ELLIS MENDENHALL SANDERS

Ellis Mendenhall Sanders father of Anne Sanders Wilthank
Anne Sanders Wiltbank mother of Rachel Ellen Wilthank Lay
Rachel Ellen Wiltbank Lay mother of Wilhelmina Lay Woolsey
Wilhelmina Lay Woolsey mother of Gaitha W. Butterfield
Gaitha W. Butterfield mother of Darrell H. Butterfield

Ellis Mendenhall Sanders was born near Strauton, New Castle, Delaware on Dec 5, 1808. He
was married to Rachel Broome Roberts on Nov 9, 1830 in Wilmington. To this union seven
children were born. Six children were born while the family was living at Winter Quarters.
Annie married Spencer Watson Willtbank, Elizabeth R. married Lenord Conger, Hannah married
Olivere Huntington, Rachel married Schuyler Everett, Sarah Jane married Neilson Merkley, Ellis
M. married Mary Ann Smith, and Ellen married W.J. Conningham.

Ellis received the fullness of the gospel and was baptized in the year of 1843 by William A.
Moore. He visited Joseph Smith at Nauvoo, Illinois in the spring of 1844 where he received a
patriarchal blessing by Hyrum Smith and was ordained an elder at that time. He returned to
Wilmington, Delaware where he presided over the branch.

Ellis Mendenhall Sanders was a personal friend of the prophet Joseph Smith. He also acted as
the prophet’s protector in time of danger. Many times saving him from the hands of the mob.

At one particular time, Joseph was so closely pursued by the mob that he went into hiding in the
Sander’s home. The ruffians being convinced that he was in this home, gathered and began
pounding on the door demanding that Joseph come out. To their surprise the door opened and
instead of Joseph, there stood Sanders with a gun in each hand. He told them to leave at once or
he would shoot and shoot to kill.

In his daily diary kept during the time he was appointed Branch president, he tells of the
following experiences:
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reached Mt. Pisquah on the 20" of June. We came on to a twelve-mile swale, a few of us got
through by 12 o’clock midnight, but most of them were stalled until morning in the middle of the
miserable mud. We remained at Mt. Pisquah until the 6™ of July when we started for Council
Bluffs, lowa. We reached there on July 11, where we remained until the 25™. The 26" we
crossed the Missouri River and came to the big springs. Here I joined Heber C. Kimball

Company.

We remained at the springs 10 days. Every day we took our teams and went to the Missouri
River to help other pioneers to cross.

On the 16™ of August, our camp moved up to Cutlers Park where we commenced to cut hay.
Our division started on the 17" of August and continued to cut till the 17" of September. Then
we moved down and built a camp called Winter Quarters. Here in our spare time from the hay
cutting, I cut logs for my house which my children helped me build. We moved into it on the

14" of November.

Our 7" child, whom we called Ellen, was born November 24™. From then on, I continued to
haul hay and wood until the end of the year.

On Monday, January 5, 1846, I baptized 3 of my children, Annie, Elizabeth, and Hannah in the
Mississippi River.
Brother John Little confirmed them members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

Ellis Mendenhall Sanders and family stayed in Winter Headquarters until 1848. They traveled
from Winter Quarters to Salt Lake City with the Heber C. Kimball Company. They located in
the 19" ward in Salt Lake City, where Ellis continued to labor in Zion’s cause. He was a high
priest, and went on a mission to southern Utah. He lived in St. George during the fall of 1862
and 1863. He was the assessor, collector and road supervisor for Washington County and water
master on the Rio Virgin and Clara Rivers. ' J

Ellis Mendenhall Sanders died on Jan 15, 1873. The
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