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History of the Dixie Encampment Chapter of the SUP 
 

 

Resolution Concerning New SUP Chapter 

 
On 3 March 2008, a resolution was presented to the Cotton Mission Chapter of the SUP 

to organize a new chapter in the St. George, Utah, area. The proposed title was The Dixie 

Sugar Loaf Chapter.  

 The new Dixie Sugar Loaf Chapter would consist of new members residing in the 

City of St. George, including the subdivisions of Bloomington, Bloomington Hills, Little 

Valley, the Knolls, SunRiver, Dixie Downs, and possibly Santa Clara and Ivins.  

 Current members of the Cotton Mission Chapter could continue in that chapter or 

individuals who live in the areas indicated could transfer membership to the new chapter. 

 Student essay and scholarship awards could be distributed between the two 

chaptersðDixie Sugar Loaf and Cotton Missionðand relieve financial pressures, 

creating more equity among the chapters.  

 R. Wayne Pace was assigned by the Cotton Mission Chapter on 4 January 2010 to 

chair activities to organize the Dixie Sugar Loaf Chapter.  

 The new chapter would be organized during 2010 and activated at the beginning 

of 2011, so as to avoid conflict with preparations for and conduct of the national 

convention to be held in St. George in 2010.  

 

First Steps in Organizing the New SUP Chapter 

 

1. Taking the by-laws of the Cotton Mission Chapter, Wayne Pace drafted a set 

of by-laws for a Dixie Sugar Loaf Chapter. 

2. He telephoned President Hal Anderson, President of the Bloomington, Utah, 

Stake, of which he was a member, and of which he was also a member of the 

Cotton Mission Chapter, at one time serving as Chair of the Membership 

Committee when Pace was Director of Member Services, and set up a meeting 

at his office for Monday, January 11, 2010. They met and discussed the 

feasibility of having the support of local, St. George, Stake Presidentôs in 

starting the new chapter. President Anderson advised him to get, at least, tacit 

approval of the Area Seventy, Randy Wilkinson. He also asked Hal about the 

proposed title, The Dixie Sugarloaf Chapter.  Among other titles suggested, he 

felt that Dixie Encampment would be more acceptable. 

3. Wayne immediately called Elder Randy Wilkinson about an appointment, and 

he was free on Wednesday, January 13. Wayne met Randy at his office in 

downtown St. George and talked about what Elder Wilkinson might do to 

support the organization of the new chapter. He pondered the question, and 

suggested that he could simply mention at the Division Meetings of Stake 

Presidents that they could give tacit approval to Bishops in supporting the new 

chapter, which he arranged to do at the next meeting in February 2010. 
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4. At that point, Pace decided he needed some materials to put in the hands of 

prospective members, so he copied the Mission of the National SUP off of the 

Internet and prepared a schedule of potential chapter meeting times, a typical 

agenda of a monthly meeting, and created a Membership Application Form. 

he used those four items in all interviews, leaving copies with each 

prospective member.  

5. The next day, he made a short list of possible members living in his own 

neighborhood and made appointments with five individuals living in the 

Southgate area, called Hal Anderson and asked if he could provide him with 

the names of all the Elderôs Quorums in the Stake, which he did. Pace 

interviewed six individuals in their homes and received highly positive 

responses and agreements to join the new chapter from all of them. 

6. By 23 January 2010, he had completed personal interviews with 12 

individuals in the city and had eleven signed members. With that success, he 

sat down and generated a list of individuals with whom he did business in the 

community or with whom he had some contact, including attorneys, medical 

doctors, dentists, professors at the local college, employees at the local 

hospital, insurance agents, car salesmen, accountants, and each of the Elderôs 

Quorum Presidents in the Stake. 

7. In a conversation with a colleague, he wondered whether it would be possible 

for the new chapter to meet at the local Country Club. Being curious, the two 

drove to the Bloomington Country Club, met the manager, and inquired as to 

whether the new chapter could meet there. The answer was yes, if the chapter 

had at least one member of the Country Club who was also a member of the 

new chapter. 

Pace immediately contacted the Stake President who was a member of the 

Cotton Mission Chapter and asked him to identify anyone who might be a 

member of the Country Club. He was able to provide the names of a half-

dozen prospective individuals. Pace called one for an appoint for that same 

evening and interviewed him at home. The country club indicated that he 

wanted to join the new chapter, but that his membership in the country club 

had lapsed, although he was planning to renew it soon. However, he was able 

to provide a list of individuals whom he felt might be prospective members 

who were Country Club members. Pace contacted one who agreed to let us 

use his name and membership in arranging to meet at the Country Club. 

Together they went to the Country Club, met with the Director of the Club, 

and the Country Club agreed to allow the chapter to meet there on the evening 

in which the Club was actually closed, Thursdays of each week. The Third 

Thursday was selected as the meeting time. 

