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'The honor of being nominated for the 
chief office in the nation is a distinction 
'hat comes to but few among the many who 
feel that they would like to gain it." 

UTAH'S F IRST PRESIDENTIAL 
C A N D I D A T E 

By Gaylon L. Caldwell * 

Buried in footnotes in only the most exhaustive treatises on American 
political history, and completely ignored by most history books written 
today, is the name of Utah's first presidential candidate. Granted the 
American penchant for quickly forgetting its notorious or famous 
boxers, movie stars, and politicians once they lose, still it is strange that 
so few Utahans remember — if, indeed, they ever have heard about — 
the man who gave the state its single hour in the presidential sun. This 
particular nominee ought to be treasured if only because there may 
never be another from Utah. Political parties sagely select their candi
dates from populous and politically important states — Utah is neither. 
Therefore, when headlines across the country on July 15, 1920, screamed 
that a Utahan had emerged from the rowdy, colorful Farmer-Labor 
convention in Chicago to carry the new party's banner, it was news. 
At home there was some local pride, for, as the Deseret News correctly 
observed in an editorial, "the honor of being even nominated for the 
chief office in the nation is a distinction that comes to but few among 
the many who feel that they would like to gain it." ' 

Parley Packer Christensen was that nominee. True, he had been 
born slightly across the state line — in Weston, Idaho — and unlike 

* Dr. Caldwell is a member of the United States Information Agency, Washington, 

D.C. He has a current assignment for two years in the Far East. 
1 Deseret News (Salt Lake City), July 15, 1920, p. 4. 
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the typical Utahan he was a bachelor and a Unitarian, but he had 
twice served as Salt Lake County Attorney, had sat in the state legisla
ture, and had twice sought to represent Utah as a Republican in the 
United States Congress. Democrats, Republicans, and Bull Moosers — 
all could have claimed some share in his political education since he had 
served in each of their disseparate political camps at some time or other. 
This time he was a Farmer-Laborite and, in the dawn of Harding 
"normalcy," brought real excitement and color into what had threatened 
to become one of America's dullest campaigns. Besides, at a convention 
which had talked about potential nominees of the high caliber of Wis
consin's brilliant Senator La Follette, Michigan's world-famous Henry 
Ford, and Chicago's own Jane Addams, Salt Lake City's maverick son 
had won the prize. 

The "third party" convention — which was also the third party 
convention — held in the Windy City that summer had been eminently 
newsworthy. As early as July 8 the provincial press had accorded banner 
headlines to the political malcontents who had gathered to offer the 
American voters an alternative to Ohio's uninspiring Senator Harding 
and her equally colorless Governor Cox, and the metropolitan dailies 
had reported the unfolding of events in Chicago as faithfully, if not 
as dramatically, as the small town newspapers. In addition to the news 
value of the political potpourri which was seen by many to threaten 
the two established parties, the Farmer-Labor convention preceded and 
postdated the first birthday of Prohibition, and by some odd chance 
selected the "wettest city in the United States" for a convention site.2 

But the excitement generated at this particular convention was power
ful enough to keep delegates and reporters in a badly ventilated conven
tion hall even though the loop's "motion picture palaces" pledged 70° 
F. comfort and offered such talent as Norma Talmadge, Tom Mix, and 
Mary Pickford. 

Out of at least nineteen diverse groups which sought to unite into 
a new political movement, the "Committee of Forty-Eight" was the 
first to arrive in Chicago.3 Under the leadership of J.A.H. Hopkins, it 

2 The Ba\ersfied Californian reported on July 12, 1920, that during the first three 
weeks of June Chicago druggists had used up three months supply of their prescription liq
uor. Drug stores were engaged in semi-bottlegging at $7.50 per pint. The newspaper also 
alleged that Republican, Democratic, and Farmer-Labor delegates had found "real beer," 
whisky, cocktails, and wine sold "with no attempt to have patrons drink hurriedly in order 
to get glasses off the bar." p. 1. 

Mentioned in the newspapers at one time or another during the hectic cconvention 
week were: American Constitutional Party, Committee of Forty-Eight, Farmer's Equity 
Society, Labor League of Montana, Labor Party of the United States, League for the 
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established headquarters in the Morrison Hotel and served as the 
nucleus for the various groups which straggled into town. Before ar
riving for their convention, the "Forty-Eighters" had circulated a ques
tionnaire to 2,100 voters in order to ascertain grass-roots sentiment for 
the presidential choice of a projected third party. On the basis of the 
incomplete sample, as well, one suspects, as the personal predelictions 
of its leaders, the committee came to Chicago championing Robert 
M. La Follette.* When rumors began to circulate among the convening 
delegates that the Wisconsin favorite would not be available, the names 
of Henry Ford (the Detroit automobile maker), Amos Pinchot (the 
nationally-known conservationist), Frank P. Walsh (a prominent Kan
sas City lawyer), and Charles Ingersoll (the watch manufacturer) 
were prominently mentioned. The Single Tax League delegates im
mediately made public their antipathy to the senator but indicated 
their willingness to accept either Mr. Ingersoll or Mr. Pinchot. 

At the outset it became apparent that the separately-meeting Com
mittee of Forty-Eight and the sundry labor groups were locked in an 
undeclared, yet mortal, struggle for control of the potential party. In 
public, the committee, which claimed to represent 40,000 members and 
consisted almost entirely of intellectuals and lawyers, evidently objected 
only to the use of the term "Labor" in the proposed name of the new 
movement on the ground that it would suggest a "class party." It was 
known that La Follette disliked the word, too. On the other hand, the 
labor delegates made plain their refusal to yield leadership to the "New 
York plutes and snobs." Behind the scenes, and hardly noticed by the 
political reporters of the time, William Z. Foster directed the conven
tion tactics of the labor and socialist groups. He concentrated on driv
ing a wedge between the farmers and the committee and was strikingly 
successful in nudging the hitherto liberal Forty-Eighters steadily to
ward a conservative position. His skill eventually increased the natural 
suspicion the farmer delegates already held for the "slick" city lawyers, 
and led to the eventual defeat of the Forty-Eighters. 

Independence of India, Non-Partisan League, Party of Texas, People's Money Party, 
Private Soldiers and Sailors League, Producer's and Consumer's League, Proportional 
Representation League, Rank and File Veteran's Association, Single Tax League, Social 
Democratic Party, Socialist Party, Socialist-Labor Party, the Triple Alliance (farmers, 
laborers, and railroad men of the state of Washington), and World's War Veterans. There 
may have been other organizations represented but not publicized. 

4 The questionnaires which were completed and returned indicated the following 
choices: Robert M. La Follette, 324; Herbert Hoover, 191; Eugene V. Debs, 172; and 
Hiram Johnson, 157. Ba\erspeld Californian, July 10, 1920, p. 2. 
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Before the convention finally adjourned, its battle cry was to become 
"to hell with anything but radicalism," 5 but the leftist tide was dis
cernible almost from the outset. The convention had scarcely got under
way before some newspapers began condemning the relatively moderate 
Committee of Forty-Eight in frightened editorials: 

We have had many third or thirtieth party movements, but never one 
which had such a business-like appellation. It has a Jacobin significance. It 
suggests the mechanics of the guillotine, the whisk of the knife on Tory 
necks, the rumbling of the tumbrils, and the steady working of knitting 
needles.0 

But conservatives were really given cause for alarm in the Keynote 
Address when John Fitzpatrick, a Chicago labor union leader, had 
delegates enthusiastically applauding every reference to Russia. Ac
cording to one account, when he "praised the Russian revolution, three 
cheers for soviet Russia were called for and given," and when Eamonn 
de Valera, a "dangerous revolutionary," arrived in the hall he was ac
corded a rousing reception and was introduced as "the President of the 
Irish Republic." T Dur ing the Irish nationalist's speech the assembled 
delegates hissed with gusto every mention of Great Britain. When 
Parley P. Christensen, of Salt Lake City, who had been selected as Per
manent Chairman of the convention, was introduced as "one of the 
first defenders of the International Workers of the World," the conven
tioneers cheered until Chairman Christensen was obliged to acknowl
edge them by bowing. 

As the convention progressed, an unconventional invocation offered 
by Reverend George C. Richmond underscored the increasingly radical 
temper of the delegates. "We are not concerned about heaven and hell," 
the St. Louis pastor intoned, "it is this world in which we are interested. 
As Jesus failed so do we." The minister then reminded the deity that 
the Democratic and Republican candidates "take orders not from Jesus 
but from Wall Street." He gave specific thanks for the revolution in 
Russia and for "the new spirit of self-assertiveness among negroes." 
God was urged to bring about the speedy destruction of "Palmerism, 

'New York Times, July 15, 1920, p. 2. 
"Chicago Tribune. This was on July 10. Two days later the lead editorial of the 

Deseret News said: "News reports of yesterday's sessions indicate that not a few of the 
delegates in the convention partook more of the spirit of Boleshevik Russia than of citi
zenship in the great Republic which, in spite of whatever imperfections may justly be 
charged against it, is the type of government that is the hope of the world." July 12, 1920, 
P- 4-

' Bakersfield California!?, July 13, 1920, p. 1. 
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Penrose-ism and all other kinds of paganism," and to bless Eugene V. 
Debs "in his prison cell." 8 The Salt Lake Tribune disapprovingly 
reported that "tumultuous cheering interrupted at a dozen points, and 
when 'amen' was reached the delegates leaped to their feet, threw hats 
in the air and whooped things up for several minutes." 9 The more 
decorous New York Times merely mentioned that "the convention, 
forgetting the silence usually accorded the invocation, cheered and 
roared and applauded." " 

"Surely nothing quite like this convention has taken place in the 
political history of America," a leading metropolitan newspaper re
ported. It likened the amorphous "party" to Shakespeare's Richard III — 

Deformed, unfinished, sent before my time 
Into this breathing world, scarce half made up.11 

But the very fact that the convention was deformed and unfinished 
gave Parley P. Christensen an opportunity to prove his mettle, for sub
sequent events were to prove he was precisely the man who could 
control the situation. It is reported that "six-foot Parley" muttered as 
he assumed the chair: "I'm going to be fair, I'm going to be considerate, 
but I'm going to handle this bunch." 12 He wielded the hammer (which 
substituted for a gavel) with such determination and vigor that al
though he could not have known it at the time, he was pounding his 
way to the nomination. 

The Platform Committee proved to be the center of action for the 
Farmer-Labor party convention of 1920. Senator La Follette had made 
headlines across the nation on July 14 when he indicated his willingness 
to accept nomination provided the platform was acceptable, but inside 
the committee rooms evidence began to accumulate that he was un
willing to find any platform acceptable except his own. A second re
quirement stipulated by the senator was that a permanent united party 
had to result from the Chicago gathering if he were to make the presi
dential race under its aegis. Both of these conditions were impossible 

8 Ibid. 
'Salt Lake Tribune, July 14, 1920, p. 1. 
10 New Yor\ Times, July 14, 1920, p. 2. 
11 Ibid., July 15, 1920, p. 2. On the following day this newspaper dismissed the 

Farmer-Labor party as: "Syndicalists, Communists, Socialists, unclassified pro-Germans, 
Seditionists and anarchists that promptly joined in the misnamed Farmer-Labor party — 
a name so utterly misleading as to be a plain subterfuge." p. 3. 

12 Chicago Tribune, July 11, 1920, p. 1. 
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for the hydra-headed political infant to fulfill. For example, William 
Randolph Hearst's "American Constitutional Party" demanded opposi
tion to foreign entangling alliances, and although this concession could 
easily be made by most of the other eighteen groups represented, it did 
not accord with the insistence of the Single Tax League for a single 
plank. Nor could the Committee of Forty-Eight's "unequivocal and 
bitter end" stand against "socialistic and paternalistic policies" be har
monized with the avowed aims of the assorted socialists present. Fur
ther, it seemed impossible that such diverse personalities as Henry Ford 
and William Z. Foster could agree on policy matters. The Committee 
of Forty-Eight recognized the need for an accommodation with the 
farmer and labor groups if the new party was to see the light of day, 
however, and expected to salvage from the competing views a platform 
that La Follette would accept. Therefore, the Forty-Eighters decided 
to coalesce with the labor groups, which were meeting in Car Men's 
Hall. Their lead was followed by the Non-Partisan League and the 
other organizations. 

The parade of the Forty-Eighters and their allies through the loop 
on their way from the Morrison Hotel to the labor hall was more than 
symbolic: Labor had given an ultimatum — "Come with us by 10 A.M. 
or we will go it alone!" The workers' parties had served notice of their 
intention to adopt a platform and begin nominations at 2 P.M., and the 
delayed arrival of the Forty-Eighters obliged the latecomers to accept 
or reject the platform without having had a hand in shaping it. 

On arrival, the committee and their allies found the labor conven
tion under way, but its proceedings were postponed for cheers and ap
plause. J.A.H. Hopkins, chairman of the Forty-Eighters, was magnan
imously elected cochairman and presented with the gavel, but he was 
unable to maintain control of the unwieldly group. The Chicago Trib
une related the subsequent scene in these words: 

Chaos rapidly developed. Chairman Hopkins lost control of the con
vention and admitted as much, and called Parley P. Christianson [sic], 
Chairman of the Forty-Eight convention, to the rescue. Dozens of delegates 
had been fighting for recognition to make motions or points of order. . . . 
Mr. Christianson smoothed out the kinks.13 

The previously adopted platform was enough to cause the quick exit 

of the Single Taxers, who steadfastly refused to accept more than a 

"Susan B. Anthony' ' suffrage amendment plank. But even before the 

,:' Ibid., July 14, 1920, p. 2. 
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disciples of Henry George could stalk out of the hall, the Hearst group 
had already "faded away." 

