&.teh of the Life of Waltar Cranger

Walter Granger the son of Robert Granger, was hom August 4 1821, in the city of
" Edinburgh, Midlothian Comty Sootland. When Walter was nine years old his father died.
He had bdeen a soldier in the British ixmy and had served in the War of 1812 against the
United States wmder the Command of Caneral Zrock, He was wounded in the Battle of New
Orleens and lost = lag. He was takem prisioner tut later was exchanged and returned home
to his family a crirple. He was penaimed by the British Coverment. He had no love
for anything eonnected with Americia. ,
Waltexrs mother Catherine HelDmmald Cranger was left a widow with six children, nsmely: Feter
Isabella, Walter, Alexander, Cathsrine and Jom.

When Walter was fifteen yrs. of age he left the city of Edinburgh and went to Paisley,
in the Coumnty of Remfrewshire, %0 leam the trade of shawl making, He dbound himself for
four years as an apprentice to Edward Howe. It was in the last year of his aprrenticeship
that he first heard two Elders of the Latter Iay Saint Clmrch, Elder Samuel Mulliner and
Alexander Wright. After scme investigation he became comvinced they wers trus servants of
God, and had authority to administer in the ordinances of the Gospel.He was baptized by
Alexander Wright em April 15, 1840, some six or sevem months after hearing the gospel.

He was confimed a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of latter Day Saints by Elder S
Samuel Mulliner April 19 1840, Up to this time there was no regularly organized Branch of
the Chmrch in Scotland but cne was organized in Paisley by Orsca Pmait on May 9 1840,

Mr. Eowe, tc whom Walter was appremnticed, had always heem very friemdly but after

Walter was baptized and hegan to bear his testimony and defend the doctrines of the Churca
‘Mr. Howe tumed against him and became his bitterest ememy. EHe told Walter if he contin
-ued doing this he would have to find work elsewhere. So the young man was tumed out
without a friend or anyone to sympathise with him and had %o endure the taunts and jeers
of those who had been his friends and compakioms, This did not hinder him from bearing
his testimony to the restoration of the true Gospel and the organization of the Church
with 1ts zifts and blessings. ' .

Catherine Guthree, a young lady who joined the Cmirch before Walter did, was drivea
from home and her life threatened if she persisted going to the Latter Iay Saints Church,
She was shamefully abused and tumed to Walter for sympathy. This association resultaed in
their marriage. He felt he could shield her and she oculd comfort him. On March 11, 1841
aceording to the laws of the land, Elder Thamas Joap married them. They resolved to be
true to each other and , putting their trust in the Lord to aid them in the joumey thm
life. He says of his wife that she was a faithful and true helpmate, always ready and
willing to assist him in perfoming his duties in the Church. Thay resolved to be true to
each other andto the belief of the Restorsd Cimrech,

Somn after heing baptized he was ordained a teacher and had a profitadble experience
in performing the duties of that positiom., A little later he was ordained an Elder and
had an interesting and varied experience in doing missionary work in the nearby tomms.
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Iater he was called to presids over the Paisley Branch where he served six years,
In 1855 he was called to vreside over the Glasgow Conference which at that time embraced
fourteen branches and over eleven hmdred baptizid members.

The next year, 1856, they left their native land to make their home in the lamd of Ziem
They crossed ihe ocean in the good ship "Enoch Train® and landed in Bostem, May 1, 1856, From
there they went to Iowa City, traveling by stesmboat and railroad. This was their last stop
before the long trek across the plains. The day after they resached Iows City a baby was bom
to this ecuple but it died at birth.

Their family now omsisted of the father, mother, Robert, Alexander, Catherine, Walter ad’
Johm. Th-y"ero organized into the Maniel D. Meirtimr's hand eart ccmpeny. They endured many
bardships which Brother Granger expressed himself as wanting to forget. To mumderstand the
Teasms for wanting to erase these memories cne must kmcow a little of the hardships they
endured in the trek by handecart over the cme thousand mile trip from Floremce, Nebrzaka on
the benks of the Missouri River to Salt Lake Valley.