8.  By January 31, Pace had completed individual, in home or at an office, 

interviews with approximately 25 individuals, all except two of which had 

agreed to join the new chapter. The interviews consisted of four questions: (1) 

ñHave you heard of the Sons of Utah Pioneers?ò  (2) ñIs there a chapter in this 

area?ò All of those being interview said that they had NOT heard of the SUP 

and did not know whether there was a chapter in this area. Pace explained that 
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there was a chapter called The Cotton Mission, and that he had been 

authorized to organize a new chapter of primarily younger men in the area.  

Pace explained that the new chapter was to be called The Dixie 

Encampment Chapter, after which he asked the third (3) question, ñAfter what 

significant historical site in this area is the new chapter named?ò None of 

those being interviewed had heard of the Encampment Mall located in the 

interior of Dixie State College.  

Pace then showed the prospective members the tentative schedule of 

meeting times and the location of the meetingsðthe local Country Club. Pace 

had designated the second meeting to be held in April 2010, as a ñTrek,ò 

defined as a visit to an historical site with an expert guest who could explain 

the historical significance of the site. The Trek was to be to the Encampment 

Mall, after which the new chapter was named, so that all members would 

know the historical significance of the site.  

Pace then explained that the only requirement for joining the SUP was 

to accept the three mission statements. He read the three statements and asked 

the fourth (4) question: ñDo you accept these mission statements?ò  Everyone 

responded positively. 

9. Pace continued to make appointments with individuals living in adjacent areas 

and by February 5, 2010, he had completed interviews with 45 prospective 

members, with 35 firm members and 10 ñmaybeò members.  

10. During the Month of January, He prepared descriptions of each of the Officer 

and Director positions in the new chapter. Six temporary officers were 

designated: President, Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, and two vacant 

positions, President-elect and Immediate Past President, both to be filled by 

succession after the election of permanent officers in December of 2010, and 

five temporary Directors: Communications, Community Involvement, 

Member Services, Pioneer History, and Treks and Landmarks. 

11. An initial Board meeting was set for February 14, 2010, following the 

identification of eight individuals to fill the positions and their acceptance of 

the responsibilities. Pace assumed the role of temporary President, with the 

election of a new President and President-elect in December of 2010 for the 

2011 year, when he would become Immediate Past President. 

12. During the first part of February 2010, he met with the Country Club Manager 

and negotiated a dinner menu and established a uniform cost per plate. The 

Manager also agreed to have the building open, arrange for a check-in table 

and chairs, provide a US flag on a stand, a podium and microphone for 

meetings, a head table, a piano, and tables for a guaranteed number of dinners. 

The Chapter was to guarantee a minimum number of plates by the Monday 

before the Thursday meeting, with a ten percent overage if needed. 

13. The first Board meeting was held with only five officers and directors in 

attendance, with four apologies for absences due to Valentines Day and 

Presidentôs Day holidays. Four officers and directors met with the President at 

his home and received the agenda, all handouts, and a special memento (a 

book of sayings published by Pace) for their willingness to serve in the 

positions. 
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14.  The National Society of the Sons of Utah Pioneers agreed to the following: 

a. To provide a Charter for the chapter to be presented by the National 

President, Gil Strasser, at the March 18, 2010, initial meeting. 

b. To have the Area Vice President, David Hinton, conduct an induction 

ceremony of the Board at the initial meeting. 

c. To allow the chapter to use the national logo in preparing envelopes, 

letterhead, and publicity for the chapter. 

d. To provide the chapter a copy of the 501 (c) 3 tax exempt status letter 

for use in making purchases, such as dinners at the Country Club. 

e. To process Membership Certificates as the names and dues of chapter 

members were submitted. Since Chapter did not collect applications 

and dues until the Chartering Meeting, Pace arranged to submit the 

Application for a Charter and pay the dues after the initial meeting was 

over. 

f. To provide information about SUP pins and other designations. 

15. During March of 2010, Pace arranged to have one of his daughters, who was a  

graphic artist, prepare a Charter Member certificate. It printed, signed by the 

President and Secretary, and inscribed with the names of the 50 plus potential 

members. The certificates were distributed to members who attended the 

chartering meeting 

16. The initial meeting of the Dixie Encampment Chapter was held on March 18, 

2010, at the Bloomington Country Club, St. George, Utah, but with only 16 

members and a few spouses attending. This was, to Pace, a major 

disappointment, since he thought he had commitments from over 50 

individuals and their spouses. Sixteen individuals signed the Charter Member 

list on that occasion. All of the temporary Board members were present, but 

not a single ñyoungerò potential member attended the chartering meeting. 