La Follette immediately rejected the platform as too radical, and the 
Platform Committee was promptly reconvened. The eager co-opera
tion of the agrarian element of the Committee of Forty-Eight with 
labor was indicated by Mr. Christensen when he said to the thousand 
delegates in the hall: 

Under the circumstances we are not going to be dictated to by him. 
We are going to do our duty. He has said that he could not accept the 
nomination. I repeat we will not be dictated to; the whole matter is now in 
the hands of your Platform Committee.14 

With the labor element firmly in control, the second child of the 
Platform Committee included such items as amnesty for political pris
oners; repeal of the espionage laws; and the election of federal judges to 
a four-year term with provisions for their recall. Labor planks included 
the "democratic control of industries" through which working men 
were to have an increasing share of the management of plants; an 
eight-hour day and forty-four hour work week; and recognition of the 
right of government employees to strike. Veterans were to receive a sum 
"sufficient to make war pay no less than peacetime earnings." Farmers 
were promised public markets and the extension of the federal farm 
loan system. Socialists were to see public ownership of public utilities 
and national resources, and the shift of tax burdens to the "war-rich." 
In foreign policy the new party favored withdrawal from further par
ticipation under the Treaty of Versailles; the recognition of Russia and 
Ireland; the withdrawal of "dictatorship" over the Philippines, Hawaii, 
Haiti, Santo Domingo, Porto Rico [sic], Cuba, Samoa, and Guam; and 
the refusal "to go to war against Mexico at the behest of Wall Street." 15 

Senator La Follette again refused to accept the platform, objecting 
particularly to the provisions concerning the League of Nations, recogni
tion of Russia and Ireland, and the provisions for nationalization. 
When informed of his decision, the delegates howled that they were 
concerned with principles, not with candidates nor expediency. A more 
conservative platform urged by the backers of the senator was defeated 
308 to 125. 

The highlight of every political convention is the nomination ritual, 
and the Farmer-Labor convention was not to be denied nor stinted. Of 

14 New York Times, July 14, 1920, p. 2. 
15 Bakersfield Californian, July 14, 1920, p. 2. 
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all the potential nominees, only Henry Ford had an organization work
ing actively for him. With the refusal of La Follette to consider the 
nomination the Committee of Forty-Eight had hoped to rally to the 
Detroit automobile manufacturer only to find that his managers had 
closed his campaign headquarters and quit work, charging that "the 
platform is too much for Mr. Ford." 16 The Forty-Eighters then decided 
to back one of their original stalwarts, Dudley Field Malone, a New 
York lawyer. The labor groups supported Christensen. Nominating 
speeches were made for all possible contenders, however. After Sena
tor La Follette was nominated his son read a message to the convention 
asking that the name be withdrawn without delay. When Mr. Ford 
was nominated "the laughing lasted five minutes" in the radical as
sembly. Eugene V. Debs was placed on the roster by Jane Addams and 
described as "the Jesus Christ of today." 17 The field also included Gov
ernor Lynn J. Frazier, of North Dakota; Reverend Herbert Bigelow, of 
Cincinnati; Louis F. Post, Assistant Secretary of Labor; and Jane 
Addams, who promptly withdrew. 

The first ballot was conducted and the following mysterious totals 
were reported: 

Malone 
Christensen 
Debs 
Ford 
Frazier 
Bigelow 
Post 

166.8 
121.1 
68 
12.3 
9 
7 
1.7 

By vote, all but the top two contenders were eliminated and the Farmer-
Labor party convention of 1920 proceeded to the second ballot. This 
time Christensen won over Malone by 191.5 to 174.6, and Utah had 
furnished her first presidential candidate.18 

The disorganized Committee of Forty-Eight prepared for the long 
trip back to the Morrison Hotel, but before they left the standard-bearer 
told them: "I was drafted for the Farmer-Labor party. You and I 
wanted Senator La Follette. Understand, if by any means you can now 
get him, I am not in your way." At this point a demonstration occurred 
after which Christensen continued: "I am not going to prove disloyal, 
untruthful, unfaithful, especially not to the working men who nomi-

'" New York Times, July 15, 1920, p. 2. 
"Ibid., p. 1. 
'" Ibid. 
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nated me. If you can do anything to get them [La Follette-William 
Jennings Bryan] count me out." 19 Then he left the convention hall. 
There were approximately twenty nominating speeches for the second 
place on the ticket, but nearly as many were withdrawn by unwilling 
candidates or their friends. When the first ballot was finally taken and 
announced, Max S. Hays, the editor of a Cleveland labor paper, had 
received all but a dozen votes. The session adjourned at 4 A.M. 

On the morning following the nomination, the candidate learned 
that the Non-Partisan League had withdrawn from and denounced 
the new party, and that the remnants of the Committee of Forty-Eight 
were meeting to decide whether or not to follow the lead of their 
country cousins. During some hopeful talk about yet launching a La 
Follette-Bryan ticket a Texan seceeded from the rump convention say
ing he would not support such a ticket because "Christensen is 
better." 20 Concluding that the group could not so soon recover from the 
trouncing given them at the ill-starred "Farmer-Labor" convention, 
Mr. Hopkins issued a statement condemning control of the convention 
by "a few labor leaders" who, he alleged, did not represent the rank and 
file of labor. He charged that this unfortunate development had 
prevented a "sane economic program" and formally withdrew his bat
tered group from participation with the new party. Parley P. Christen
sen, in turn, denounced his former colleagues in the Committee of 
Forty-Eight as a "quartet of coupon-clipping intellectuals from New 
York whose arteries ran ice water." 21 

Even though it appeared that he had been nominated almost hap
hazardly, it cannot be denied that Christensen was a strong individual 
and a good candidate. Although he was front page news across the 
continent, he was nearly without honor in his home town. The Salt 
Lake City press had reported the news of its not-so-favorite son with 
misgivings. In the July 11 issue of the Tribune, under the heading 
"Third-Party Movement Launched in Chicago; Salt Laker Chosen for 
Permanent Chairman," Parley P. Christensen had his name on the front 
page, but only received two lines in the article. Two days later, in the 
leading editorial entitled "I.W.W. Defender," the same paper said: 

19 Bakersfield Californian, July 15, 1920, p . 1. 

'"Ibid. After flirting widi the possibility of a "Liberal Party," La Follette decided 
he was "satisfied" with Harding. William Jennings Bryan and William A. ("Billy") 
Sunday toyed with the Prohibition party, but Bryan chose to remain a Democrat. The 
Prohibitionists later dropped the indefatigable Henry Ford from consideration and chose 
a third Ohio candidate — Aaron S. Watkins. 

-1 New York Times, July 21 , 1920, p . 6. 
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Very few men in Utah would care to be pointed out as defenders of I.W.W. 
propagandists, it being well known that the purpose of these malcontents 
is to bring about the downfall of organized society and destroy our Christian 
civilization if possible. If Parley P. Christensen is proud of his connection 
with such an outfit he has traveled far since he first became a disappointed 
and disgruntled politician.22 

When he received the nomination the Tribune did accord him a head
line. The streamer across the front page on July 15 read: FUSIONISTS 
N A M E P. P. C H R I S T E N S E N . The accompanying article told how 
he had entered his Salt Lake City practice in 1897, had served as prin
cipal of Murray and Grantsville schools, superintendent of Tooele 
County Schools, secretary of the Utah Constitutional Convention of 
1895, and Salt Lake County as attorney. On the following day the 
editorial tone of the newspaper was bitter: "The joke is on Utah," the 
commentary began, and contrasted the infamous publicity of the howl
ing Farmer-Labor convention to the prestige brought to the state by 
Senator Smoot, who had wielded the gavel at the Republican conven
tion, and Senator King who had added dignity to the proceedings of 
the Democratic party conclave. The editorial continued: 

Now that Parley P. has become a full-fledged candidate for president the 
honors accorded our two leading statesmen pale into insignificance. Of 
course Parley P. will not be elected, and it is equally certain that both the 
senators will be found in their accustomed places in the United States 
senate next December. Yet we are free to admit that during the campaign 
the Utah candidate for president will be a more important and imposing 
individual throughout the country than the senators, and the situation 
developed is rather amusing. 

A great majority of the people of Utah will not take pride in the 
nomination of Christensen. Indeed, it is highly probable that many of them 
will be annoyed that a standard-bearer for the malcontents should be a 
Utah citizen. After a while they will see the joke and appreciate it.23 

The banner headline of the Deseret News on July 15 proclaimed: 
PARLEY P. C H R I S T E N S E N O F U T A H IS N O M I N E E . The ac
count was kinder. A brief reference to his life was made and Swinburne 
Hale's remark that the nominee was "one of the first defenders of the 
I.W.W." was included as was the candidate's statement regarding the 
controversial platform: "Every fibre in my system sounds in harmony 
with that platform, and I can stand on it firmly and without equivoca-

22 Salt Lake Tribune, July 13, 1920, p. 6. 
"Ibid., July 16, 1920, p. 6. 
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tion." In the editorial that afternoon, titled "A Utah 'Standard-Bearer,' " 
the Deseret News pointed out to its readers: 

. . . it is quite within the truth to say that the honor of being even nominated 
for the chief office in the nation is a distinction that comes to but few among 
the many who feel that they would like to gain it. 

Our fellow-townsman, Parley Christensen, is now to be reckoned as 
entitled to this distinction. He doubtless went down to Carmen's Hall in 
Chicago to the "third-party" convention without the least intention of captur
ing or even striving for its nomination. He had other uses for his good 
straw hat than to shy it into the political ring. Yet apparently without any 
great deal of maneuvering, wire-pulling or diplomatic finesse he became the 
choice of the "Farmer-Labor" party, winning at last over so prominent and 
pronounced a figure as Dudley Field Malone of New York. 

. . . it is enough to mention that though Senator La Follette found the 
platform too extreme to suit even his advanced notions of reform, the Utah 
Stalwart is so exactly tuned up that he announces "every fibre in his system" 
as being in harmony with it.24 

The Utah nominee's return was to be triumphal. Plans were made 
immediately after the nomination to afford him "the greatest reception 
ever given in Salt Lake." 25 As the nominee approached, his local mana
gers evidently became concerned about the success of the welcome, as 
they issued the following appeal to local pride: 

We must give our candidate the biggest reception ever accorded anybody 
here. He will speak in Denver Tuesday night and preparations have been 
made there for a big reception. We don't want the Denver people to do 
better than we do, especially in the reception of a Salt Lake presidential 
candidate. 

It isn't just a case of only those turning out that intend to vote for Mr. 
Christensen, for we allow that everybody has a right to his particular faith 
in regard to politics. But we invite the friends of Mr. Christensen to help 
in this big demonstration in honor of a citizen who has been honored by 
the nomination for president.26 

That the reception was something less impressive than that expected 
or accorded to other local heroes would be inferred from the treatment 
of the occasion by the Tribune, which reported, on page 20, that he had 
been met by the committee, had "more than 300 in the parade," and 
that "probably 500" heard his speech. The account ended with the 
cryptic line: "There were no red flags in sight." The Deseret News on 
the other hand, gave a much more complete account of the welcome 

24 Deseret News, July 15, 1920, p. 4. 
25 Salt Lake Tribune, July 16, 1920, p. 2. 
28 Ibid., July 20, 1920, p. 20. 
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to Salt Lake City, put the report on a frequently-read page, and omitted 
disparaging comments.27 

The presidential race of the Farmer-Labor candidate was under
taken with the determination and vigor he had displayed at the con
vention. His opening gun was fired on behalf of Eugene V. Debs, who 
had been imprisoned in 1918 for violation of the Espionage Act. Chris-
tensen's "open-telegram" to the candidates of the two major parties 
was quoted in front pages across the country: 

Mr. Debs may be utterly wrong in his ideas as how best to conduct the 
affairs of society, and so may I be and so may you, but my conception of 
liberty includes the right to think wrong.28 

The Utahan appealed for isolationist votes in a New York speech when 
he charged that the League of Nations was "nothing more than an 
attempt to establish an international banker's soviet" and asserted that 
if the League were not a dead issue, "I should want to kill it." 29 

By August 1, in an article for the New York Times entitled "Cam
paigning from Porch and Stump," Charles Welles Thompson had this 
to say concerning the third-party nominee: 

It may be, too, that the Republicans are getting a little uneasy over the 
unlimited activity of Parley Packer Christensen, the candidate of the Farmer-
Labor Party. 

He seems a most virile and extensive person, this Mr. Christensen, and 
though the country knows nothing about him he is evidently determined 
that it shall. He opened his campaign by promising that it should be one of 
24 hours a day and 7 days a week, and this is only July. Compared to him 
Harding is as idle as Debs, and Cox is a slow poke.3" 

27 Ibid., July 23, 1920, p. 20; Deseret News, July 23, 1920, p. 6. 
28 New York Times, July 21 , 1920, p. 6. In a post-mortem of the campaign and 

election, H . L. Mencken, a caustic critic of American morals and manners, wrote: 
"Gamaliel . . . confined himself to mellifulous and meaningless phrases, knowing very well 
that the plain people are used to them, understand them in their way, and like them. 
And whenever he had to be specific he said what warmed the popular heart. For instance, 
in the matter of poor Gene. Various enemies, including the lodge-joiner Christensen, 
tried to inveigle him into promising to liberate Gene on March 5. A less astute man would 
have succumbed. It seemed a good chance to play to the public generosity, and to cast 
a handy brick at the bitter and tyrannical Woodrow. But Gamaliel refused to promise 
anything of the sort; on the contrary, he delivered himself of harsh words on the subject 
of traitors. Here his instinct was profoundly sound. He knew that the American people 
are never in favor of turning anyone out of jail — that their sympathies are always with 
the prosecution and against the defense. I have no doubt whatever that keeping Debs in 
jail saved Woodrow from an even worse drubbing than he got." Malcolm Moos (ed.), 
H. L. Mencken on Politics (New York, Vintage Books, 1960), 39-40. President Warren 
G. Harding did pardon Debs during his first year in office. 

20 Bakersfield Californian, July 31 , 1920, p. 2. 
30 New York Times, August 1, 1920, Sec. IV, p . 3. 
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Christensen continued his campaign at a feverish pitch, with personal 
appearances about the country punctuated with open-letters and tele
grams which, because of their subject-matter and quotable language, 
were given wide publicity in the national press. 

