
Dentistry and 
it’s beginnings



• 2600 BC – The First Known 
Dental Practitioner

The inscription on the tomb of an 
Egyptian scribe named Hesy-Re is 
the first known reference to 
someone as a dental practitioner. 
He is honored as “the greatest of 
those who deal with teeth, and of 
physicians.”



• 500-300 BC – Ancient 
Philosophers & Dentistry

Both Aristotle and Hippocrates wrote 
about dentistry. They mention 
identifying the pattern in which adult 
teeth come in, stabilizing the teeth 
and jaw with wire, and methods for 
tooth extraction.This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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• 700 AD – Dental Fillings in 
China

An ancient Chinese medical 
text includes an early mention 
of silver fillings. The text 
refers to a silver paste, which 
would have been quite similar 
to the amalgam used in 
modern dentistry.





• 1530 – The First Book About 
Dentistry

In Germany, a book titled Little 
Medicinal Book for All Kinds of Diseases 
and Infirmities of the Teeth by Artzney
Buchlein is the first known book 
exclusively about dental medicine. 
Topics addressed include placing gold 
fillings, tooth extraction and oral 
hygiene.
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• 1723 – The Father of Modern 
Dentistry
• French surgeon Pierre Fauchard 
publishes The Surgeon Dentist, A Treatise 
on Teeth, the first comprehensive guide 
to dental care ever written. He is 
considered the Father of Modern 
Dentistry because many of the book’s 
ideas regarding oral anatomy, restoring 
teeth and creating dentures are the basis 
of the practice of dentistry moving 
forward.
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• August 3, 1859 – organization of the American Dental 
Association













Doc Holliday / 1851-1887

Dentist and gambler



1833-1910
School teacher and dentist



• Zane Grey
• 1872-1939
• Famous author and dentist