This, again was a major disappointment. By the March 18 date, Pace had 

personally interviewed 75 individuals about joining the new chapter of the 

Sons of Utah Pioneers, with about twenty-five (25) individuals rejecting the 

idea up front.  

17.  Immediately following the chartering meeting, he pursued a plan to collect 

the applications and dues from as many of the 50 plus potential members as 

possible. He spent hours every day for two-weeks calling, leaving messages, 

failing to have calls returned, and eventually receiving rejections from 

eighteen (18) ñyoungerò potential members, explaining that they just did not 

have the time to devote to the SUP. This left thirty-four potential members, 

plus two additional ñolderò persons who had heard about the formation of the 

new chapter in their Wards. Of the 36 actual potential members, only half or 

18 had actually paid their dues. From March 18 to April 8, after almost daily 

phone calls, fifteen (15) additional members submitted applications and paid 

their dues, making a total of 33 members, with three individuals indicating 

that they would be mailing their applications and dues to Pace. The three 

delayed submissions were contacted again on April 8 about securing their 

applications and dues. One indicated that he had misplaced the application, so 

Pace delivered a copy to his home, and the other two did not reply. 
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18. Pace concluded that young men under the age of 50 may not be well-enough 

established in their professions and jobs to be able to devote the time and           

effort to participating in the Sons of Utah Pioneers, although they indicate a 

high level of interest in the organization. Eventually, thirty-five (35) 

individuals paid their dues and were designated Charter Members. 

 

19. The initial appointees to Committee Chairs, officers, and directors in the Dixie 

Encampment Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was as follows: 

 

President: R. Wayne Pace 

 Chapter Training & National Convention Committee: vacant 

 

President-elect: [R. Wayne Pace] 

Attendance and Menu Committee: Ron Whitney, Chair 

 Music Committee: Karl-Erik Bennion, Chair; Blake Baker, member 

 Speakerôs Committee: Art Partridge, Chair; Hal Anderson, member 

 

Immediate Past President: [R. Wayne Pace] 

 Nominating Committee: R. Wayne Pace, Chair 

 Fundraising Committee: Kim Anderson, Chair 

 

Secretary: Gary Gardner 

 Assistants:  vacant 

 

Treasurer: Travis Black 

 Assistant: vacant 

 

Chaplain: Chad Utley 

 Remembrance Committee: Bob Jackson, Chair; Doug Callahan, member 

 Emeritus and Widows Committee: Brent Heaton, Chair 

 DUP Liaison Committee: Jan Furner, Chair; Ira McArthur, member  

 

Director, Communications: Glenn Price 

Publications Committee: David Merrill, Chair  

 Publicity Committee: David Hamblin, Chair   

 Pioneer Magazine Committee: Creed Evans, Chair 

 

Director, Community Involvement: Kyle Wells 

 Scholarships Committee: Steve Black, Chair  

 Essays Committee: John Crosier, Chair   

 Government Relations Committee: Bob Knowlton, Chair 

 

Director, Member Services: Paul Linford, Chair   

 New Member Recruiting: Brad Anderson, Chair 

 Chapter Insignia Committee: Andy Blazzard, Chair  

 Member Awards Committee: Gary Stanley, Chair; Scott Lovell, member 
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Director, Pioneer History: Aaron Larson  

 Chapter History Committee: Brad Harr, Chair 

 Name Memorialization Committee: Thad Twiss, Chair  

 

Director, Treks and Landmarks: Dale Bott 

 Treks Committee: Bob Cottam, Chair 

  Markers Committee: Steve Foisy, Chair; Marc Mortensen, member 

  

20. The individuals who were considered charter members of the Sons of Utah 

Pioneers, Dixie Encampment Chapter, consisted of the following: 

Anderson, Brad      99 North Shadow Pt Drive, St. George, Utah 84770 680-1700   

Anderson, Hal         881 W. Escalante, St. George, Utah 84790   674-2667  674-1600 

Anderson, Kim       1775 S. 1570 E. St. George, Utah 84790       652-8168  674-1600  

Baker, Blake         1039 So. 1080 West, St. George, Utah 84770  229-9720    

Bennion, Karl-Erik  2284 So. 1260 W. St. George, Utah 84770  229-0494           

Black, Stephen        403 Golf Cart Lane, St. George, Utah 84770  674-1163   

Black, Travis         188 W. Sir Monte Drive, St. George, Utah 84770 229-1424   

Blazzard, Andrew    806 Escalante, St. George, Utah 84790   673-9858   

Bott, Dale          763 W. Crystal Place, St. George, Utah 84770   275-7833   

Callahan, Douglas    2454 East Lake Drive, St. George, Utah 84790 688-8761     

Cottam, Robert         1405 Navajo Drive, St. George, Utah 84790  673-0768  

Crosier, John          918 W. Cimmaron Drive, Washington, Utah 84780 688-1866    

Evans, Creed          785 W. Sir Monte Dr. St. George, Utah 84770  674-3746   

Foisy, Steve          2105 So. Balboa Way, #8, St. George, Utah 84770 634-9158   

Furner, Jan          2105 So. Balboa Way, #1, St. George, Utah 84770      688-8425   