The newspapers predicted a brilliant debut for the new political 
party, probably because they believed their own publicity. For example, 
when the convention was getting underway in Chicago one paper had 
editorialized: "We do not believe the movement will prove formidable 
at the polls." Four days later the same editors opined that the new 
party "may be able to make quite a respectable showing at the polls in 
November," and although they did not expect its candidate to win, 
the editorial writer feared that his efforts might throw the presidential 
election into the House of Representatives and prevent a majority of 

President Warren G. Harding on a tour through Utah. Utah's Governor 
Charles R. Mabey stands with hat in hand at the left. 
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either of the two traditional parties from forming in the Congress.31 

On August 1 the New York Times prophesied that Christensen would 
carry nine states.32 In his "Campaign Notes" of September 13, Mencken 
had predicted that Christensen "will make away with hundreds of 
thousands of potential Socialist votes, not only in the West, but also in 
the East." Although polls of college students showed no substantial 
support for the Farmer-Labor or Socialist candidates,33 the day before 
the election the Salt Lake Tribune feared that the Farmer-Labor ticket 
would elect three senators, carry Washington, South Dakota, Wyoming, 
Montana, Nevada, and New Mexico, "with a fighting chance in Iowa 
and Indiana." 34 

The final tally of votes in November, 1920, reinforced the old axiom 
of American politics that new parties begin with a burst of enthusiasm 
only to fade away. Parley Packer Christensen finished fourth, behind 
the innocuous Harding, the inept Cox, and the imprisoned Debs.35 On 
the day after the election the most important thing the Salt Lake Tri
bune could find to say concerning Utah's first presidential candidate 
was that he was also the first in American history to receive his mother's 
vote. The Deseret News laid the native son to political rest with this 
tribute: 

Parley P. Christensen, as the head of the Farmer-Labor ticket, was not a 
real contender for the electoral votes of the nation, but from the returns he 
had a large following in every part of the country. Locally he drew more 
votes than any candidate of a minor party since the Progressive split in 
1912.36 

31 Salt Lake Tribune, July 10, 1920, p. 6; ibid., July 14, 1920, p. 6. 
32 New York Times, August 1, 1920, p. 3. These states were listed as Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Colorado, and 
Washington. 

33 Entering Rhodes Scholars at Oxford favored Cox (19) with Harding (10), Christen
sen (2), Debs (1), and "doubtful" (1); Harvard freshmen gave Harding 1,175; Cox 805; 
Debs, 110; and Christensen, 31. A poll of "16 leading colleges" favored Harding (8,318) 
over Cox (3,888), with Debs (531) and Christensen (168). 

"•Salt Lake Tribune, November 1, 1920, p. 1. 
35 Warren G. Harding 

James M. Cox 
Eugene V. Debs 
Parley P. Christensen 
Aaron S. Watkins 

30 Deseret News, Novemb 
favors as follows: 

Harding 81,555 
Cox 56,639 
Christensen 4,475 
Debs 3,159 

(Republican) 
(Democrat) 
(Socialist) 
(Farmer-Labor) 
(Prohibitionist) 

er 3, 1920, p. 10. 

16,152,200 
9,147,353 

919,799 
265,411 
189,408 

Utah voters distributed their electoral 
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If there is a political lesson to be drawn from the campaign of 1920, 
it must be that the bulk of the American people voted for parties, not 
candidates. The alternative is to accept, at face value, Mencken's ap
praisal that the average American is the "archetype of the Homo 
boobus." Even in the gay and careless "twenties," Christensen must 
have appeared as a most attractive candidate, for who could disagree 
with the description of Harding by the "Sage of Baltimore" as "simply 
a third-rate political wheel-horse, with the face of a moving-picture 
actor, the intelligence of a respectable agricultural implement dealer, 
and the imagination of a lodge joiner," or that Cox was "no more than 
a provincial David Harum with a gift for bamboozling the boobs ?" " 
Nor does the then radical domestic platform of the Farmer-Labor party 
appear anything but prophetic to a generation which has survived the 
New Deal and its extensions. 

The irony of history was probably never better reflected than in 
the subsequent Harding administration. Tired of political idealism, 
strong presidential leadership, and fearful of accepting international 
responsibilities, the American voters chose an honest but weak president 
who gave them none of these. Instead of "normalcy," Warren G. Hard
ing's legacy to his fellow citizens was a series of scandals which rocked 
the nation. Parley P. Christensen gave the American people the phe
nomenon of an unheralded man who rose to the nomination by real 
ability and who gave excitement in his energetic, brilliantly conceived 
campaign. His fellow citizens rewarded him with political oblivion — 
although he is not without company. In retrospect, one thing is certain: 
Utah need not be ashamed of her one presidential candidate. 

' Moos, op. cit., 18. 
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REED SMOOT, 1862-1941 



The photo of Reed Smoot was taken at the 
beginning of his career in the United 
States Senate where he represented his 
state for thirty years. No other Utahan has 
risen so high in his party. 

REED SMOOT, APOSTLE-SENATOR 

By Milton R. Merrill * 

It has been more than a quarter century since Reed Smoot sadly, reluc
tantly, and on occasion bitterly, left the scene of his great triumphs, 
the United States Senate, and returned to Utah. For thirty years he had 
represented the state in that august Gentleman's Club, the Senate. He 
had risen from ignominy to world-wide fame as chairman of the 
committee on finance and joint author of the famous if widely criticized 
Smoot-Hawley tariff. Ironically, just as he reached the zenith of power, 
the bull market of the twenties collapsed, the economy careened des
perately, and Franklin Roosevelt rode into the White House on the 
fear and despondency of "the common man." Reed Smoot was one 
of the more distinguished and certainly one of the most astonished vic
tims of what he considered a political and social disaster. It was a grim 
conclusion to a political career that had begun inauspiciously, but which 
had burgeoned with the years until Reed Smoot, the Apostle-Senator 
from Utah, joined the inner circle of the mighty. 

It is eminently fitting that the Utah Historical Society should give 
attention to Reed Smoot. No other Utahan rose so high politically. 
No other Utahan was more devoted to his responsibilities, no other 
member of his church accomplished more in changing the public's 

* Dr. Merrill is vice-president of Utah State University, Logan, Utah. The article here 
printed is an abridgement of an address delivered at the annual meeting of the Utah State 
Historical Society in May, 1959. 
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opinion from one of scorn and obloquy for the despised Mormons to 
one of respectful admiration. His career and he himself deserve a sec
ond look. After twenty-five years we should begin to approach an 
objective evaluation. 

Four loyalties dominated the life of Reed Smoot. They were his 
family, the Mormon Church, the United States of America, and the 
Republican party. For our purpose here it is unnecessary to develop 
the family relationship. It can be summarized by the statement that 
he was devoted to his wife and children, and within the limits imposed 
by his herculean labors as senator and churchman, he was a loving hus
band and father. 

His dual role as churchman-senator was unique. It is possible, but 
unlikely, that later investigation will show that the Honorable Ezra 
Taft Benson, also a Mormon Apostle, has occupied a somewhat similar 
position. However, Benson's political career has been comparatively 
brief, he has been an administrator and counsellor rather than a work
ing politician, and his place in the councils of his party has never been 
high. Smoot was in the center of the party battle from the beginning 
— first as a problem and later through many years as an operator and 
manager. There is justification for astonishment that one could be a 
party leader and an important member of the heirarchy of an authori
tarian church at the same time. The Apostle-Senator performed this 
precarious feat with remarkable skill. 

Oddly the churchman-politician duality aroused no concern and 
little interest outside of Mormon territory after the initial struggle to 
exclude or expel Smoot from the Senate. This was a bitter and extended 
battle. For four long and weary years the senator fought for his place 
as the tide ebbed and flowed — now favorable now threatening — until 
the final vindication on February 20, 1907. It was in these years that 
the iron in his constitution turned to steel, and he learned, if he had not 
known by intuition before, the demanding and often ruthless art of 
politics. After the decision the country at large forgot that Smoot was 
an apostle. He was a Republican politician, a rock-ribbed standpatter 
of the Aldrich-Lodge-Penrose school, to be judged on the same basis 
as these conservatives were judged. 

The duality did not disappear in Utah, nor in one or two other 
states where Mormons were located. Democrats found little solace in 
the argument that Smoot's status in the Quorum of the Twelve had 
nothing to do with his political career. Ardent churchmen of Demo
cratic persuasion such as B. H. Roberts, James H. Moyle, and Milton 
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Welling found the situation disturbing if not dangerous. Many non-
Mormons continued to see a conspiracy on the part of the church leader
ship to dominate the state. 

Smoot's exploits as a Republican politician often stirred Demo
crats, Independents, and objective Republicans alike. In the. early 
years he opposed, and successfully, the adoption of Prohibition in Utah; 
he was in the smoke-filled room at Chicago which manipulated the 
nomination of Warren G. Harding for the Presidency; he was critical 
of the League of Nations; he supported Vare and Smith in their fights 
for Senate seats; he appeared to be a friend and ally of Boies Penrose. 
Surely these actions and relationships were a vast distance from the 
apostolic. In fact many questioned publicly and privately whether 
Smoot, in his heart, was an apostle at all. 

With this background it is legitimate and interesting to inquire 
into the relationship with the church. Was he first and foremost a 
Republican Senator who was permitted to use the church as a front — 
or was he an Apostle who was sent into the political world to defend 
the church and expand its influence. 

There can be no question about Smoot's personal interpretation 
of his role. He was a Mormon Apostle whose mission to the Gentiles 
was divinely inspired and directed. The senator loved his assignment. 
Probably no man ever received more personal satisfaction from mem
bership in the Senate. If he had been operating the universe he could 
not have assigned a more agreeable role for himself. Further, once 
chosen for the position by the president of the church, he had no hesita
tion in using all of the devices of the astute practical politician to as
sure that the mission would be performed. He was willing to step 
down if the authority he recognized — first President Joseph F. Smith 
and later President Heber J. Grant — so decided. He would argue, he 
would present his case with every ounce of his considerable strength, 
but in his own mind he was the capable, indeed incomparable, servant, 
not the master. 

The record demonstrates that Smoot's interpretation was correct. 
In public speeches, in private correspondence, in personal conversations 
President Smith indicated, in fact stated, that Reed Smoot was chosen 
for his role, and that he was serving the church in his capacity as sena
tor. President Grant was less specific and direct, but the evidence is 
strong that he was in full agreement after he became president. In the 
earlier years he was not regarded as a supporter of the program. 
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As indicated, not all Mormons were in accord with the mission 
theory. This iconoclastic attitude often reached high in the councils of 
the church, and on more than one occasion important officials de
nounced Smoot and urged his defeat. The senator recognized this fact 
fully, and he attempted to mollify opposing church leaders. But to him 
President Joseph F. Smith and President Heber J. Grant were the 
authorities. He regretted, he was saddened, by the critical attitude of 
others, but his course was determined by these two men whom he re
garded without equivocation as prophets. 

It is clear to this observer that in any conflict of loyalty Reed Smoot 
would have chosen the president of the church. The president — 
whether President Joseph F. Smith or President Heber J. Grant — could 
have demanded his vote on any subject. Either could have asked for 
his resignation and he would have complied. Either could have told 
him not to contest an election, and he would have declared that he was 
not available. There was no slightest question in his mind that when 
the president spoke authoritatively the directive was binding on Reed 
Smoot. 

There are many in and out of Utah who would regard this as a 
highly undesirable relationship. Presumably it is the possibility of this 
kind of situation that has been used against any Catholic seeking the 
Presidency. For many the state is supreme — family, friends, church, 
conscience must give way before the demands of the omnipotent state. 

The problem of first loyalty was never critical for Utah's Apostle-
Senator. In fact it did not arise. The presidents of the church never 
told Smoot how to vote. They never asked him to do anything that 
even skirted the question of his loyalty to his oath as United States 
Senator. Aside from requests that he perform the usual errands which 
any senator expects to do when requested by a substantial body of con
stituents, Smoot never received a directive. And even when the minor 
requests came they were couched in terms of appeal rather than 
command. 

To Senator Smoot all of this was natural and expected. In the 
first place both the country and the church were fashioned by the same 
hand. It was inconceivable to him that there would ever be a conflict. 
And from his point of view the Republican party was the bulwark of 
both, and again there was no possibility of conflict. He never quite 
reached the point of declaring that the Republican party was the agent 
of some higher power, but he was complacent about the fact that he 
could never see any opposition among or between his three loyalties. 
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To the Smoot mind there were three excellent reasons why the 
church should have a representative of his character and status. As a 
monogamist, whose devotion to that principle could not be successfully 
attacked, he would prove to the country that polygamy had definitely 
ended and that any remnants of the system would soon disappear. The 
fact that B. H. Roberts, another church leader, had been excluded from 
the House only a few short years before the arrival of Smoot made it 
incumbent on the church to send a monogamist of even higher rank. 
It was also his duty, and one which he fulfilled without difficulty, to 
show the world what a competent, hard-working, and sincere person 
a Mormon leader really was. Finally, he was to protect the church to 
the extent of his ability from any adverse legislation. The latter re
sponsibility made no demands upon him, and in his view and that of 
President Smith, this was largely because of his superb performance of 
the first two assignments. 

Senator Smoot's Republicanism was substantial before his first 
election, but it was confirmed by the support the party gave to his mis
sionary role. It was President Theodore Roosevelt and the Republican 
party who assured the Senate place. In general Republican leaders, at 
least on the final vote, were for him, Democrats and "so-called Republi
cans" (his own designation for La Follette) were opposed. He worked 
relentlessly for place and power in the party, but if the reason for this 
drive was personal rather than religious, at least the party's attitude 
on Mormonism served as justification. 

One other aspect of Smoot's labors for the church should be men
tioned because here too he was frequently misjudged. He was deter
mined to bring Gentiles into the Republican party. Often criticized 
even by his own lieutenants, he used the patronage and every other pos
sible device to hold Republican Gentiles in line and bring others from 
Senator Kearns's American party into the fold. He was one of the 
first to advocate and to support practically the position that the interests 
of the church would be more adequately protected if the political 
struggle were divorced from the sharp religious lines that characterized 
Utah politics in the seventies, eighties, and even the nineties. This be
lief, justified or not, accounted in his own mind for his opposition to 
Prohibition in the early years of that movement. Once Prohibition 
ceased to have any important religious base in Utah he became one of 
the most rabid supporters of the movement in Congress. 

In summary it can be stated without equivocation that Senator 
Reed Smoot regarded himself as a representative of the Mormon Church 
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to the nation's Capitol. Fortunately this role merged perfectly with his 
passionate personal ambition and with his devotion to his version of 
Republicanism. And all combined with his avid patriotism for the 
country. From his vantage the church, the country, the party, and Reed 
Smoot were moving in the same direction and had similar ideals and 
purposes. 

