for the last fourteen years said that he respected the belief and
opinion of every honest person of the peoples party and thought
that the most good could be donedons by showing the young the error of
their ways referred to the rule of the liberal party in tooelethoele
county and baldsaidbaid as he was one of the officers of that county at the
time he knew that they were maligned and misrepresented in regard
to the misappropriation of public fundsofundszerzerazem snow esq wasvaswabvab the next speaker 0 said he had been raised in
utah and knew the ins and outs of affairs in this territory from a
mere boy respected the religious belief of the dominant party and
while he believed the masses sincere in their convictions the practice
of polygamy in the fact of existingekiekl statuessting prohibiting the same

judge gibeongibson clarkclaris nasetmxtnasxt occupied the floor dwelt principally
upon the present condition of utah politics of church and state
said that the peoples party denied the charge that the church ruled
the state here but said he I1 will attempt to show my hearers
that the opposite is the case he then proceeded to criticize the
action of public men in churdachurchchurdh capacity laying particular stress
upon the idea that what john taylor personally desired in political
matters was the law to all classes of the mormon community made
some severe criticiaingcriticisingcriticizingcritic remarksising in relation to a sermon je do T

mcallisterMcAllmaali inlsterister the town of kanara sdsomesd monthssome agooagoabo
judge E D hoge was next introduced to the assembly eulogizedeulogisedEulogi

the
sed

remarks of the former speakers and endorsed what had been said
had been a citizen of utah for seventeen ears and vaswasvabwab vellwellveilveliweilweli posted
he saidsaldbaldbaidbeidbeld on the situation of utah matters detailed to hishib hearers
how the liberal party had struggled for their rights here for four-
teen years said that fourteen years and a month ago the party was
organized and the opposition they had met from that day to the
prebenpresentpresenpregent i but nevertheless the rag tag andazid party as
they are generally termed had steadily increased in nmbersmsaibersambers and
power till the dominant party begin to realizeir the danger that beset
them in a political sense in this bright beautiful silver bound
territory said the peoples party todayto jday where indebted for their

t
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goo900boo orderdorder and enterprising spirit that had been
maintained in the camp barring one or two exceptions since the mines
had been opened in this section and trusted the samebame feeling and
course would be maintained in the future

he then in a powerful and interesting speech referred to the
present situation of utah affairs said the people commonlymmonlymoonly called
cormonsmormonsMor settledmons in the great american basin when this western

country was mexican soil andana on their arrival here unfurled the
national flag and took possession of the country as american citizens

recentbecent legis-
lation has made polygamy a crime and the supreme court of the landlanaiana
has ruled it constitutional and there Is no other way than submit to
the inevitable decree however unjust it may appear to those whose
right it was to worship and believe as conscience dictates regret-
ted to see and hear the honorable men of our nation lending their
influence and ability for the purposes of religious persecution
against a small handful of people who were practisingpracticingprac simplytising a divine
right we rest our cause with god and have no fears of the final
results

D H cannon was the next speaker

gobcob

haahea lived andana sojourned in
other states and territories and found utah and her people as far as

circiecircim tances

124

present condition and circumstances to the gentile element who hadbadhedbed
made it possible for them to subsist and support their families in
this land the judge frequently soared aloft as upon eagle wings of
eloquence with now and then a dart upon an imaginary foe that seemed
to assail him like the toothache at a funeral

mr W lany by request made a few remarks and received more ap-
plause than all the rest of the speakers which he seemed to under-
stand as an evidence of ridicule more than commendationcosaaendation the banaband
occasionally played stirring strains of music for the edification of
all present which was highly appreciated by the entire throng the
meeting then adjourned

the silver reef miner g dated november 4 1882 reported as follows

the rally of the peoples party of washington county

peoples party speak the peoples party of washington county
held a political meeting in this city thursday evening at which
time several of the leading men of st george were speakers

at 630 pm a torch light procession was formed at the corner of
gillespieoillespoilless lund and cosgos store headed by the silver beef brass band
and marched to the tune of through georgia up to main st to opp-
osite the post office and thence down the samesanbamebenbem street to the harrlsonharrison
houseeousehoubeh-ousel thence west to the central hall where a large assembly hedhad
gathered to listen to the speeches

after the assembly were seated chairman G H crosby of leedsleads
statedthestat natureedthe of the meeting and introduced eonhonron erastus snow
vhowhoaho commenced his speech by congratulating the citizens of silver
beetbeefreet on the general good

he told of mormons colonizing utah and the
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the mormonsmormonstmormoneMor aremonsmonst concerned patriotic and lawlav abiding as much so
as any place he had visited the peoples party desire only their
just rights and privileges as any other portion of the country
claimed

judge macfarlane madenade a short address in which he denied the charge
of progressionnonprogressionnon of the peoples party and ventwent on to show that
more had been done under unfavorable circumstances for advancement
than the history of any other territory in the union could produce

at the close of the judged speech judge louder asked that
fifteen minutes be granted gibson esq on behalf of the liberal
party to reply which was cordially granted after which mr J C

bentley of st georgegeorgey madee a few closing remarks and the meeting
adjourned
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APEEHDIXAPMNDIX C