Gardner, Gary          2202 So. Southgate Hills Dr. St. George, Utah  84770 652-9224   

Hamblin, David        199 W. 2025 S. Circle, #37, St. George, Utah 84770 229-6335   

Harr, Bradley          1347 W. Blômôton Drive So., St. George, Utah 84790 986-8415  

Heaton, Brent           1497 Navajo Drive, St. George, Utah 84790     673-0934  

Jackson, Robert B.    381 Damascus Drive, St. George, Utah 84790  674-1503   

Knowlton, Robert Jr  476 Cynthia Lane, Santa Clara, Utah 84765  632-3335   

Larson, Aaron           3050 Provost Road, St. George, Utah 84790         275-2130   

Linford, Paul           1443 Fairway Road, St. George, Utah 84790  674-242 
Lovell, Scott S.   623 North 1000 West, St. George, Utah 84770   619-2518    

McArthur, Ira           2543 E. 2150 South South Circle, St. George 84770 688-8140   

Merrill, David           563 W. 2040 South Circle, St. George, Utah 84770 656-3449   

Mortensen, Marc 80 South 1300 West, St. George, Utah 84770 634-8334      

Pace, R. Wayne        477 W. Rolling Hills Drive, St. George, Utah 84770   688-8114   

Partridge, Art           774 W. Hampton Road, St. George, Utah 84770 674-5972   

Price, Glenn              553 Del Mar, St. George, Utah 84790   688-1847   

Stanley, Gary           2773 Tobin Circle, St. George, Utah 84790  628-7743  

Twiss, Thad           2649 E. 1400 South Circle, St. George, Utah 84790 656-1774    

Utley, Chad           2406 E. 130 North, St. George, Utah 84770  634-7696   

Wells, Kyle           705 E. 1100 South, St. George, Utah 84770  275-4780  

Whitney, Ronald       2253 So. Southgate Hills Dr. St. George, Utah 84770 986-2223  
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Calling Lists 

 
Wayne Pace 

Ron Whitney 

Art Partridge 

 Hal Anderson  

 Karl-Erik Bennion 

 Blake Baker         

 Kim Anderson      

Gary Gardner      

 Travis Black 

  

Paul Linford  

 Brad Anderson 

 Andy Blazzard       

 Gary Stanley       

 Scott Lovell 

     

Chad Utley      

 Brent Heaton      

 Bob Jackson 

 Doug Callahan 

 Jan Furner 

 Ira McArthur 

       

Glenn Price 

 David Merrill 

 David Hamblin 

 Creed Evans 

 

Dale Bott 

 Bob Cottam 

 Steve Foisy   

 Marc Mortensen 

 

Aaron Larson       

Brad Harr 

Thad Twiss 

 

Kyle Wells 

 Steve Black 

 John Crosier 

 Bob Knowlton 
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Dixie Encampment Chapter 
 

Meeting Schedule for 2010 
 

March 18 (Thursday)   Organizing meeting, Bloomington Country Club;  

    Speakers: Dil Strasser, National President,  

David Hinton, Area Vice President; Roland Lee,  

President, Cotton Mission Chapter  

 

April 17 (Saturday)   2:00 p.m. Trek to Encampment Mall; discussion  

leader: Richard Schmutz, writer of a history of the St. 

George Temple and a prominent local resident.  

  

May 20 (Thursday)  7:00 p.m. First dinner meeting; speaker: Elder Russell 

Taylor, emeritus Quorum of the Seventy, local 

philanthropist, and Modern Pionee r.  

 

June 17 (Thursday)   7:00 p.m. Dinner Meeting; speaker:  

 

July 15  (Thursday)   7:00 p.m. Dinner Meeting; speaker:  

 

August 19 (Thursday)  7:00 p.m. Dinner Meeting; speaker:  

      

September 18 (Saturday)  2:00 p.m.  Trek to Sandstone Quarry (wear walking  

shoes); discussion leader: Heber Jones, volunteer, 

special collections, Dixie State College Library, and a 

prominent local resident.  

    Organize Nominating Committee  

 

October  21 -23 (Thr -Sat)  1:00 ð 8:00 p.m. National Convention, St. George  

Convention Center; Dixie Encampment Chapter to be 

presented at national.  

 

November 18 (Thursday)  7:00  p.m.  Dinner Meeting; Nominating Committee  

present nominations for 2011 and Thanksgiving program  

 

December 16 (Thursday)  7:00 p.m.   Elections of 2011 Officers and  

Directors and Christmas program  
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