
Dick,

We are working on SR Women's Program for Sept.

Deven Lewis has done a lot of work on John Rice as we will be doing Susie Spence Rice story in 
our program.

If I remember right you are doing a book on John Rice???  

The following is some of Deven's research:  

On Mon, Feb 24, 2020 at 10:48 AM Deven Lewis <deven7314@gmail.com> wrote:
In working on material for Kathy's portrayal of Susie Spencer 
Rice, I was looking through the Berkeley issues of the SR Miner 
and found this article: 
Silver Reef Miner, Sept. 29, 1880, Local Intelligence Column 

!  

Susie gave birth the following month, so it appears the location of 
their residence sometime after this article would have been what 
we refer to as the Rice Bank Building (!). I believe that has to be 
the case because the other corners of Main and Boyd were not 
owned by John as far as our records show: the northeast corner 
was the Sanford and Jacques property; the northwest corner was 
Lot 1 of Block 14 owned about that time by John P Quillan and 
then by the Miners Union of SR; and the southeast corner was Lot 
11 of Block 14, which was never owned/occupied by anyone 
according to the records of Dr. S., the work done by Wyman, and 
the archaeologist study of Block 14. 

We know once the sandstone building we call the Wells Fargo 
Building was completed in early 1878, John moved his Leeds 
Banking Company (with Wells Fargo of SLC as the correspondent 

mailto:deven7314@gmail.com


Bank) into the north side of the building; I've not been able to 
determine how what we call the "Rice Bank Building" was used. 
So, it makes sense that it was or became a residence for he and 
Susie in 1880. 

I'd like Kathy (as Susie Spencer Rice) to be able to reference the 
building as her residence in her talk. But I'd like to be sure no 
one has other information that contradicts my conclusion?  
Okay, the building was originally cut stone and adobe per the 
information below: 

https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume29_1961_number3/95

!  

 http://wchsutah.org/people/john-holt-rice.php

John Holt Rice was born October 15, 1836 in Farmville, Prince Edward 
County, Virginia. 
 
John moved to Silver Reef sometime in 1875 or 1876. There he built a 
two-story building of mortared adobe brick and cut rock, with a full 
basement and wooden floors, on Main Street. This building housed 
the Leeds Banking Company, where John served as cashier for several 
years. He also had a palatial residence in Toquerville where he intended 
to go soon. 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John also built the Wells Fargo and Company building, which still 
stands in Silver Reef today. At the time, it was touted as one of the 
finest structures of its kind in southern Utah.

 

LoAnne  

April 1876 Salt Lake Herald Republican 

Dec 1876 Salt Lake Herald Republican 

Aug 1877 Salt Lake Herald Republican 



July 1877 Salt Lake Tribune 

March 1877 Deseret News 

Apr 1878 Salt Lake Herald Republican 



Jan 1878 Salt Lake Herald Republican 

May 1878 Salt Lake Herald Republican 

May 1878 Salt Lake Herald Republican 



Apr 1880 Salt Lake Herald Republican 

Jun 1881 Salt Lake Herald Republican  



Jun 1881 Ogden Herald 

Apr 1882 Silver Reef Miner 



Dec 1885 Salt Lake Democrat 



  Oct 1886 Salt Lake Herald Republican             


