
Joseph Charles Bentley 

Joseph Charles Bentley was born 31 August 1859 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah Territory.1 He 

was the youngest of six children of Richard Bentley and Elizabeth Price. His family had immigrated 

from England and crossed the plains to the Great Salt Lake Valley in 1852. A year after Joseph’s 

birth, his father was called to serve a mission in England for four years. They were living in a little 

adobe house on North Temple Street in Salt Lake City. Upon his father’s return, he was called to 

move to St George, Washington, Utah Territory. They exchanged homes with Apostle Orson Pratt 

who had just been called back to Salt Lake City.2 

In 1870, the family was living in St George, Washington, Utah Territory.3 At the age of 15, Joseph 

accepted a position as an office boy for Robert Charles Lund, the St George operator of the Deseret 

Telegraph. Joseph learned telegraphy and eventually became the manager of the office. Later he 

was appointed, on Brigham Young’s recommendation, as bookkeeper and agent for Wells Fargo at 

Silver Reef, Washington, Utah Territory. He kept their books and received deposits from the miners 

and businesses.4  

On pay day, the miners would take some cash and deposit the balance with Joseph at Wells Fargo. 

Most of them gambled all night and instructed Joseph to only give them a limited amount when they 

could come for more during the night’s activities. The next morning, they would come and ask how 

much they had taken out during the night. Joseph would reply, “only the amount you had authorized” 

and they would thank him because they still had money to send home to family.5 

When telegrams came for one of the women in the red-light district, one of the miners would deliver it, 

telling Joseph that he shouldn’t go down into that part of town.6 Joseph worked in Silver Reef for four 

years until his mission call to England at age 20.7 His name appears on the 1881 census for Islington, 

London, England.8 When he returned two years later, he worked for Woolley, Lund, and Judd who 

owned a general store, Wells Fargo Express Agency, and telegraph office in St George.9 These men 

had bought out Joseph’s father’s general store in 1875 (Richard Bentley had been the first merchant 

in St George).10  

Joseph served as county clerk in 188311, city councilman in 188412, an election judge in 1885,13 and 

alderman and treasurer in 1886.14 He married Margaret McKean Ivins in St George in 1886. They had 

nine children. With more responsibility to support a family, he resigned from the store and became the 

clerk of the Probate Court in St George. A few years later he became the bookkeeper of the Ogden 

Branch of the Consolidated Implement Company.15 In 1892, he moved his family to the Chihuahua 

colonies of Mexico, and purchased land near the center of town with two small houses, grapes and 
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fruit trees. He constructed a two-story home and went into business cattle raising, farming and 

merchandising. He also started a co-op cannery for local fruits and vegetables. In 1894, Joseph 

married Margaret’s cousin, Gladys Elizabeth Hill Woodmansee, in Colonia Juarez, Chihuahua, 

Mexico. They had five children. Margaret and Gladys taught art and music at the Academy and 

Margaret took in boarders to help support their large families. 16l 

Joseph became a naturalized citizen of Mexico in 1897. He served as bishop of the Colonia Juarez 

Ward and served in that capacity for 18 years. Joseph married a third wife in 1901, Maud Mary 

Taylor, a friend of his oldest daughter. They had eight children. In 1906, Joseph took his oldest 

daughter and a 1-year old daughter on the long trip to Salt Lake City so his oldest could get married 

in the Salt Lake Temple. They would have traveled the “honeymoon trail” through St George.17 

Gladys died that year due to poor health and was buried in the colony cemetery.18  

In 1910, Joseph organized a Board of Trade to secure a better market for colony products. Mexican 

President Diaz invited him to bring an exhibit to Mexico City. At the exhibition booth, Joseph erected a 

pyramid of colony cheeses as high as the ceiling, stacks of canned goods and displays of apples, 

peaches, flour, candy, saddles and harness. At the end of the exposition, President Diaz and his 

cabinet were served a banquet using colony produce, and given samples to take home. The rest of 

the produce was sold at a good price. This opened a thriving business for colony produce in Mexico 

City.19 

In March of 1919, Joseph was taken captive by Pancho Villa’s men. He and Elder Whetton had been 

taking supplies to missionaries in a nearby area. They were invited to have breakfast with Villa, who 

told them he liked and admired the Mormons, but explained that this was no time to be doing 

missionary work. He told them to go home to their families and they would not be in any danger.20  

Margaret died in 1928 and was buried in the colony cemetery.21 In 1930, Joseph was living with his 

wife Maud and their adopted daughter Lucy in Colonia Juarez.22 He died 7 March 1942 and was 

buried in Colonia Juarez. He had lived in Juarez almost fifty years with his three wives and 22 

children. Maud died in 1976 in El Paso, Texas and was buried in Provo, Utah, Utah.23 

NOTE: there is much more information about the life of Joseph Charles Bentley on Familysearch.org 

and in his biography. The focus of this paper is on his involvement in Silver Reef. 
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Joseph Charles Bentley, age 3, with this mother 

 (Life and letters of Joseph C. Bentley: A Biography) 

 

 

 

The Bentley home in St George, built by Orson Pratt and traded to Joseph’s father for his  

home in Salt Lake City (image from Life and letters of Joseph C. Bentley: A Biography) 

 



       

Joseph Charles Bentley (images from Familysearch.org) 

 

 

Last photograph of Joseph Charles Bentley, about age 80  
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