In fulfilling his dual role the Apostle-Senator worked tirelessly, 
often successfully, and always courageously. He may have been mis
taken in his judgment and confused in his estimate of values, but it is 
difficult to criticize his operating performance. 

Judged on his own terms, and these were the criteria of his religious 
leaders, he was a superb public servant who achieved the goals he 
established when he began his political career. 



Richard H. Kern, 1821-1853, 
was a member of Fremont's Fourth 
expedition. He was murdered on 
October 26, 1853, while accompanying 
Lieutenant Gunnison on the Pacific 
Railroad survey. 

Edward M. Kern, 1823-1863, 
a member of Fremont's Third 

and Fourth expeditions. 

Benjamin J. Kern, 
1818-1849, was a member 
of Fremont's Fourth 
expedition. He was 
murdered by Indians when 
he and the scout 
Bill Williams returned to 
the mountains to recover 
supplies cached by the 
expedition. 
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LIBRARY, SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA 



In spite of topographic artists like the 
Kerns, the image of the West was to remain 
a Romantic one almost into our own day. 
It was a garden in its valley, with gossamer 
clouds on its sharp peaks. No desert existed 
which given water would not bloom! 

THE KERN BROTHERS AND 
THE IMAGE OF THE WEST 

By Robert V. Hine * 

Forty-two artists applied for the job; the wonder was there were not 
more. John Charles Fremont by vividly reporting his first two western 
expeditions had kindled immense general excitement about his third, 
and in 1845 the artists appeared particularly susceptible to the call. 
From this horde of eager artistic aspirants Fremont chose a lanky 
Philadelphia art teacher, Edward Meyer Kern, known as Ned. Kern 
was a personable young man, full of humor, loving a joke and a good 
bottle. He idolized Fremont, and within him flamed a passionate 
curiosity about the American West, based, however, on a very hazy 
picture of what it was really like. 

For most men the land beyond the Ohio and the Mississippi was 
pure fancy. The unimaginative simply read Ohio rivers or Mohawk 
Indians into the blank spaces, but the imaginative had used the prose 
of Lewis and Clark and Zebulon Pike "to create a multiform and fan
tastic West." 

George Catlin and Charles Bodmer helped correct and sharpen the 
image in the 1830's. Their drawings proved that Mandans hardly 

* Dr. Hine is on the staff of the Division of Humanities, University of California, 
Riverside. The above piece grew out of a paper presented at the meetings of the American 
Historical Association, Pacific Coast Branch, in Salt Lake City, September, 1959. 
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looked like Mohawks and diat the landscapes along the Missouri were 
as much like the banks of the Ohio as chalk like cheese. Following 
them in the 1840's the headstrong, intense, soft-spoken lieutenant of 
the Topographical Corps, John Fremont, would four times ride west 
from the Mississippi. On each trip he included an artist to record the 
scene and to adorn his reports. The controversies that later swirled 
around Fremont — in the conquest of California, in the campaign for 
President, in the contretemps with Lincoln — obscured the fact that his 
finest contributions lay in further shaping the early picture of the West. 

In this work one of his chief aides was to be Edward Kern, who, 
however, in 1845 was the greenest of greenhorns. James Fenimore 
Cooper would have described him as a "single gentleman under the 
influence of the winds." So now on a cold and drizzling June day he 
rode through the tumultuous town of Westport, Missouri, and on to 
the prairies to join Fremont's outfitting camp. There, amid dinner pots 
slung over fires, loud talk, and after-meal songs, he took out his sketch 
pad and became the camera of the expedition, henceforth catching 
candid views of the men, the camps, the saddling and catching up, the 
flora and fauna and geology of the route. His first sketches included 
the local Indians, such as the missionized Shawnees nearby. He wrote 
his brother that the Indians did not resemble in the least the drawings 
seen in Philadelphia. "The women are up and down like a plank board, 
no grace, no poetry. It wants a good deal of imagination to make diem 
like [John G.] Chapman paints them." Ned was already discarding 
some fanciful ideas. 

He was adding many another. Walking over the prairie one day, 
he picked up some ribbed mussel shells, reminders of ancient seas. He 
became most curious about the flowers, took a closer look at the un
familiar ones, and probably pressed a few for future study. For a scien
tific friend back home he was on the lookout for a buffalo skin widi the 
skull still in it, most likely to be used for anatomical comparisons. So 
in these first days he was already engaged by what would be the two 
masters of his life for the next fifteen years, art and science. 

For seven months they tramped, mapped, and collected, to Bent's 
Fort, over the Rockies to Salt Lake, skirting the ridges of the Great 
Basin, and over the Sierra. The sweet streams of one day would be 
followed by alkali or salt another. Their Christmas was on a wild east
ern slope of the Sierra with a yule log of yucca, and their New Year's 
feast was of acorns, a "swinish food" as Ned called it. They suffered 
Indian attacks, mosquitoes, fleas, greasy beards, and emerging ribs. 
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But Ned also carried a growing pile of charts and sketches: Erodium 
Cicutarium, Fremontia vermicularis, Platanus occidentalis, and water 
colors which caught "the bold outlines of the mountains grown with 
lofty pines and groves of aspen, dimmed slightly by the morning mists." 

California during the conquest in 1846 and 1847 was unfortunately 
not the place of concentrated attention on art and science. Fremont's 
party became a part of the regular army, and Ned Kern, now a first 
lieutenant, was placed in charge of Fort Sutter, the manorial estate of 
the pompous gentleman from Switzerland. While there Ned recruited 
men and horses; he organized relief for the Donner party trapped in 
the Sierra; but, more important for his future, he was forced into fre
quent contacts with Hokan and Penutian Indian groups of the Sac
ramento Valley. 

One of his basic tasks was to protect the settlers from the Indians' 
hostile forays, but whenever Ned led the small garrison from the fort 
to punish what he called the "naked Diggers," he carried his pencils 
with him and brought back sketches of the natives, including buxom 
women, unclothed except for light grass skirts, gathering, cleaning, or 
carrying grass seed. Some years later in 1853 Henry Rowe Schoolcraft 
asked Ned about California Indian customs, and he responded with 
three handsome drawings of natives preparing food. In an accompany
ing article he added some appreciative remarks on their crafts: "In 
the manufacture of their baskets and socks, they display much neat
ness and taste, particularly in those covered with feathers, generally, 
from the summer duck, and scalps of the redheaded woodpecker. . . ." 
But the punitive nature of the marches had left another impression, for 
he also said, "Treachery and theft, as with all Indians, form part of 
their creed." 

On Kern's return to Philadelphia in early 1847 he was a center of 
considerable interest, especially among scientists. Two of his older 
brothers, Benjamin, a physician, and Richard, an artist like himself 
who had recently been accepting commissions for anatomical and botan
ical drawing, had frequent contacts with important local scientists like 
Joseph Leidy and Joseph Carson. Ned, through these introductions 
and his own new empirical knowledge, became part of a scientific cir
cle, and within the year all three Kern brothers were elected to member
ship in the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences. 

Ned's active progress, however, as artist and scientist was not again 
resumed until the year after his return to Philadelphia, when in 1848 
he joined Fremont again. The outfitting camp outside Westport was 



354 UTAH H I S T O R I C A L Q U A R T E R L Y 

considerably different. It was fall, October, with goldenrod on the 
prairies rather than spiderwort. The cottonwood leaves were turning 
and the prairie wind bore a chill. This time the party numbered Ned's 
brothers, Richard and Benjamin, as well as himself and some thirty 
others. They were heading in winter for the wild peaks and sharp 
ridges of what is now southwestern Colorado to prove a feasible route 
for a railroad. 

"Everything went off well with the exception of some packs on 
wild mules and they went off too." So Dick pictured the beginning 
of the rhythm of shivering predawn breakfasts, straying animals, 
gumbo mud, and night fires. The unmanageable packs bulged with 
surveying instruments, cans and kegs and presses for collecting, and 
alcohol mixed with tartar emetic to prevent its preserving men rather 
than specimens. 

Ned, compared to his brothers, was now calloused, inured, enjoy
ing the taste of prickly pear, even beginning to think like a mountain 
man: "Godey today killed two [buffalo] cows, and we had a glorious 
mess of guts. . . ." He continued to sketch enthusiastically — the front 
face of a bull, daily camps, the Kiowas and Arapahoes passing along the 
Arkansas — and at night he and Dick would draw by the firelight, their 
tears from the wood smoke watering the colors. 

As befitting members of the Pennsylvania Academy, the scientific 
senses of all diree brothers were alert on a wide front. They could 
make their friend Joseph Leidy happy with word of any new variety of 
lizard or mouse; Joseph Carson would be pleased to hear of any un-
catalogued plants, especially those believed by the Indians to have 
medicinal properties; Samuel Morton was anxious to get some Indian 
skulls for comparative purposes. All of the Kerns filled dieir journals 
with scientific descriptions of clouds, flowers, and animals. 

Already on November 3 they ran into driving snow, and when 
they reached the Arkansas River the current bore chunks of ice. It 
was only the beginning of an exceptional winter and a tragic story. The 
small group of thirty-three men which entered die deep, storm-racked 
canyons of the Rockies emerged at the New Mexican settlement two 
months later like stunned souls before judgment. A third of them were 
left in the snow, dead. The others had survived starvation and cold only 
after an agonizing tour through the environs of death. 

The tragedy, unfortunately, was not finished. Benjamin was to 
die in a grievous sequel. He and Old Bill Williams, the guide, headed 
back into the snow-packed mountains to retrieve the cache of supplies 
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and belongings which was their only hope of soon getting home. They 
found the possessions — clothes, surgical instruments, medicines, draw
ing equipment, sketches, bird and plant collections, perhaps even a little 
money —but on the return trip twelve Ute Indians attacked and 
murdered them, scattering the packs. 

Ned and Dick were left penniless and stranded. "The clothes we 
have on our back is all we have saved." But fortunately their skills 
proved much in demand in New Mexico. The army was engaged in 
the herculean task of mapping the whole province newly acquired from 
Mexico. When Lieutenant James H. Simpson, Topographical Corps, 
arrived in Santa Fe with reconnaissance orders, he could thank his 
guardian angel at finding on the scene two trained artists and topog
raphers to help him. He hired the Kerns immediately. Their first 
task with Simpson was to map uncharted Navajo country on a punitive 
march with the army. It was a rich opportunity to observe Indians in 
undisturbed native haunts. How many men did they know at the acad
emy in Philadelphia who would have given an arm to be thus contact
ing Pueblos and Navajos! Moreover, the Kerns would measure a few 
more skulls for Morton; snare some strange lizards for Leidy; and cap
ture for their own delight any number of bright birds from a terra 
incognita. 

During 1850 one topographic job led to another, ascertaining sites 
for army posts, reconnoitering for dependable supplies of water, wood, 
and forage grass. The Kerns were hired by each successive officer of the 
Topographical Corps in New Mexico: Lieutenant James Simpson, 
Lieutenant John Parke, and Lieutenant John Pope. Finally, in the sum
mer of 1851 they each took surveying jobs which ushered them out of 
New Mexico on the long trail home. For Dick it was a westward 
assignment with Lieutenant Lorenzo Sitgreaves and Lieutenant John 
Parke to survey the Zuni and Colorado rivers. For Ned it was north 
and east, blazing an improved route between New Mexico and Fort 
Leavenworth. 

Thus, although the Fremont fourth expedition was a bitter episode, 
it forced them into experiences which broadly expanded their knowl
edge of the West and gave them an opportunity to carry the image they 
were creating to a wider audience. In James Simpson's report on his 
trip from Fort Smith to Santa Fe, two Kern lithographs appear, one a 
scientific study of a fish with legs (what strange monsters will these 
western lands reveal?); the other, one of the earliest views of Santa 
Fe. Simpson's account of the Navajo expedition was studded with 
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both black and white and colored Kern lithographs. There were Pueblo 
Indians in ceremonial and in everyday simple dress, in individual pro
file or in group religious rites; there were reconstructions of pueblo 
ruins, pottery patterns, and rock inscriptions; and there were views of 
precipitous passes in the Tunecha Mountains and the barren deserts 
around Chaco Canyon. To Lorenzo Sitgreaves' record of the Zuiii and 
Colorado River expedition, Dick added numerous sketches of Zurii 
weavers and blacksmiths, views of the Colorado, and sagebrush rolling 
into infinity. 

Home again, the Kerns were courted by the artistic and scientific 
worlds. Dick wrote that fellow artists looked at him "with veneration 
because I've seen such places." He and Edward were in demand as 
authorities on Indians, western flora and fauna, they were sought to 
discuss routes for a transcontinental railroad, and their packs of birds 
and insects and bones bolstered die collections in the glass cases of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences, while their stories must have livened 
many a session in its library and halls. 

Dick's interest in the transcontinental railroad route caused Ned 
facetiously to call him the "Chief of Roads." There was truth in the 
joke, and even the United States Congress heard Dick's opinions 
quoted. Captain John Gunnison chose him as artist for the railroad 
survey over the thirty-eighth parallel. For Gunnison he drew some 
splendid scenes of the Cochetopa Pass and the Sangre de Cristos which 
appeared with others in the second volume of the Pacific Railroad 
Reports, but they were his last contribution to an image of the West. 
In the Sevier Valley with Captain Gunnison and six others he was 
murdered by Ute Indians. And how near to the bones of Ben! 

Edward's days with the West were also closed. Hereafter his talents 
were expended for the navy in the far Pacific. His return from Japan 
in 1860 was followed by a short service in the Civil War after which 
he died in Philadelphia in 1863. 

The Kerns had flourished in an age of artistic Romanticism. 
Thomas Cole and Thomas Doughty, Thomas Birch and Jasper Cropsey 
— these were among the Romantic painters whose works the Kerns 
absorbed during their youth. Well they knew the Hudson River school 
of landscape with its moody evocations, and the wind from the Ameri
can West (was it Shelley's wild west wind?) blew in the same intel
lectual direction. A later group of Romantics, like Albert Bierstadt, 
substituted the Rocky Mountains for the Hudson River; the scene 
changed but not the technique and the moods. The West was attractive 
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to Romantics, for one reason, because it was still little enough known 
to be subject to legend. The trans-Mississippi West, like the fountains 
of Bimini or the pearls of Calafia, was still the stuff of dreams. In the 
Kerns' day the myth of the Great American Desert was being sup
planted by the myth of the Garden of the West, while the myth of the 
Noble Savage continued its traditional clash with the myth of the 
Villainous Indian. But all were myths and all were Romantic; they 
were emotions and wishful thinking, not rational judgments of fact. 

