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Dr. Edward Palmer (1831-1911), ca. 1864                  


In cooperation with the Smithsonian and the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, John Wesley Powell directed the 
acquisition of Indian materials for display at the 1876 
Philadelphia International Exposition (Centennial 
Exhibition). 

Edward Palmer was a Civil War veteran. He became best 
known as the American Father of Ethnobotany. In the 
years immediately before and after the Centennial 
Exposition he was engaged by Major Powell to obtain 
archaeological artifacts and curiosities to be displayed as 
a part of the Centennial’s American Indian Exhibit. 

1876 Centennial Exhibition, American Indian Exhibits (Smithsonian Archives, 1976)
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Major John Wesley Powell, in connection with his major Colorado River expeditions, engaged 
photographers, artists and scientists to document geography, geology, botany, ethnology, and 
archaeology of Southern Utah. Including a comprehensive study of native language and culture. 
https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume37_1969_number2/s/103556

1873 Paiute Chief Chaurumpeak with Family, Kaibab Plateau, J.K.Hillers 

Dr. Edward Palmer is the first archaeologist mentioned in the 1997 Utah Historical Quarterly 
article 150 Years of Utah Archaeology. Palmer was funded by the Smithsonian to collect 
artifacts and excavate “mounds”, but had others interested, including Harvard’s Peabody 
museum.  https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume65_1997_number2/s/10359446 
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November 28, 1875 
Salt Lake Herald Republican

The local Utah newspapers contained quite a bit 
of good information about Dr. Edward Palmer’s 
activities and background. The author “J”, of this 
column was mormon Joseph Ellis Johnson, best 
known for his garden, vines and orchard.  
Johnson was also the publisher of the monthly 
Utah Pomologist and Gardener. Dr. Palmer was 
lodged at Johnson’s home during this period. 
Note “We directed his attention to a very large 
and ancient mound on the Santa Clara …” 

August 22, 1877
Deseret News
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The North Americans of Antiquity: Their Origin, Migrations and Type of Civilization 
John T. Short, 1882, pg 330  https://www.gutenberg.org/files/67101/67101-h/67101-h.htm

Dr. Edward Palmer’s archaeological work in Southern Utah was recognized as significant by his 
contemporaries. The illustration above was made from a J. K. Hillers photograph on an 
expedition to this Hopi village funded by the Smithsonian and kept in J. W. Powell’s Bureau of 
Ethnology records. Go to https://digital.denverlibrary.org/digital/collection/p15330coll22/id/
63056/
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November 22, 1876
Deseret News

National Museums were not the only place 
where Dr. Palmer’s artifacts found a home. 
Some remained here in Utah at the Deseret 
Museum, managed by Professor J.L. 
Barfoot and owned by John W. Young, 
Brigham’s son. 

However, the majority of Dr. Palmer’s 
collection went to the 1876 Centennial 
Exhibition in Philadelphia.

January 8, 1876
Salt Lake Herald Republican 
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1876 Centennial Exhibition 
Illustration of the American Indian 
Exhibit (Smithsonian Archives)

Stephen Baird, the director of the 
National Museum, and J. W. Powell 
planned to have one hundred tribal 
representatives come to Philadelphia 
for the Centennial and camp in 
Fairmount Park. Baird and Powell 
made a 13 point checklist for the 
participating Indians, requiring them 
to be more white than Indian. They 
had to be influential among their own 
people, speak English, have an 
American style family of two children 
and a dog, and be spotless in living 
style and habits. As matters turned 
out, the cost of supporting the Indian 
delegation was more than Congress 
would approve. There were no 
Indians at the Centennial’s American 
Indian exhibit.   

American Indian 
Exhibit Pottery 
Collection 
(Smithsonian)

Edward Palmer’s 
collection of Indian 
artifacts, curiosities 
and manufactures, 
from Utah, were 
prominently 
displayed at the 
exhibition. In 1879, 
Powell was chosen 
as head of the 
Bureau of Ethnology 
created by an act of  
Congress to preserve 
all Indian records, 
artifacts, materials.
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Mancos Canyon Cliff House, William Henry Jackson photographer (1875)

February 15, 1876
Salt Lake Herald Republican

The photograph above was one of many in the 
American Indian Exhibit depicting Cliff Houses 
that captured the imagination of the Philadelphia 
exposition’s patrons. 

https://arizonaorigins.com/products/1876-
centennial-world-fair-colorado-original-hayden-
survey-display-wh-holmes

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/
viewcontent.cgi?article=1192&context=nmhr 
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Frontispiece of
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 

1876 Centennial Exposition

The 1876 Philadelphia Exposition was 
the first international “world’s fair” 
held in the United States. Patterned 
after the London’s Great Exposition of 
1851, it was proposed to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the 1776 
Declaration of Independence which 
was signed in Philadelphia. “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident.”

As shown in the frontispiece artwork, 
American Indians were to be a focus of 
the celebration. But, 1876 is also 
remembered for Custer’s Last Stand at 
the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

For Leslie’s complete guide go to

https://archive.org/details/
frankleslieshis00lesl/page/102/mode/
1up?view=theater

Torch of Liberty (Statue of Liberty)
displayed in Fairmount Park, 
Philadelphia, August 1876

Spencer Baird’s estimated cost to 
Congress for the Indian delegation camp 
in Fairmount Park was $115,000 in 1876 
dollars. So no Indians came. 

Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, the sculptor 
and promoter of the Statue of Liberty 
took the opportunity to display the 
forearm of his statue holding the torch of 
liberty as a fundraising event in 
Fairmount Park. 
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link to 
Exploration of a Mound in Utah, Edward Palmer, The American Naturalist, July, 1876

https://wchsutah.org/people/edward-palmer2.pdf 

This account of his 1875 excavation of the Santa Clara Indian Mound was written by Edward 
Palmer and published in The American Naturalist magazine, which documented research of the 
American Society of Naturalists.  
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link to
Excerpt from the 
Annual Report of the Trustees of the Peabody Museum of 
American Archaeology and Ethnology (1875)  

https://wchsutah.org/people/edward-palmer1.pdf 
 

This photo is of the objects collected by Edward Palmer in 1875 in Southern Utah (Santa Clara). 
They were archived in Harvard University’s Peabody Museum, and are presently on loan to the 
University of Utah’s Marriott Library.  
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link to

William H. Holmes, Pottery of the Ancient Pueblos (1883)
https://wchsutah.org/people/edward-palmer3.pdf 

link to 
Dr. Edward Palmer’s Address at the Davenport (Iowa) Academy of Natural Sciences in 1893, clarifying 
his excavation of mounds in Payson, Utah.  
https://wchsutah.org/people/edward-palmer4.pdf 
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