in the silver beerbeefreefreer miner dated september 30y 1882 appeared the

following poem which reveals the variety of business establishments

foundfoungownaoana 0atf silver beef

rise early in the morning
that the comet you may view

dont stop for an extraeitra toilet
but buckle your blasted shoe

before you get your breakfast
if your stomach gets the jerks

start quick for the capitcapitol
on the gentlemanly quirks

if your stomacstomachskomac keepshkeepsskeeps on kicking
and youreyoulreyoulie thirsty as before

just call on brother miller
and get a little more

youre heeled nownov fully heeled
for coffecoffee egsbegs and hambam

bush like lightning to the harrisharrison on
or cosmopolitan

be seated take itat cool
when youve finished tis not far

downdoun to eiderelderziderrider jordans
to get a good cigar

when your smokestackssmoke fullystacks going
dont stop to talk of tafffttaff

butbuttbuti rush on downdonn the street
to the lightning telegraph

send your love a sweet epistle
why you didnt write before

and if you havent got a love
whysendwhy forsend a dry goods store

if perchance you have a wife
the following rules obey

buy shoes and prints from saberssagers
whos just across the way
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brevebrewery

oftheodthe

gillespie lund and company
are leaders in their line

they have furnishings for a quartz mill
down to a ball of twine

J J halpin keeps the hardware
and supplies for silver beef

while charlie on the corner
keeps pork and veal and beef

J A turrill deals in groceries
provisions hay and grain
while dr nicholsmichols pulls out teeth
and puts new ones back again

there also stevens and earrisonharrlsonharrison
at the upper end of the street

they are dealers in dry goods
and merchandise complete

hustohhuston andwest6ndwestandrestandana ofWest bonanza
do a rustling business this fall

if you wantvant to make good bargains
just give this firm a call

callonceiloncelcalcei bros1onlonionaon lund and pearson
dealers in beef and swine

kesaemberresaremeKesarene theirmberemberenberaber supplies are carted
to the remotest house or mine

if by this time you are thirsty
fromfrontro am heated scalding day

take a spin to the brewery
or call on john pendray

mcdonald runsrims a drug store
mckinney has one too

if the baby gets the colic
you all know what to do

just run for soothing syrup
dont let the darling tretfret

take a funnel to give the contents
twill cure the babe you bet

exchangechangeft is kept by levy
uncle johnson the lunch 0 K

mobsmossmoksmobb woolf has the clothing store
booth takes shadows that stay
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if the broomstickbroom getsstick to prancing
when yolvedolve been out late at night

dr mantor the good samaritan
will set the bones all right

now if any of you have been missed
in our crookedleggedcrooked rhymelegged

will try andana give you an extra puff
when we grind out some next time
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ABSTRACT

the discovery and beginning of silver beef have been confusing

to loanymanyioeny who have often heard a number of conflicting reports john

kemplekempie was the first to locate mineral in the area but the part the

mormon pioneers played hasbashabbab been largely overlooked this study has

revealed that the latterdaylatter saintsday were very actively engaged in loca

tilg claims and organizing the mining district even erastus snow

apostle to the southern colonies recorded a claim despite the fact that

he along with other church leaders was teaching against the mining of

precious metals it seems possible as the salt lake tribune claimed

that the mormons took up the claims to monopolize the mining ground to

keep the gentiles out of the area and to suppress the mines most of

thethi mormon claims were never developed

william T barbee of salt lake is usually given credit for being

thethinthis next on the scene and opening up the mines but the miners of plochepioche

nevada made a number of rich claims and started development before he

arrived it is probably true however that he attracted attention and

capital to the area and in effect became a publicity agent for the mines

the famous pioche stampede occurred when the announcement was made

that san franslscofransisco capital was investing in the mines and that mills

would be built soon however the stampede wherein the town moved to

silver beef dn massemassel was not a stampede for mines but for business

locations the town of silver beef did not spring up spontaneously

rather it was a result of a real estate promotion on the part of the
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schoolskyschoolsy

associatassociate

leeds mining company of san fransisco

some reports have placed the population of silver beef as being

over 3000 people but it probably never reached more than 1500 at its
peak durineduring most of the boom days the available records show that the

population was slightly over one thousand it was a bustling rowdy endand

typical mining town of that period nevertheless one contribution of

this thesis Is to point out that cultural institutions such as schoolsschool

churches and civic clubs were developed to serve the miners in this

remote community

the intercourse between the chinese and americanamericans presents an

interesting array of problems involving the meeting of two widely

different cultures despite racial problems the peoples involved did

provide valuable services for each other

mormon leaders opposed membersemberswembersvi of the church associating with

gentiles either in a labor capacity or on a social basis the majority

of the saints heeded this admonition a minority ignored it toward the

end of silver beef this policy seems to have been modified so that labor-

ing at the mines was not condemned

in general silver beef miners opposed the mormon church and its
policies they supported the liberal party of utah in all of its activ-

ities and made a feeble attempt toio take political control of washington

county however the boundary line change in washington county in 1882

was not primarily an attempt on the part of the mormons to save the

county from gentile rule as has been asserted by some writers but it
was an economic move to improve road conditions in southern utah and
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was fully supported by the gentiles at silver reefbeef

this study points out the organization of the miners union and its
activity during whatwhet mymay have been the first strike in utah it is

believed that the outcome of this strike had disastrous effects on not

only silver beef but on all of washington county

the decline of the mines has been attributed to the strike the

fall in the price of silver and the exhaustionexhaust oflonion high grade ore while

the first two maynay be important contributing factors the latter is the

basic reason for the decline
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