To what extent did the Kerns as topographic artists Romanticize 
their image of this West ? 

In this connection the important thing to remember about men 
like the Kerns is that their purposes were scientific and reportorial. 
Simpson or Sitgreaves or Gunnison, who hired them, did so because, as 
Fremont said, they could "hold those lovely views in all their delicate 
coloring," that is, report the scene exactly as it was seen. It is interest
ing to note that Eugene Delacroix, the French painter, was employed 
about the same time to illustrate for a diplomatic mission to Algiers. 
His resulting "documents," however, were highly Romantic, imaginative 
interpretations of an exotic land. The Kerns, even if they had had the 
skill of Delacroix, had none of his inclination to interpret Romantically. 

They themselves held few illusions about the West. They were 
intensely curious, but their natural reactions tended to be skeptical with 
a liberal laugh for the overblown. Nothing in any of their writings 
remotely approaches Catlin's description of Indians "whose daily feats 
with their naked limbs, might vie with those of the Grecian youths 
in the beautiful rivalry of the Olympian games." On the contrary, the 
Kerns not only, as we have seen, depicted some Indian women as "up 
and down like a plank board," but found whole tribes, like the Mojaves, 
ugly, dirty, and villainous. They did evaluate Cheyenne art work or 
Pomo crafts with real appreciation, but never did they see the West in 
terms of idealized Indians surrounded by an exotic land. 

Yet judging from the lithographs taken from Kern sketches, the 
brothers seem frequently to stylize and exaggerate for effect, rather like 
F. W. Egloffstein who followed them into the Southwest. Dick's tall, 
balloon-like version of the cliffs above Casa Blanca in Canyon de Chelly 
are as fantastic as were Egloffstein's engravings of brooding Grand Can
yon spires. This, as Wallace Stegner has said, was not falsification; it 
was what the Romantic vision actually saw. Nevertheless, it was not 
realism, and the Kerns might seem, therefore, to have succumbed to 
Romantic influences. 



Note the changes in perspective of the sketch by Richard Kern of a kwa at 
the Jemez Pueblo. From the first sketch to the final engraving as redrawn 
by Seth Eastman for Schoolcraft, the room has become longer and wider 
with human figures and patterned pottery quite unlike the original. 
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Laguna Pueblo as it was first sketched by one of the Kerns. 

The same view as it appeared in Schoolcraft after the lithographers had 
superimposed their own ideas upon the work °f {^e artist. 



A Zuni woman as lithographed in the 
Sitgreaves report. In the original Kern 
sketch the woman's headdress covers 
half of her face, she carries two rather 
than five feathers, and the garment has 
no decorations whatever. 

Edward Kern's water color of Sacra
mento Valley natives. Basketry patterns 
were carefully reproduced. 

DRAWING COURTESY PEABODY MUSEUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

But not necessarily so. One 
of the curious things about die 
Kerns' work is that few of these 
exaggerations are present in the 
original sketches and drawings; 
they appear rather in the subse
q u e n t l i thographs and engrav
ings. The transition here from 
sketch to lithograph is important. 
Few artists made their own litho
graphic stones. In most cases an 
eastern firm like Duvals of Phila
delphia or Sarony of New York 
would etch the slate, presumably 
in the process fol lowing the 
sketches as closely as possible. The 
1840's and the 1850's were the 
golden age of lithography, and 
each lithographic house catered to 
a wide public. This meant, for one 
th ing , tha t the l i thographers 
tended to develop their own in
dividual styles which became al
most unconsciously superimposed 
on the work of the artists. It also 
meant that when certain details 
had to be supplied to a sketchy 
drawing, the lithographer was apt 
to depict his own concepts or 
those which he felt would please 
his audience. Thus when Acker-
man in N e w York rendered 
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Dick's sketch of a New Mexico blacksmith shop, he completely changed 
the perspective, vastly enlarged the room, and clothed the Indians like 
European medieval artisans. 

The Kerns, as scientists might be expected to do, drew the West as 
they saw it, not through the mist of Romanticism. But those who ren
dered their drawings into published form were not above revision into 
a mold more readily understood. It is but another example of history 
written in the likeness of its final recorder, who sees — and probably 
has no choice but to see — only those things which he already knows. 

Even more important, it was the prints not the original drawings 
which were most responsible for molding the image in the popular 
mind. For every one original painting, there were lithographs, sold 
for a quarter or less, hawked through the streets from carts by the 
thousands. More thousands were studied in the government reports 
of Fremont, of Simpson, of Sitgreaves, or of Gunnison. 

So, almost in spite of topographic artists like the Kerns, the image 
of the West was to remain a Romantic one for a long time, at least until 
John Wesley Powell, if not into our own day. It was a garden in its 
valleys, with gossamer clouds on its sharp peaks. No desert existed 
which given water would not bloom; no denuded hill, which did not 
conceal some color and mystery. The Kerns did not see it that way; 
they were more scientific in their orientation. But their voice might as 
well have been raised to stop that wild West wind from trumpeting its 
prophecy. 



Charles Bent was a Missouri trader of 
great influence in Territorial 
New Mexico. 

Archbishop fohn Lamy represents the 
Catholic church and Spanish influence 

in early New Mexico politics. 

General Stephen Watts Kearny and 
the United States Army played a vital 
role in the Americanization of 
the territory. 

Governor fames S. Calhoun realized 
the cultural differences between 

Spanish-Mexican and American citizens 
and tried to co-operate with 

the church and the conservatives. 
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New Mexico with its preponderantly Span
ish-Mexican population and Utah with its 
Mormon society highlight the general dif
ficulties of the old American territorial 
system in a semiarid environment. 

P O L I T I C A L PATTERNS IN NEW 
MEXICO AND UTAH TERRITORIES 

1 8 5 0 - 1 9 0 0 

By Howard R. Lamar 

What happens to a region politically when a governing system de
signed for a wooded, well-watered farming country is superimposed on 
the semiarid, mountainous, ranching and mining communities of the 
Rocky Mountain West? What institutional adjustments occur — if 
any — when an aggressive Anglo-Saxon society, full of "Manifest Des
tiny" ideas suddenly finds itself a minority in Spanish-Mexican New 
Mexico or in Mormon Utah? How did the old ingrained assumptions 
about the necessity of a two-party political system, trial by jury, separa
tion of church and state, and the maintenance of a public school, fare 
when they ran into societies without these beliefs? In the answers to 
these basic questions lie much of the significant history of the terri
tories of New Mexico and Utah between 1850 and 1900. 

Curiously, in the scores of books on the trans-Mississippi West 
these topics have seldom been the main theme of narrative. The case 
is, rather, that we have stressed the explorative, social, and economic 
history before tackling the political story. Clarence Carter can justly 

* Dr. Lamar is associate professor of history, Yale University. He is presently com
pleting research on the territorial periods of New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Arizona. 
Two of his publications are Dakota Territory, A Study of Frontier Politics (New Haven, 
1956), and The Cruise of the Portsmouth, 1845-47 (New Haven, 1958). 
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lament that territorial history is the "Dark Age in American Histori
ography." 1 One is somewhat chagrined to find 437 published books 
and items on Billy the Kid and not a single satisfactory biography 
of even one of the eighteen governors of territorial New Mexico.2 And 
the names of the majority of the governors of Utah are mentioned only 
by H. H. Bancroft in works published over seventy years ago. Yet the 
so-called Lincoln County War was fashioned in large part by the pe
culiar conditions of American territorial government, and the partisan 
activities of local federal officers. Similarly, the strategy of the famous 
antipolygamy fight in Utah was determined by the fact that Utah was 
a federal possession and not a state. 

Obviously the questions posed above cannot be answered in an 
article; nevertheless, some of the significant political patterns which 
developed in the period of territorial apprenticeship of New Mexico 
and Utah can be described. While these two may appear to be extremes 
in territories — the one with its preponderantly Spanish-Mexican popu
lation and the other with its Mormon society — they highlight the 
general difficulties of the old American territorial system experienced in 
a semiarid environment and the peculiar institutional compromises 
which resulted. 

New Mexico, at the time of conquest and in 1850 when it became 
a territory, fitted none of the assumptions of the Ordinance of 1787. 
By frontier standards it already had a large population of whites (60,-
000), a permanent Indian barrier (90,000), no public lands, no land 
suitable for an American farming population, less than a thousand 
American citizens and no such basic American institutions as common 
law, a jury system, or public schools.3 What then was the motive for 
taking such a region? In the answer to that question many of the 
political patterns which operated in New Mexico from 1846 to 1870 
become apparent. 

General Kearny's occupation of New Mexico has always been re
garded as a necessary preamble to the more important conquest of 
California, and this appears, in part, to be the case. But if one looks at 
New Mexico in 1846 without the perspective of the future California 
gold rush, we see — or rather Missourians saw — a vast trade market, 

"Clarence E. Carter, "The Territorial Papers of the United States: A Review and 
Commentary," The Mississippi Valley Historical Review. XLII (1956), 521-22. 

3 J. C. Dykes, Billy the Kid, The Bibliography of a Legend (Albuquerque, 1952). 
JFor general conditions in New Mexico with which the American had to deal, see 

John W. Caughey, "Early Federal Relations with New Mexico." (Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, University of California, 1926). 



COURTESY NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Ox train arriving in Santa Fe ca. 1868. View of San Francisco Street look
ing toward old parroquia, Plaza on left. 

for by 1842 nearly a million dollars a year in goods flowed down the 
Santa Fe Trail into New Mexico. If one might add a dangling corollary 
to Professor Norman Graebner's thesis about the commercial desire 
for west coast ports as a factor in the Mexican War, it would be that 
there was an articulate desire for New Mexico itself that was not so 
explicable in terms of land hunger or Manifest Destiny as in terms of 
trade.4 It was a conquest of Missouri merchants with little thought of 
extending the glories of free government or of Americanizing this 
region. This seems to have been the view of the Polk administration, 
of Thomas Hart Benton — though he urged the New Mexicans to form 
a state on popular sovereignty principles — and of the men in Kearny's 
battalion. As one of the soldiers wrote: the 1500 volunteers were or
ganized to "protect the property of the Santa Fe traders and to take 
Santa Fe." 5 Benton himself explained: "Our first care in this sudden 

4 Norman A. Graebner, Empire on the Pacific (New York, 1955). 
"George R. Gibson, "Journal of a Soldier Under Kearny and Doniphan, 1846-1847," 

in Ralph Bieber, ed., The Southwestern History Series (Glendale, California, 1935), III, 24. 
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change in our relations [with Mexico] was to try and take care of our 
Santa Fe trade." 6 

It is not often appreciated just how successful Polk, Benton, and 
Kearny were. They accomplished a bloodless conquest — as Larkin had 
hoped to do in California — not through armed might so much as 
through mercantile influence. Prominent traders, such as James Mag
offin, Dr. Henry Connelly, Ceran St. Vrain, Charles Beaubien, and 
Charles Bent, each of whom had married into influential Mexican 
families, proved to be Kearny's most powerful weapons.7 

These two forces — the American merchant-trader and the military 
— were to dominate New Mexico from 1846 to 1870. When Kearny 
established his first civil government and moved on to California, he 
appointed the Taos trader, Charles Bent, as governer, and as the three 
Supreme Court judges, Joab Houghton, Carlos Beaubien, and Antonio 
Jose Otero. Each of these was a merchant no one of whom was trained 
in the law.8 In a short time, this rule of merchants, Missourians, and 
the military found expression in the election of the first territorial 
delegate, William S. Messervy, a wealthy businessman who owned one 
of the largest trading houses in the Southwest.9 The second and third 
delegate elections were fights between Benton Democrats and Missouri 
Whigs, with the military taking sides or putting up their own candidate. 
This pattern of a merchant-trader and military territorial government 
continued into the Civil War when Dr. Henry Connelly, now governor, 
organized the territory to resist the Confederate invader.10 

'Ibid., 26-27. 
1 See the biographies of Charles Bent, Kit Carson, Carlos Beaubien, Ceran St. Vrain, 

Henry Connelly and James Magoffin in the Dictionary of American Biography (hereafter 
cited as DAB) for summaries of their role in the conquest and for reference to the native 
families into which they married. 

8 An observer wrote of Kearny's judges: ". . . all the Judges of the Superior Court 
do not possess the legal knowledge of a justice of the peace in St. Louis. . . ." Lieutenant 
Kribben, quoted in Gibson, "Journal of a Soldier," 242. 

° Ralph E. Twitchell, The Leading Facts of New Mexican History (2 vols., Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, 1912), II, 295n. 

10 Dean William J. Parish of the University of New Mexico has found that the 
merchant not only had political power in New Mexico in these first years, but worked a 
commercial revolution there as well by establishing for the first time permanent trading 
houses. Since freight rates were exorbitant and the country was poor, the individual 
businessman with one specialty could not survive. This was particularly true of the banker. 
Instead, the individual merchant served in so many commercial capacities that his was, by 
default, a monopoly position. Moreover, his customers included the army and the Indian 
Bureau as well as the general population, so that he held a peculiar semiofficial position 
not unlike that of an Augsberg banker in the Middle Ages. Parish, "The German Jew 
and the Commercial Revolution in Territorial New Mexico," New Mexico Quarterly, 
XXIX (Autumn, 1959), 307-32. 
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This is not to say that the Americans in New Mexico co-operated in 
their economic and political efforts. Born in a two party system, among 
themselves they practiced what one might call a "politics of disunity." 
One faction believed in co-operating with the native Spanish-speaking 
population, and troubled to learn the language and shared political 
office with them. The first civil governor, James S. Calhoun, and Dele
gate Richard Weightman were notable examples of this faction. An
other group — usually allied with the army — had a contempt for the 
region and its people which led them to assume that while it could 
never be Americanized, it must be ruled by Americans. No one rep
resented this view better than Colonel Edwin Vose Sumner who was 
virtually the dictator of New Mexico in the early 1850's. He declared 
the region to be a useless burden existing solely on government subsidy, 
whose civil government could not be maintained without aid of a 
military force, and whose native population was incapable of self-gov
ernment.11 Professor Burl Noggle in tracing the early rise of a stereo
type image of the Southwest has recently pointed out that for twenty-five 
years nearly every observer and visitor to New Mexico felt that it would 
remain unchanged, and in less damning tones agreed with Sumner.12 

This meant that for a quarter century the pattern of territorial 
politics was one of colonial rule by the conquering minority, alternating 
between the benevolent and the harsh, its policies rent by factions over 
Indian policy, civil versus military rule, patronage and trade. William 
Keleher's title: Turmoil in New Mexico, summarizes well the politics 
as well as the Indian troubles of this first period.13 American party 
names were used, and each faction had its defenders in Congress, but 
Republican and Democrat, proslave and abolitionist, conservative and 
liberal, were phrases which had no real meaning there. 

