LIFE OF *ILLIAY DUNCAN SULLIVAN

On the morning of June 4, 1852 sbout the time the cocks
were sbtarting to erow a small white haired baby boy was brought
into this world by Mrz. Archibald Sulliven. Thkis was the

tlird ebild of a family of 13 children. ¥e was named William
Duncanr Sullivan. FEis parents lived at Santiquin, Utah until
he was 3 years old. They then decided to come to Utah's

Dixie, so several other families and Archibald Sullivan,
¥illiam's father, and—all,the faﬁily left Santicuin in a steel~
tired wagon in the spring of the year. They strugzled south
over mountains, down valleys, and across streams always look-
ing forward to the time that they would reach Utah's Dixie.
It toock theﬁ 3 weeks to make the jounéry of ahout 280 miles,
They‘stopﬁed at Washington, Utah for four months befors cont-
inuiag on to St. George, Utah.

When William D, Sullivan becams & years old he started
school in a log mut under George’Bergin; who taught him read-
ing and writing, His second tesacher was John Macfarlane
in the Whitmore school house., As he advanced he had new
.teachers; Sam Miles and Daniel Thomas gave his first arthimetic
lezsgsons, His last teachers wers Wdward Brown and Mr., Peck,

Iie finished his schooling when he ~as 15 ¥years old, in %hg
3rd ward school house. Fiz parsnts naid for the differeﬁt
teachers as other parents paid for their children to he taﬁght.

Mhile at school under Sdward Brown, two of hig school
mates Don and Al Robing sis something they weren't supnoged

to do. Mr, Brown tried to nunish them, ‘but it ended in a




fight, Stove wood, books, and rulers were flving about the
roow, making the school s dangerous place for the other students,
so they had to find shelter some other place until the Tight
was over. After the fight Don and Al were both expelled and
never attended school again,
Fis teacher John Macfarlane enjoved t%ying to kill Richard
Bleak with bis ruler aﬁﬁ Le nesrly did it a number of times.
¥illiam D. Sullivan first started to dance a bowery
of leaves, on the bare ground and without shoes. ‘They
had viﬁlin and -banjo music to dance to. Their firét dance
hall was the school house. Prom the school hruse they
danced in the Wine Cellar which was located ﬁhere the Utah
Idaho Sugar Best Factory stands today, one block north of the
Blig Fand Cafe. When the court house wag built they danced
in it until Foster's store hall ﬁas ussed. The city of S+t.
George finally built a dance hall just across'the street
from wherse the'Utaﬁ Idaho Sugar Beet Faétory stands today.
They danced such dances as the square dance, and were only
allowed two round danees such as the waltz in one evening;
This was because the church prohibited them from dancing
more and also socliety was agsinst the round dances,

¥hile going to school and the few years after, he worked
on his faﬁher's farm with the other bovs of the family. In
the fall of 1876 his father, he, and Eeb, Barrin took the
first sheep to the Arizona Strin which lies southeast of St.
George. ‘Thisg country was populated with the piute Indians
at that time and only exnlorers, ftraveled through., The

Eountain feadow Messacre happened a few years befors the




-time they went to Arizong and ¥illism D. Sullivan was shown

by éome of' the Indians wbérgAEéig}t, Fighbee, and Cameron

lived in hiding from the govaermment officers. Yaight, Figbee,
and Cameron were the last men alive who were impilicated in
tle Mountain Meadow Massacre. The next spring they ook the
first cattle to the Arizona 3trip. They stayed in this country
Tor cone year. At this time the Cannors Ferd whici lived =outh
of Furricane, Utah went to ?he Arigona Strip. This counﬁfy
changed hands until Tony Ivins went into it, It kept changing
down the line until it atands the way it is today.

Southern Utah was being explored, Silver Reef located
north of Ieeds where silver was found in sand stone. After .
minning started it influenced ®illism D. Sullivan to leave
home and bhe got a job, hauling ore with team and wagon from
the mines to the mills. One of them was the Ten Stamp
.located oﬁ the Virgin River southeas? of ILseds, Bhen ore
hauling was slacking he went yd work in the mines named the
Buckeye and the Savage shaft.

When be was 2% years o0ld; like all other normsl men he

"fell in love and dctober 82, 1883 he married Mary Ann Me Mullin,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. ¥illard Mc Mullin of Farrisbuyg,
which 1s now a ghost town. Mary Ann Mc Mullin was a nice looking,
pleasant, Liappy woman who mede him a faithful wife as long
ag8 she lived.

After he was married héyieft the mines and wmovad %o St.
George with his wife, Lere tpey Tived fof one vear. Their
first son was bdrn Qetober 286, 1884, The¥ named him William

B, Sullivan, Jr.
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Thiey moved to Earrisburg shortly after their son was
born., They lived there for seven years. William D. Sullivan
farmed and freighted for a living while there., Another son
was born January.2; 1887; thoy named him Frank, Their first
daughter was born at Harrisburg December 26, 1898; they

named her Ethvl.