The Captain MeArtmr's company comsisted of four hnndred-ninty-scvm sculs, ame hmdred
bandcarts equipped with twenty-five tents and a few by teams with wagons. The eompeny started
out June 11th and arrived in the valley Sept. 26, 1856, having spent cne mmdred and sevem day
of hardships, They were advised by the authorities to g0 out into the surrounding ecountry
and make new homes for themselves,

Walter Granger and family stayed in the city mmtil after the October Confarencs then packed
thei> belongings into the handecart ang!vént south to Spanish Fork to txy by the help ef the Loxy

%o establish a hame. They were comparatively successful and concluded to make that their
pemanent abiding nlace. But such was not to be for four years from the time of their arrival
in the Salt Lake Valley they wers called to Utah's Dixie to raise cottcn. They knew nothing
about raising cotton but the call had come and they did not hesitate %o respend to it. By
Christmas they wers cn the camp growmd in Dxie,

When the towm was laid sout and surveyed Walter Granger was allotted a lot in the southwest
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the wagm tongue and eamestly prayed that the blessings of the Lord would attend them in thedr
endevors to to reclaim it and that it would become frmitful and desimble as their future
home. They were again called cn to emdure many hafJahips but since svery ome was in thesame
eandition they shared their troubles and their successes, :

The town w7=s organized into three wamds and the Granger family was loeated in the third
ward with Daniel D. MeArtmr as bishop. Walter Cmanger was made head of the teachers and
president of the Elders uorum of the St. George Stake., It was not lomg befors it was necessary
to make a change and Walter Granger was made bishop of the secend ward, He was set apart
for that calling by Wilford Woodruff and he selected Stephen R, Wells and Joseph Ortom as
his coumselors,

When the Temple was built he was appointed to oversee the gfa.ding of the temple dlock
and did this until it was necessary to employ a landscape gardner to select the trees and

“xubs most desirmBle for the grounds, mite working on the building he zot some lime in
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of his eyes and lost thesight in that eye. - _ .

In the building and growth of the Dxie Misaion, Walter Granger tock an active part. He
was cme of the prospercus famers of the St. George Clara Pield, baving received a United St
States ratent o what was mown as the Granger entry, a large trmet of ground. He with other
famers of that field were often called upan to fumish seed grain io growers whose land was
in other fislds where crops had failed because of washed cut dems or broken canals, lsaving
them without encugh grain to seed their land for another year, Or it may have been he had
cleaner, nicer grain for seed. This grain was fumished or loaned to be paid back whem the
borrower had a harvest,

He built his hcme on lot 4 bhleck 20 St George City survey and it is still standing today.
He had also a good grenery from which he extemded relief freely to those in need.

Daring the building of the St, Georgs Texple vhen all the rescurces of the Cimreh wers
used 1o meet the expemses of tuilding, Waltasr Ganger asaisted Alex P, MeDonald in the St.
George Tithing Cffice in dispensing ind paying out such surplies as wers available to the
mmdreds of workmem emplcoysd o= the work of bailding that beauntiful stmcturs,

For thirteen years Walter Granger was an ordinance worker in the Temple and much work for
zis ancestors was dene,

4s pragticred and apnrouved by the Ghmrch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints at that time
Falier Goanger entersd into what was them called "Plural Marriage™, (r October 19 1883 he
mar—ied Lmma Xail, Of this mien was bom three childrem namely: Nellie Catherine, Emma Keil,
ind ¥elter Kail,

Tlter Senger died ¥ay 6 1504 at the age of sighty three., Forty thrse years of his. .avent
£l 1ife was spent in theDixie Mission. He like others of that group of picneers left a
lasting sconment in the Court House, Tabemacle and the St. George Temple, all of which are
standing today 2s good as the dsy they were built, Thay are the evidemce of their religious
faith, thrift and industry, As rsquested by that great leader, Brigham Yomng when the eall
%o the Mxie Mission was nade he told them to bPuild an omament o their sity.and the evid-
moe of Tat gomsel remaing for future gmemxtions to behsld,