Such a picture of New Mexican political patterns would not be 
complete without some understanding of the role the native Spanish-
American played in territorial politics. The explanation that he was 
passive is only partly true; and even in his bitterest strictures Colonel 
Sumner admitted that there were enough "educated gentlemen" of 
native birth to fill the necessary ruling positions.14 Observers have 

11 Congressional Globe, 32nd Cong., 2d sess. (January 10, 1853), Appendix, 104. 
12 Burl Noggle, "Anglo Observers of the Southwest Borderlands, 1825-1890: The 

Rise of a Concept," Arizona and the West, I (Summer, 1959), 105-31; see especially 
118-20. 

"William A. Keleher, Turmoil in New Mexico, 1846-1868 (Santa Fe, 1952). 
14 Congressional Globe, 32nd Cong., 2d sess., Appendix, 104. 
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estimated that this elite group of "gentlemen" numbered about five 
hundred landowners, native merchants, and ranchers.15 What existed 
in New Mexico were about a thousand Americans dealing with about 
five hundred hereditary leaders or patrons. Like the Americans, how
ever, the patrons were divided into warring cliques and also practiced 
a politics of disunity. A conservative clique existed, for example, who 
wished to preserve the old status quo of an unchanging society domi
nated by a few families allied with the Catholic church.16 This faction 
instigated the Taos Rebellion of 1847, and after that failed, reappeared 
as Benton or Jeffersonian Democrats ironically demanding statehood 
— and therefore "home-rule" — as late as the 1870's. Operating within 
the framework of the territorial system, their primary aim was to 
minimize the impact of American rule and culture. 

A second group was clearly pro-American. Yet their sincere co
operation contained certain reservations. They were willing to engage 
in economic and political alliance but not cultural surrender. To this 
segment belonged J. Francisco Chavez's father who, five years before 
American conquest, sent his son off to St. Louis with the warning: "The 
heretics are going to overrun all this country. Go learn their language 
and come back prepared to defend your people." " Chavez must have 
taken his father's admonition seriously, for he served as territorial dele
gate for six years, as president of the territorial assembly for eight terms, 
and as leader, for more than thirty years, of a powerful family party 
consisting of hundreds of cousins from the Chavez and Perea clans.18 

This pro-American group tended to be liberal in church matters, joined 
in the land speculation schemes, agitated for railroads, and promoted 
improvements, but when it came to a showdown about the Ameri
canization of New Mexican institutions and culture, they usually joined 
their conservative brethren.19 

Since a single family had by generations of intermarriage in a 
locality hundreds of relatives, that family could, through the mere co
operation of relatives, actually determine an election. As one irate 

15 Loomis Morton Ganaway, New Mexico and the Sectional Controversy, 1846-1861 
(Albuquerque, 1944), 3. 

10 In this group could be found the influential Pino, Delgado, Ortiz, Martinez and 
Archuleta families. 

"Quoted in Marion Dargan, "New Mexico's Fight for Statehood, 1895-1912," New 
Mexico Historical Review, XIV (January, 1939), 181. 

"Keleher , op. cit., 480-81. 

"Miguel A. Otero, My Life on the Frontier, 1864-1882 (New York, 1935), 282, 
describes the Oteros, the Chavezes, and the Armijos as "all for the American Party as 
against the Mexican Party." 
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American commented: "no democracy exists here, only familyocracy." 20 

While much more violent and rough, native New Mexican politics must 
have borne some resemblance to those of Virginia in the late colonial 
period when it is said that twelve families ruled that colony. In New 
Mexico such a privileged minority of patrons was peculiarly fitted to 
understand the mercantile view of government of the Missouri mer
chants and the rule of the army as well. 

The final complicating factor in early New Mexican politics was 
the presence of the remarkable Archbishop John Lamy. By using 
methods somewhat less gentle than those pictured in Willa Cather's 
Death Comes to the Archbishop, Lamy set out in the 1850's to reform 
the local church of corruption and low standards. His removal of four 
able but rather unorthodox and provincial fathers from their church 
duties unwittingly provided the conservative New Mexicans with polit
ical leaders of unusual talents. All of them were eventually elected to 
the territorial assembly, and one of them, Padre Jose Manuel Gallegos, 
served as delegate to Congress. The foremost of the group, however, 
was the remarkable Padre Martinez, of Taos, who not only served as 
a leader in the assembly but trained no less than four future territorial 
delegates and a dozen other political leaders.21 The politics of faction 
had split the church in New Mexico so that church was part and parcel 
of local politics. This complex disunity curiously enough probably 
had a beneficial side, for it meant there was never to be one nationality 
united against another or church against state. 

In the conflict between two cultures, two religions, and two sets 
of leaders, the Americans were in the minority, so that they could not 
effect "Americanization" through sheer numbers as they had in Loui
siana, Florida, and California. But what has been mistaken for chaos in 
New Mexico during these early years — and with Indian warfare and 
the Confederate invasion it must be admitted that there was a great deal 
of confusion and violence — was for the most part a complicated politics 

20 In a furious diatribe against the political power of the Chavez family, the Santa 
Fe Weekly Gazette on September 11, 1869, lamented that "United as it has been, as it is, 
and as it will be in the future, it is a great element in our elections; and as long as others 
are willing to pander to its pride and prejudices for the mere sake of being on the strong 
side it will hold the balance of power in the territory, furnish our delegates, control our 
legislation, check our progress, clog our prosperity, and retain New Mexico where she is, 
the tag of all the Territories of the Union." 

21 A provocative and intelligent new interpretation of Padre Martinez is to be found 
in E. K. Francis, "Padre Martinez: A New Mexican Myth," New Mexico Historical 
Review, XXXI (1956) , 265 ff. For the life of a "typical" trainee in Martinez's school see 
the obituary of Pedro Valdez in the New Mexican Review, December 3, 1884. 
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of disunity and passive resistance which would have fascinated a Gen
eral Wilkinson or an Aaron Burr. 

The complexities of New Mexican politics are well illustrated by a 
glance at the workings of three parts of the territorial system: the dele
gate, the assembly, and local government. 

The office of delegate alternated until 1872 between the major 
American and native political factions described earlier. The delegate's 
importance also varied greatly with each individual. Despite American 
domination in the early territorial period, only one of the nine delegates 
in the first twenty-five years was elected from the ranks of the New 
Mexico federal appointees.22 

The assembly in New Mexico was similar to that of other territories 
in that it was the open cockpit for local factions. Made up of the 
political-minded members of the leading Spanish-American families, 
with a sprinkling of shrewd American merchants and lawyers, it usually 
tried to preserve the status quo. Here year in and year out sat a Pino, 
a Luna, a Perea, a Baca, an Otero, a Chavez and an Ortiz y Salazar.23 

Sometimes son succeeded father. Never having paid taxes they showed 
a healthy reluctance to tax anyone but grog shops, gambling places, and 
American merchants. Quite used to peonage and Indian slavery they 
refused to end the two institutions until a federal law in 1867 forced 
them to do so. Seeing in a public school system a threat to religion, 
and the likelihood of taxation, they soundly defeated every workable 
proposal for schools until 1890.24 

It was in county and local government that the most curious min
gling of American forms and Spanish-Mexican practices occurred. If 
j ust one example might be cited: in an effort to establish a county gov
ernment the Americans created what was first called a "prefectship" but 
which rapidly evolved into the office of judge of probate. By default 
this office, usually held by a patron, soon controlled elections, land dis
putes, crimes, and many duties reserved to the federal district courts, 

23 John S. Watts, who had served as associate justice of the Territorial Supreme Court, 
was elected delegate during the confused period of Confederate invasion, 1861-63. 

25 See Benjamin M. Read, Illustrated History of New Mexico (Santa Fe, 1912), 610-
11, for a list of the members of the territorial assemblies. 

24 For examples of the above policies, see Laws of the Territory of New Mexico (Santa 
Fe, 1846), 99, 102; Message of His Excellency James S. Calhoun to the First Territorial 
Legislature, 1851 (Santa Fe, 1851); Message of W.H.H. Davis, Acting Governor of the 
Territory of New Mexico, 1855 (Santa Fe, 1855). Complained the Santa Fe Weekly 
Gazette, February 27, 1869: "They don't want schools; they don't want roads, they don't 
want taxes, they don't want manufactures, they don't want, in short, the means of civili
zation to which all enlightened people resort in this part of the nineteenth century for 
the promotion of their material prosperity." 
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besides its regular estate and probate duties. Two other offices: those 
of sheriff and assessor, were added to the county system. Soon the 
holders of these positions had read into them a host of powers which 
made them almost autocratic in nature. And since the control of a 
judgeship meant control of election machinery for delegate, assembly, 
and local elections, it was no wonder that it was the most sought after 
of all local political positions. It usually went to a Spanish-American.25 

The very democracy implied within the three parts of the territorial 
system just discussed allowed for a preservation of the status quo in 
New Mexico, a status quo which was itself far from democratic. 

The presence of warring Indians, the Texan Civil War invasion, 
and the United States Army kept all these contending political forces 
in an unstable position until the return of relatively peaceful conditions 
in 1869. When Grant's peace policy gave Indian affairs back to the 
Indian Bureau, and army rule ended, however, the second period of 
New Mexican political history began. By 1872 native and American 
leaders had worked out a modus vivendi in politics which was to operate 
with extraordinary success for the next twenty-five or thirty years. The 
new system was nothing less than government by an organization of 
lawyers, merchants and large landowners who had finally recognized 
that New Mexico's economy and politics could be profitably centered 
around the question of the territory's unsettled land grants. Known as 
the Santa Fe Ring, its members have been damned for their iniquities 
or grudgingly admired for their Machiavellian cleverness. The organ
ization has been called a land grant ring, a political ring, a railroad 
ring, and a businessman's and lawyer's ring. Actually it was all of these. 

The ring began as early as 1855 when a set of frontier lawyers con
gregating in New Mexico had realized diat a fortune lay in the legal 
process of quieting title to the disputed Spanish and New Mexican land 
grants. Or, if not that, in securing for themselves or clients control of 
these lands for the purpose of speculation. Soon there was a boom in 
acquiring titles, and Cngress was flooded with petitions for confirma
tion of the grants. The entire federal judiciary and legal profession of 
New Mexico not only became land experts but adept at the trick of 
stretching each claim on the basis of vague terminology in the grants 

25 Arie W. Poldevaart, Black-Robed Justice: A History of the Administration of 
Justice in New Mexico from the American Occupation in 1846 until Statehood in 1912 
(Santa Fe, 1948), 13-19; interview with Dr. Myra Jenkins, archivist of the New Mexico 
Historical Society, October, 1959. 
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themselves and in the Spanish and Mexican land laws.26 The first chief 
justice, Joab Houghton, could boast that he was handling no less than 
twelve major claims. Associate Justice John S. Watts was elected 
to Congress in 1861 on the promise that he would secure congressional 
confirmation of pending claims. Soon every New Mexican family with 
ancient claims was entranced by the promise that their holdings would 
be confirmed and enlarged if handled by American experts. In a 
society which at the time of conquest did not have a single native law
yer, it is easy to imagine what a peculiar advantage the American had 
over his client. Taking land in lieu of a money fee, the lawyers even
tually acquired 80 per cent of the land grant property. One of them, 
Thomas B. Catron, controlled 4,000,000 acres by 1890. This business 
proved so attractive that by 1887 Governor Edmund Ross estimated that 
one American in every ten in New Mexico was a lawyer.27 

Guided by a number of Santa Fe lawyers, the personnel of the ring 
shifted with the demands of the times, but the group always included a 
majority of the federal appointees, a few assembly leaders, a majority 
of the probate judges, some Indian agents, and the leading territorial 
newspaper.28 Here at last was an organization which could secure the 
co-operation of native and American leaders alike if only for eco
nomic reasons. 

The ring politicians first revealed their full powers in 1872 when 
they chose an attorney, Stephen Benton Elkins, as their candidate for 
delegate. Although he had been in New Mexico only a short time, 
Elkins was their ideal man. Possessed of an excellent education, im
pressive and able, he could boast also of many business connections in 
the Eastern financial world. Elkins understood the land business and 
its possibilities so well that while he was delegate he was also president 
of the newly formed Maxwell Land Grant Company and of the first 
National Bank in New Mexico.29 To the ring and to his constituents 
Elkins promised two things: statehood and confirmation of private 

26 A list of the attorneys for the New Mexico grants may be found in a manuscript 
index to "Private Land Claims" in the library of Thomas Benton Catron now housed in 
the Henry E. Huntington Library. Delegate Watts is listed as handling twenty-two land 
grant cases. 

2T Governor Edmund G. Ross to John O'Grady, March 26, 1887. Letter in the Ross 
Papers, New Mexico Historical Society, Santa Fe. 

28 William A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier (Santa Fe, 1945), 104n, lists the 
members of the "original" Santa Fe Ring. 