From Earrisburg he moved his family to Leeds, where the’
rest of his children wers bora and reared., They were as
followes: April.ﬁo, 1891 Verda, December 9, 18973 Estella,
June 4, 1896 Cleo, July 24, 1899 Erma, October 18, 1900
Leland G., February 23, 1903 Evan L., March 29, 1905 Marv,
July 29, 1907 Dellas, - -and September 17, 1309 Lilllan thkeir
Iagt child. They are all living except Frma Sullivan and she
died six montbs ai'ter she was born from the disease spinals
meningitis.

Bhen he arrived at Leeds, with his family he started
clesring what is known today as the Flat Field, but it wasn't
until November 17, 1894 that he received the deed to the
propeéty. During hig 1ife he reised cattle, his largest herd
wag 200 héad} Fe run his cattle south of Purricane, and on
the grazing land which is now trs Dixie Netional‘ﬂorest.

At times he put bis eattle on top of Pine Valley Mountain,

Eisg folks freighted from Salt Lake to St, George with
team and wagon. After he came to Leéds he started Tfrelghting
from Grand Gluch to Milford, hs alsc freighted from St, George
to Desert before thers was a rallroad siation there.

Fraight consisted of every thing the people of southern Utah




could consume. William D, Sullivan snd Sons, also other men
of Teeds, hauled the electric light poles to build tEe first
electric light line in southerm Utah, They received £1.80 for
each pole they hauled, and William D, Sullivan received #5.00
for each of the 19 poles which were put in the ILeeds séreet.
Thev put the poles thev hauled to the holes, thch were already
dug, from the black ridge te Fsrrisburg hench and they hauled
them from Lund, the closer point of the railread. William
D. Sullivan and Dén_Fuller freizhted hay from Prump Valley in
Nevads to 8%. George a distance of about 230 miles one way.
WiliianiD. Sullivan bought farming land next to the Virgin
River in 1908 and farmed it for sbout seven years, then sold
i¥. Ee bought one of the first cars that came to Leeds,
- when roads were only cow trails and toll roads were not un-
common at all,
One day he left Imnd with a load of freight, the wind.was‘
blowing and every thing was frozen up. By noon he arrived at
" the Califorgia Raneh located on the Tund desert. Fere he
stopped to put his horses up for noon, and give them hay and
rest. The owner came out of the lhouse an& said to him and
hig fellow freighters, "For God saks men come inside and warm
yvourselves you lock like vou are nesrly Ffroze”. But William
said, "Get us some bailed hay and let us feed the borses first".
In 19824 he went to Baker, Nevada and wés gone forabout
gix months; while there he worked on a ranch, plowing and
taking care of the crops. Whren he returned from Baksr he-
was helping ﬁis sons Leland and Evan who cwnthair cwn farms

at Leads, nut up hav. They were rolling the bhay onto the stack
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and .the rones «liped, n»icking him up and knecking him to

the ground breaking his left leg in the fall. About one year,
1ackiné 9 days, affter his leg wAS broken he wae going %o

his paéture after his milk cows on his horse vhen Hilne's

truck hit him, knocking him unconscious for an hour and kill-
ing his horse. He was laid up for about 2 weeks because of the
accident,

The evening of Maj 7, 1335 his faithful wife passes away
leaving him broken up and lonely. He then sold his property
except his home ans small plot where he railsed his garden
for his familwy.

tie likes to travel and on the H5th of June 1938 he boarded
7the Union Pacific Stage and went to suchk clties as Los Anga}as,
California and San Francisco, California, and visited the
places of interest near them, slsn visiting his voungest soa
st Mecerd, Calif@rnia. Ye repeated the same journey in 1939,
but went much farther. - Afte; leaving California he went to
Salt Lake City, Ubah and visited tﬁo of his daughters. TFrom
there he went to Wesion, Idaho where he visited another dsughter.
From there he went to Yellow Stone National Park, returniﬁg
home after one week in the park.

Oon December 18, 1939 he was puttering around his son-in-
law's wood saw and his band sliped into the saw cutting it
off just below the Wfist. He was rushed to the hospital at
3t. George and there they pul him:in the best of care. They
took the hand off which was just banging by some skin, just
above the wrist.. Mow i1t is Merch, he is hapoy and well excent

ke has no left hand to use in bis puttering. 4All through his




he hkas been ambitlous and a verv hard worker. Fe opperated
bis farm alone until about 8 vears agc, Ee still goes to old
time dances and seems to be very hapoy. Ke is now 81 years

of age and he acts as though he was 70,
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