
Enos Andrew Wall 

Enos Andrew Wall was born 21 June 1839 in Richmond, Wayne, Indiana.1 He was the fifth child of 

Etheldred Wall and Nancy Haines. In 1840 the family was living in Posey, Fayette, Indiana.2 In 1850 

they were in Centre, Wayne, Indiana.3 

Enos started his mining career in Colorado in 1860, then went to Montana in 1863, where he was a 

gold miner but also had a general freighting and trading business4. He hauled freight from the 

Mormon settlements in Utah to the Montana mining camps. When President Brigham Young forbid 

the Saints to sell things to the Gentiles, Enos just drove further south to sell his goods before the 

message got to the Saints living there.5 He also engineered the short-cut from Fort Bridger, 

Wyoming.6  

In 1868 he went to Utah, where he lived for fourteen years.7 His freighting trips to Utah allowed him 

contact with the ore discoveries in Silver Reef, and he was able to exploit them to make one of his 

fortunes.8 In 1879, Enos was the foreman and owner of the Kinner Mine at Buckeye Reef in Silver 

Reef.9 This mine was privately and locally owned, compared to the Christy Mine which was under 

San Francisco management, and the Barbee & Walker Mine which was under New York control.10 

The abundance of ore at the Kinner Mine was described as going “straight down to hell”.11 

That year, Captain H S Lubbock brought suit to dispossess Enos of the Kinner Mine.12 Pending a final 

decision in the litigation before the court in Beaver13, the court issued an order to close the mine.14 

Enos hired Jack Truby to guard the mine until otherwise notified.15 When Deputy John Diamond 

attempted to enter the mine to serve papers16, Truby stopped him and said, “We will obey the order of 

the court but you have no authority to enter the mine. Get off and stay off.”17 That evening, Truby and 

Diamond traded gunshots until they were both dead. There must have been others who got involved, 

since some of the bullets in the two men were of different caliber than those they were using.18 

Enos married Mary Frances Mayer in 1879 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah Territory. They were the 

parents of two sons and eight daughters, but only six lived to adulthood.19  
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Enos provided funds for the Chinese mayor, Sam Wing, to visit kin in China.20  

People from all over southern Utah came to be entertained by the rooster and dog fights, horse races 

and rifle matches of the Silver Reef Rifle Club. In March of 1880, Napoleon challenged Enos (the 

defending champion) to a shooting match. Local gamblers believed that the well-dressed Colonel 

Wall21, with his fancy new Henry rifle, would win the $100 pot. Napoleon was rough-cut, ill dressed, 

with an odd-looking long rifle. Napoleon was the winner, much to Enos’ chagrin. A rematch for double 

the pot was won by Napoleon with an even wider margin of points. There were several more 

rematches over the years, but Enos was never able to beat Napoleon. Once Enos hired someone to 

interrupt Napoleon as he was about to pull the trigger, but it didn’t deter him.22  

By 1880, water was causing a major problem in the mine, forcing Enos to bring in a pump and hoist. 

He employed about 30 men. He was also involved in some expensive litigation with the Christy mill 

on account of some debts he owed.23 Several court cases ensued.24  

In 1881, it was proposed that the wages of the miners be reduced to offset costs. Unpaid miners at 

Silver Reef seized Enos at his Kinner mine and incarcerated him in the Harrison House.25 Wall 

escaped and about forty strikers were arrested, taken to Beaver where they were tried, fined $100, 

and sentenced to 100 days in jail.26 Some say that Enos repaid his men later.27 

In 1882, he went to the Wood River Valley area in Idaho where he was the superintendent and chief 

stock holder28 of the Wood River God & Silver Mining Company.29 During his five years in Idaho, he 

was elected to the upper house of the territorial legislature.30 In 1885, he returned to Utah, engaging 

in mining at Mercur31 and at Ophir, where he owned the mill.32  

In 1887, he located the property that became the Utah Copper Company (now the Bingham or 

Kennecott Copper Mine). He didn’t have enough money to develop the property, only making enough 

to keep it. He bonded other claims so that by 1896 he owned 200 acres and had completed 5000 feet 

of tunnels, drifts, and crosscuts on the property.33  

It soon attracted favorable attention of prominent engineers and so he in 1903 sold the majority 

interest for $430,000 and 20% holding share and bonds.34 Eventually the Guggenheims were 

involved and the Utah Copper Company was started in 1910.35 
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Later Enos had a falling out with the gentlemen to who he sold the ground, because they inaugurated 

policies of which he disapproved. To convince the public, he started a monthly mining newspaper in 

Salt Lake City. His criticisms forced the management to a greater degree of efficiency. He also took 

them to court because they were dumping waste on his section of the land.36 

As a leader, Enos worked with more unselfish zeal for the public interest than any other. One 

example was the leveling of Brigham Street (Fifth Avenue) in Salt Lake City. The thoroughfare was 

very sloped from side to side. The north side people were unwilling to have their side lowered and the 

south side people were unwilling to have their side raised. Enos examined the issue and decided the 

best solution would be to lower the north side. Others on the committee felt that the city would be 

sued for that solution, so Enos put a certificate of deposit of $50,000 in a local bank to cover the 

possible losses. The improvement was made and not one damage suit was filed.37  

Enos was an inventor, a rich one, who could summon an engineer or mechanic to transform his ideas 

into wood or metal. He would then offer the initial model to a client to test, sometimes having to make 

expensive changes. Others took his ideas without paying any royalty.38 

By 1889, Enos was living in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah Territory. He purchased a home on 

Brigham Street and had it renovated and expanded.39 His family lived there until 1921, when it 

became a Jewish Community Center. Today it is the central building of the LDS Business College.40  

Enos was stricken with partial blindness due to a cancerous affection in the side of his head.41 He 

died 20 June 1920 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah, after a long illness.42 He was buried in the 

Masonic plot of Mount Olivet Cemetery, Salt Lake City.43 At that point, Mary and the two youngest 

daughters moved to Los Angeles, and when they passed, Enos was moved to be buried with them in 

the Cathedral Mausoleum of the Hollywood Forever Cemetery in Los Angeles, California.44  

Enos was one of the most prominent pioneer mining men of the West and one of the wealthiest men 

in Utah. He endowed the Wall fellowship in metallurgy at the Utah School of Mines.45 “He was 

endowed with a powerful physical body and a clear-cut brain, coupled with a spirit of determination 

and with a faith in himself that never wavered through adversity and which he never paraded when 

success rewarded his efforts.” He was one of the best informed men in the mining world, and his 

opinions were sought by the best geologists and mineralogists in the country.46  

Enos had a delightful character, was ever mindful of the feelings of others, he despised sham and 

fraud and dishonesty, and if he believed he was right he would fight to the finish. H made and lost 

several fortunes; but he was the same man whether dead broke or solid at the bank.47 
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Enos A. Wall and family riding in a 64-horsepower Pope Toledo  

automobile in Salt Lake City (Image from Ancestry.com) 



 

Enos A. Wall purchased a residence on South Temple, then redesigned and expanded it; 3 May 1910 

(Image from https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/213428469811000099/) 

 

 

Mansion home of Enos A. Wall at 411 E South Temple Street (Image from Ancestry.com) 
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Family wedding at home on 411 E South Temple Street in Salt Lake City; 

Enos and Mary are on the far left (Image from Ancestry.com) 

 

 

Dedicatory inscription on the memorial altar in the Cathedral Church  

of St Mark in Salt Lake City (Image from Ancestry.com) 



 

 

(The New York Times, 25 January 1910) 