20 See Elkins in the DAB; Harold Hathaway Dunham, Government Handout: A 
Study in the Administration of Public Lands, 1875-1891 (New York, 1949), 215-17; 
the Las Cruces Borderer (August 16, 1873). 
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title to the now fantastic land grants. When Elkins' first term ended 
he was in Europe selling stock in the Maxwell holdings, but the ring 
secured his re-election by a majority vote of 4,000! In a territory where 
nearly every delegate election was so close that it was contested, this was 
an extraordinary show of power and temporary unanimity.30 

The history of the famous Maxwell Land Grant is just one facet of 
the ring's activities; they also played a shrewd back-room hand in the 
Lincoln County War ; and they successfully resisted eight years of 
reform attempts by the Cleveland administration to clean up New 
Mexico politics.31 

In the realm of politics the Santa Fe Ring was nominally Republi
can and naturally profited from the long period of Republican ascend
ancy in Washington. But as a safety measure every Republican lawyer 
in the organization had a Democratic partner. The ring further proved 
its flexibility by practicing what might be called evolutionary or phase 
capitalism, for in the 1880's it entered into every new territorial business 
which appeared. As Governor Edmund Ross, Cleveland's reform ap
pointee, indignantly explained it to a friend: 

From the Land Grant Ring grew others, as the opportunities for the 
speculation and plunder were developed. Cattle Rings, Public Land . . . 
Rings, Mining Rings, Treasury Rings, and rings of almost every description, 
grew up, till the affairs of the territory came to be run almost exclusively in 
the interest and for the benefit of combinations organized and headed by a 
few longheaded, ambitious, and unscrupulous Americans.32 

What prevented die ring from absolute economic and political 

control was the continued presence of factions, racial, economic and 

political within its ranks. In the mid-1880's, for example, the Republican 

leaders — who were extraordinarily difficult personalities — broke into 

two segments: the ring lawyers and businessmen versus the ranchers 

and miners. The fight became so bitter that a native New Mexican 

running on a Democratic ticket won the delegate election for the next 

ten years. The ring was to die slowly, however, as regular Democratic 

and Republican party organizations struggled to take its place, so that 

as late as 1912, the ring's oldest member, Thomas Benton Catron, was 

elected to the Senate by the first state legislature. 

30 See Elkins, in DAB. 
31 "The Gildersleeve, Springer, Joseph Combination." (Unpublished essay in the Ross 

Papers, New Mexico Historical Society, Santa Fe). 
32 Ross to O'Grady, March 26, 1887, in Ross Papers. 
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In an era of Grantism and railroad control of state legislatures, it 
might be argued that the Santa Fe Ring was just a frontier echo of the 
national political mores. But this ring was in operation fully fifteen 
years before the railroad came to New Mexico. Although it perpetu
ated many injustices, it was also a means of ruling a region whose 
culture, population, land system, and political needs did not fit into 
the assumptions of the territorial system. Further, its members devel
oped a successful technique of exploiting an area of limited economic 
means. The Santa Fe politician had something in common with the 
colonial Virginia officials who turned from tobacco to western land 
speculation for a better livelihood, or they would have understood the 
politics of the Yazoo Land Company. The ring, then, was an atavistic 
combination of preindustrial speculators operating in an industrial age 
of railroads and trusts. But they understood their own age's business 
methods, too. In them was blended the practice of two centuries of 
American frontier capitalism. Succeeding where the territorial system 
could not, the ring was of great political and economic significance as 
a working frontier institution. It is a tribute to its political ability that 
towards the end of its power two-thirds of the native population were 
enrolled in the Republican party. 

By 1900 new forces had come to operate in New Mexico. The 
primary agent of change was the railroad which had come to the terri
tory in 1880.33 The improvement in communications caused a ranching 
and mining boom which attracted a considerable and outspoken new 
population. Small land sales and homestead entries increased. And 
when the ranching and mining areas demanded political recognition a 
violent local sectionalism common to all older American frontiers devel
oped in the assembly and in elections. As Governor Prince remarked 
in 1890: 

In the old days one could rule New Mexico by coercion, threats and 
bulldozing. That seemed to succeed until the railroad came. But conditions 
have changed and modern and American systems are needed. The native 
people will not stand what they did 15 years ago. The new population will 
not stand it at all.34 

The new population demanded settlement of the land grant claims, 
now forty-five years old; puplic schools which the church and the 

JJ The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe actually reached the territorial borders in 1879, 
but it was 1880 before Santa Fe and Albuquerque had rail service. Soon thereafter, the 
Southern Pacific and the Denver and Rio Grande laid tracks into New Mexico. 

34 Governor L. Bradford Prince to John W. Noble, April 23, 1892. Letter in the 
Prince Papers, New Mexico Historical Society, Santa Fe. 
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Spanish-Americans resisted down to 1890; and finally statehood, which 
the native New Mexican, having become used to the territorial system, 
did not declare for until 1900.35 

Even in that year, one could easily paint too optimistic a picture 
of acceptance of American political forms and customs. The older 
family political organization remained; the average Spanish-American 
community still voted in bloc for el patron. In 1902, for example, Senator 
Albert Beveridge found it so un-American and ring ridden he held 
up admission for ten years.36 But after 1900 the files and history of 
New Mexico read more like those of any American territory in a mild 
boom period. Party affiliations were real, and both parties reflected 
the impact of national issues like free silver, tariff, the referendum 
and Prohibition. 

It is a curious fact that a recognizable and acceptable brand of 
American democracy came to New Mexico only with the railroad, 
economic diversity, and the average small-time native American settler. 
Professor David M. Potter has recently argued in his book People of 
Plenty that only with an abundant economy can there be real democracy 
and freedom. This seems to be true in New Mexico.37 Even with two 
decades of prosperity and rapid change which occurred from 1880 to 
1900, however, the political, economic, and cultural premises of the 
American territorial system had been only partially achieved; but an 
acceptance of American law, the party system, and public schools, meant 
that a workable compromise of cultural and political forms had resulted, 
which continues today in New Mexico. Elliott Arnold in his Time 
of the Gringo has Padre Martinez predict all this very nicely in a 
scene in which the priest tells his parish school children the meaning 
of the American conquest in 1846. In the past New Mexico had been 
like a burro on whose back rode a priest, he said, and under American 
rule, the state would continue to be a burro; "but on this burro jog 
along lawyers and not the clergy." 38 

In contrast to New Mexico's ever shifting politics of faction and 
disunity, those of Utah could be called the "politics of unanimity" and 

35 Dargan, "New Mexico's Fight for Statehood," 5 ff. 
""Charles E. Maddox, "The Statehood Policy of Albert J. Beveridge, 1906-1911." 

(Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of New Mexico, 1947). 
37 David M. Potter, People of Plenty, Economic Abundance and the American 

Character (Chicago, 1954); Jim Heath, "A Study of the Influence of the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad Upon the Economy of New Mexico, 1878 to 1900." (Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, University of New Mexico, 1955), 5, 168. 

3S Elliott Arnold, The Time of the Gringo (New York, 1953), 612. 
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complete control. Quite obviously the difference is to be explained by 
the dominance of the Mormon church in Utah and the extraordinary 
combination of a political, religious and economic leader in Brigham 
Young. He was, as it were, a one man "Santa Fe Ring." 

Despite this basic difference, Utah had many points in common 
with New Mexico. Besides an arid climate and hostile environment 
which allowed only a limited agriculture based on irrigation, Utah, like 
New Mexico, resisted "Americanization" as implied in the territorial 
system, politically, religiously, culturally, and economically until 1890. 
This resistance was more organized, thorough, and self-conscious when 
compared to that of New Mexico. But again, we find, given the stand
ard form of the territorial system, similar techniques and agencies of 
resistance. Like New Mexico they centered in the delegate, the assembly, 
local government and in attempts to gain home rule through statehood. 
As in New Mexico the United States land system did not work, but in 
Utah it was circumvented not for speculative reasons, but in order to 
allow settlement. Like Governor Calhoun, Brigham Young preferred 
to bribe the Indian into peaceful relations and to handle him with local 
militia. And like New Mexico, Utah's economy was mercantile, with 
the merchant playing a key role in politics. And although it did not 
seek government or outside subsidy, Utah's primitive economy was 
saved over and over again by a series of financial booms caused by out
side forces or the federal government.39 And finally, the Mormons, 
like the Spanish-Americans, virtually had no one trained in the law 
amongst their numbers.40 

Utah's territorial history falls into three periods.41 The first is one 
of political resistance and physical isolation lasting from 1847 to 1869. 
The short-lived State of Deseret and the years when Young ruled Utah 
as territorial governor are too well known to be recounted here. Of 
the period up to 1857 suffice it to use Dale Morgan's comment: "The 

80 The feeding of the gold rush population, 1849-52; supplying the Central Over
land Mail Route, 1859-69; succoring the army troops stationed in Utah, 1858 to 1861; the 
presence of California troops from 1862 to 1868; building the transcontinental telegraph 
and railroad in the 1860's; the mining booms in Nevada, Idaho, and Utah itself from 
1861 to 1875. 

"Associate Justice Jacob S. Boreman upon his arrival in Utah in 1873 found the 
Bar almost devoid of Mormons; he felt that only Albert Carrington of those few Mormons 
who practiced law had a real knowledge of the subject. See "Reminiscences of My Life in 
Utah," MS in the Boreman Collection, Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, Cali
fornia, microfilm copy in Utah State Historical Society library. 

41 These coincide generally with the three economic periods of its history described 
by Leonard Arrington in his Great Basin Kingdom (Cambridge, Mass., 1958). 
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Mormons very simply had elaborated their ecclesiastical machinery into 
a political government." One outstanding characteristic of this early 
formative stage deserves comment however. This was a breakdown 
of the usual American checks and balances system. Young as governor 
met with both houses of his assembly, and they wrote the laws together.42 

His legislators held judicial, executive and church positions concurrently. 
Hosea Stout, for example, was a legislator in the morning, attorney gen
eral in the afternoon, and judge advocate of the Nauvoo Legion at night. 
Elias Smith and Albert Carrington could report similar simultaneous 
careers.43 What historians have misunderstood in treating the troubles 
between Mormons and federal officials is that when the latter fulminated 
against Mormon measures as "unlawful," they were in a sense quite 
correct. Law and order had been achieved, but to an American legal 
mind these pragmatic shortcuts seemed most suspicious.44 

Historians also suggest that after the Mormon War of 1857, the 
saints while continuing to rule themselves, outwardly conformed to 
American law and forms except on the prime issue of polygamy. Yet 
when Young stepped down in 1857, the new federal officials found that 
the assembly had effectively protected Mormons by a series of laws and 
practices which amounted to a tactical defeat for the United States. Just 
before the army came the assembly had repealed all taxes so diat 
gentile officers could not use the tax power against them.45 The legisla
tors also provided that the Nauvoo Legion, consisting of some 13,000 
men, could elect its own officers and need not wait for appointment 
by the governor. Thus the saints continued until 1871, a private army 
which vastly outnumbered federal troops in Utah.46 In a frenzy of last 
minute legislation the assembly granted nearly every water course, 

" This harmony was achieved by close watch on the choice of assembly candidates. 
Hosea Stout recorded on August 2, 1855, that he "Took stage and went to Davis County. 
The annual Election coming on next Monday the good people of Davis had brought out 
their nominees for the Legislature. . . . My business to Davis was to have one of the 
nominees withdrawn and John D. Parker put on the track in his Place. Accordingly I 
called the Bishop and other leading men together and laid the matter before them. The 
plan was adopted and A. Call withdrawn and Parker in his place, all to the most perfect 
satisfaction of all parties." Hosea Stout, "Dairy," original in Utah State Historical Society 
library. 

''Stout "Diary" entry for October 4, 1850; A. R. Mortensen, ed., "Elias Smith, 
Journal of a Pioneer Editor, 1861-63," Utah Historical Quarterly, XXI (1953), 1, 137, 
237, 331. 

" "Lawless" in this paper refers to politics only, and not to such events as the 
Mountain Meadows Massacre. 

™ Stout, "Diary" entry for January 19, 1858. 
w For the "end" of the Nauvoo Legion see H. H. Bancroft, The History of Utah 

(San Francisco, 1891), 658. 
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grazing tract, timber stand, and townsite in the territory to Mormon 
leaders so that not much usable public domain was left. There was no 
immediate need for a surveyor general nor did there have to be an ap
plication of American land laws.47 To avoid the possibility of an active 
army role in politics, the assembly denied any military officer or soldier 
the right to vote or hold offices.48 

The most far-reaching item of local control in opposition to federal 
rule had been worked out as early as 1852, however. A law defining 
the duties of the probate judge that year allowed that official to try 
civil, criminal, and chancery cases, or in short to assume jurisdiction 
over all cases which normally belonged to the United States district 
courts. It was further enacted that only Utah laws and not the common 
law applied in these courts; thus polygamy, a felony in common law, 
could not become a case in probate court. The assembly then passed 
a law allowing itself to choose the probate judges annually, which meant 
that local church bishops were tendered the position. And as in New 
Mexico the probate judge was given the power to locate polling places 
and to control elections. By creating the additional offices of territorial 
marshal and attorney general their establishment of a local court system 
was complete.49 

But Young had not finished. In his passionate dislike of lawyers, 
he persuaded the assembly to "let every man if he so chooses, be his 
own lawyer." Hence that body passed a law permitting any person 
of good moral character to be heard in the courts. Moreover, disputing 
parties were allowed to withdraw cases and settle out of court at any 
stage in the trial. Finally, by Utah law, a client did not have to pay 
for his lawyer, and the lawyer himself had to declare for or against the 
client at the beginning of the case.50 

When the assembly had finished there was little need for federal 
courts or lawyers in Utah. With homespun brilliance they had set out 
to defeat the federal courts and the very law that Buchanan had sent 

" Judge Jacob S. Boreman has summarized these land, timber and water laws in 
a typescript: "Curiosities of Early Utah Legislation," Boreman Collection, Henry E. 
Huntington Library, microfilm in Utah State Historical Society library. 

, s For various bills and acts, see Everett L. Cooley, comp., "Journals of the Legislative 
Assembly, Territory of Utah, Seventh Annual Session, 1857-58," Utah Historical Quarterly, 
XXIV (1956), 107 ff., 237 ff., 339 ff. 

48 For an excellent summary of the role of probate judge in Utah see W. N . Davis, 
"Western Justice: The Court at Fort Bridger, Utah," ibid., XXIII (1955), 99-125; see 
also Earl S. Pomeroy, The Territories and the United States (Philadelphia, 1947), 58-60. 

50 Dale Morgan, et al., "The State of Deseret," Utah Historical Quarterly, VIII (April, 
July, October, 1950), 87; W. N . Davis, ibid., XXIII (1955), 109n. 
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troops and new officials to secure. The Mormon, seeking justice in a 
court he could trust, set up a self-sufficient grass-roots system which 
worked until the 1870's and caused trouble until 1890. Such circum
stances led federal judges to continue to insist that the Mormons were 
"lawless." Not until the passage of the Poland Act in 1874, by which 
Congress reduced the power of the probate judgeship, did this local 
court begin to shrink to its proper size.51 Unanimity in the assembly, 
local government, and everyday action characterized the Mormon 
pattern of political resistance, but it should be noted that in all of their 
actions they appealed to an old-fashioned Jeffersonian heritage of states' 
rights and to the Douglas doctrine of popular sovereignty as their 
reasons for opposing federal rule. The sincere employment of such 
sentiments by a society, which the nation saw as a theocracy, naturally 
rang hollow in the ears of Congress and the federal appointees. 

While the assembly openly resisted federal rule, the Utah delegate 
followed quite a different course. The Mormons chose this officer with
out difficulty for the entire territorial period. The delegates were not 
typical saints, however, but usually the most prominent wealthy mer
chants or physicians in Utah. They were affable, urbane men of the 
world, widely traveled and conservative in their views and habits. They 
minimized the Mormon-federal differences in Washington, and will
ingly identified with a national party, although to their constituents 
their affiliations made not the slightest difference.52 Always in harmony 
with the assembly and the church authorities they tended to be judged 
upon their merits, and most were re-elected at least three terms.53 In
stead of a delegate in the territorial sense, Utah had a shrewd diplomatic 
minister who advocated a nineteenth-century policy of mutual coexist
ence by constantly persuading Congress either to leave Utah alone or 
to give her statehood. 

As in New Mexico a new era began in Utah with the coming of the 
railroad. But all the predictions that steel rails would disintegrate Mor
mon society were overly optimistic: while Young helped build the 
railroad, he also provided a far-reaching economic program to counter 

51 See D. R. Eckels to Lewis Cass, June 4, 1858; January 18, 1859; September 27, 
1859, in Territorial Papers (Utah Letterbook), National Archives; see also Boreman, 
"Reminiscences," 80, for a typical view by the federal justices. 

02 All the delegates were members of the Peoples' party of Utah, but in Washington 
four called themselves Democrats, one was a Whig, and two were Republicans. Pomeroy, 
op. cit., 146. 

03 Three delegates: John M. Bernhisel, William H. Hooper, and John T. Caine, served 
a total of thirty-two years. 
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its effects. As Leonard Arrington has described in his excellent volume 
Great Basin Kingdom, Young, through Z.C.M.I., a local Mormon 
railroad system, home industries, and a revival of the Order of Enoch, 
held up the Americanization of Utah's economy for a quarter of a 
century, and thus prevented gentile political dominance by staving off 
gentile economic encroachment.54 Those who call Brigham Young a 
Mormon John D. Rockefeller have failed to see that he had a prein-
dustrial theory of economics and a mercantile mind which was not 
really in tune with the big business philosophies of the post Civil 
War era. 

The third period of Utah's territorial history lasted from the pas
sage of the Edmunds Law in 1882 to statehood in 1896. These were 
years in which the church was on the defensive and eventually experi
enced defeat of their own policies. While the most obvious and impor
tant agency of defeat was the effectiveness of congressional antipolyg-
amy legislation, many other important forces must be considered which 
have been ignored for too long. 

The first of these was the presence of General Patrick E. Connor 
in Utah. Ordered there in 1862 at the head of a column of California 
volunteer troops, his duty was to guard the Central Overland Trail to 
California. While he successfully wiped out marauding Indian bands, 
who threatened the route, he also considered it his duty to curb Mor
mon temporal power wherever possible. Trained in business, and fa
miliar with frontier mining, he set out to discover rich mineral deposits 
in Utah which would attract enough non-Mormon miners to outnum
ber the saints. Connor was partially successful, and largely due to his 
encouragement, Utah experienced a mild mining boom in silver, lead, 
and copper extraction. By 1872 Connor could boast that there was a 
gentile city — Corinne — in which polygamy was outlawed by town 
ordinance, a second non-Mormon paper, The Union Vedette, and or
ganized political opposition, the Liberal party, consisting of apostate 
Mormon merchants, soldiers and miners. When the saints tried to 
secure statehood in 1872, rather than antagonize Connor, they asked 
him to be a member of the constitutional convention. Connor remained 
in Utah after his army service ended to develop its resources further. 
To him, and not to the railroad must go the credit for the first attempt 
to Americanize the Utah economy.00 

"Ar r ing ton , op. cit., 257-92; 293-322; 323-41 . 
55 See Connor in DAB; Bernice Gibbs Anderson, "The Gentile City of Corinne," Utah 

Historical Quarterly, IX (1941), 141-54; Stanley S. Ivins, "A Constitution for Utah," ibid., 
XXV (1957), 98. 
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General Connor had an unwitting ally in his anti-Mormon crusade 
in Brigham Young himself, for from the time of the California gold 
rush, the latter had strenuously opposed Mormon participation in min
ing enterprises. So effective was his restraint that this lucrative frontier 
industry went by default to gentile promoters.56 And just as Young's 
personal opposition was removed by his death, the Edmunds Law sent 
the would-be economic leaders of the Mormons into hiding or to prison. 
Indeed, the economic attrition of the Edmunds Law impoverished the 
church's own funds so completely that there was danger of bankruptcy 
in 1890.57 

A second defeat due in part to the heritage of Young's strong 
opinions came in this last period of territorial apprenticeship. His well-
known strictures against lawyers — and actually against all professions 
— left his followers with a minimum of legally trained men at a time 
when business, political affairs, and persecution of the Mormons re
quired an ingenious and highly skilled set of barristers. In the Mormon 
railroad and coal mining enterprises as in the court cases concerning 
polygamy, the amateur economic and legal methods proved no match 
against the eastern financier or railroad magnate and his legal assist
ants.58 As in the case of Captain Daniel Shays' followers or in the 
Whiskey Rebellion, they might have justice on their side, but they were 
up against professionals. This weakness later came out in the Utah 
Constitutional Convention of 1895 when it developed that nearly all 
the debating, the clarification of issues, and the actual writing of the 
document was done by the more articulate non-Mormon lawyers who 
were actually a minority in the convention.59 

A final weakness in Young's and the Mormon program of resist
ance was — for want of a better term — his cultural stand. The deliber
ate policy of intellectual and psychological isolation of the Mormons 
and the control of news and the interpretation of outside events through 
the Deseret News and the ward meetings suggested a lack of freedom 
of press and of ideas which the national public would not brook. When 

50 William Turrentine Jackson, "The Infamous Emma Mine: A British Interest in 
the Little Cottonwood District, Utah Territory," ibid., XXIII (1955), 339; Arrington 
estimates that in 1871 half the income of Utah's taxpayers came from mining: "Taxable 
Income in Utah," ibid., XXIV (1956), 39, 45-47. 

"Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 356-79; Frank H. Jonas and Garth N. Jones, 
"Utah Presidential Elections, 1896-1912," Utah Historical Quarterly, XXIV (1956), 290. 

58 Leonard J. Arrington, "Utah's Coal Road in the Age of Unregulated Competition," 
ibid.,XXUl (1955), 35-63. 

511 Ivins, "A Constitution for Utah," ibid., XXV (1957), 100, 113-16. 
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the first gentile paper appeared late in 1858 one of its constant aims was 
to break down this invisible "cordon insanitaire" about the Mormon 
channels of communications with the world. Simultaneously Methodist 
and Presbyterian missionary groups — while they seem to have gen
erated more heat than light — set out to convert and Americanize Mor
mon communities, convinced that free discussion would inevitably lead 
to the downfall of polygamy and the church's powers.60 

Closely connected to the idea of ending intellectual isolation was 
the public's and Congress's view that the church's continued strength 
lay in the perennial recruitment of naive and unlettered Scandinavian 
immigrants who by tradition lived in a noncommercial rural society 
and were passive politically. William Mulder in an excellent study 
of Scandinavian immigration to Utah has pointed out that customs 
officials tried to curb the flow of this presumably undesirable alien both 
by stricter rules and congressional legislation.61 This policy coincided 
with a rising national hostility to all immigrants, thus doubling its own 
popularity. Before backers of this policy could muster the necessary 
legislation, however, improved conditions in Norway and Denmark 
ended the flow of immigrants, which in turn weakened one of the 
church's strongholds — the immigrant unfamiliar and distrustful of any 
American ways except those approved by the church. 

Young's greatest mistake in terms of cultural resistance, however, 
was his attack of a basic tenet of the Ordinance of 1787: the belief in 
education and free schools. On every occasion he denounced them, using 
arguments remarkably similar to those of Archbishop Salpointe of New 
Mexico when he defended parochial schools. With the Deseret News, 
Young reasoned that "schools supported by general taxes cannot be con
ducted on a religious basis," and therefore must be prohibited. In a 
Salt Lake referendum on schools in 1873 the proposal to introduce 
public schools was defeated by a four to one vote.62 

Such a stand was very vulnerable to attack. Anti-Mormons claimed 
that Young and the church were keeping their followers in ignorance, 

°° William Mulder, Homeward to Zion: The Mormon Migration from Scandinavia 
(Madison, Wisconsin, 1957), 276-81 , 298-302; William Mulder and A. R. Mortensen, 
Among the Mormons (New York, 1958), 408-9. 

81 Mulder, Homeward to Zion, 295-97. President Cleveland, while refusing to sign 
the Edmunds-Tucker Act of 1887, did call upon Congress to "prevent the importation of 
Mormons into the country." Ibid., 290. See also Mulder, "Utah's Ugly Duckling: A Pro
file of the Scandinavian Immigrant," Utah Historical Quarterly, XXIII (1955), 233-60. 

02 Archbishop J. B. Salpointe, "Church and School" in the Rio Grande Republican, 
September 7, 1889, in which he asserted that nonsectarian education was "in reality either 
sectarian non-religious, godless, or agnostic." See also Stanley S. Ivins, "Free Schools 
Come to Utah," Utah Historical Quarterly, XXII (1954), 321-23, 336, 341-42. 
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for they knew that with the coming of education polygamy would 
fall. By 1890 the deleterious effects of such a position were obvious to 
the most conservative saint, and a school system, backed by the Liberal 
party and progressive Mormons, was established by the assembly that 
year. The results were dramatic: in 1889 private school attendance had 
accounted for only 36 per cent of the eligible children in the territory; 
in 1891 the percentage of attendance at private and public schools was 
59 per cent. As one writer put it, this was the first, in fact, of "a long 
series of concessions to the world." 63 

The Mormon stronghold would not have succumbed to American
izing forces purely on the basis of its educational, legal, and religious 
weaknesses, however, or because of General Connor's economic en
croachments. To these forces must be added an unusual set of Vermont 
and mid-Western congressmen and senators, all of whom had been 
Radical Republicans and believers in the supremacy of the Congress. 
To a man, this group never seems to have forgotten the 1856 Republican 
campaign cry that the "twin relics of barbarism" — slavery and polyg
amy — must be abolished. While they were a little late in accomplish
ing the latter, it had never left their minds as a goal to be achieved. 
There is every evidence that they did not play with the polygamy issue 
just for political reasons. The first of these reformers was Justin Morrill, 
of Vermont, who had been an antislavery Whig as early as 1856. In 
1862 as a member of the House of Representatives he pushed through 
an act against polygamy.64 While it proved to be ineffective, Morrill's 
successor (another Vermonter) in the House, Luke Potter Poland, se
cured the so-called "Poland Act" which reduced the powers of the Utah 
probate courts, increased the powers of the United States marshal, and 
provided that juries must be half-Mormon and half-Gentile in Utah 
trials. Poland was one of the most respected juridicial experts in the 
country, and his legal revisions, his investigations of the Ku Klux Klan, 
the Credit Mobilier, and corrupt government in reconstruction Arkan
sas, reveal the watchdog qualities he had as a senator and a congressman, 
so that it was natural for him to intervene in the Utah affairs.65 Still a 
third Vermonter, Senator George Franklin Edmunds, had entered the 
Senate as a Radical Republican in time to cast the necessary vote for pas
sage of the Civil Rights Bill, to push through the Tenure of Office Act, 

03 Ibid., 342. 

" H. H. Bancroft, History of Utah, 606-7; see also Morrill in DAB. 
05 See Poland in DAB; see also Davis, "Western Justice," Utah Historical Quarterly, 

XXIII (1955), 107; and Bancroft, History of Utah, 683. 
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and to serve on the committee which tried President Johnson for im
peachment. From 1872 to 1891, he served as chairman of the Senate Judi
ciary Committee and in that capacity was probably the true father of the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890. Edmunds was also a vigorous sup
porter of any reform measure which curbed railroad abuses and ad
vanced the civil service system. Given his radical heritage and his con
viction that polygamy was somehow a form of tyranny, it was fitting 
that the law outlawing this institution should bear his name.66 

To these New Englanders one must add a set of mid-Western 
Republicans of similar beliefs, of whom Senator Shelby M. Cullom, of 
Illinois, was the foremost. The son of Kentucky parents who had 
moved to Illinois because of their antislavery convictions, Cullom was 
a violent believer in the power of the federal government to do anything 
in the name of justice, an attitude which was apparent in his many 
efforts to curb railroad abuses and in his authorship of the Interstate 
Commerce Act of 1887. Cullom had first become interested in Utah 
when he was serving in the House of Representatives in 1869, and 
during 1869-70 tried to push through an antipolygamy bill. At that 
time he was in close correspondence with his friend J. W. Shaffer, of 
Illinois, who was currently serving as governor of Utah.67 While Cul-
lom's bill was never passed, some fourteen years later he succeeded in 
securing the chief justiceship of Utah for his law partner, Charles Shus-
ter Zane, of Illinois (who had once been Hearndon's law partner). 
Zane not only enforced the Edmunds and Edmunds-Tucker Act, but 
to him must go some credit for persuading the Mormons to issue their 
famous "Manifesto of 1890" in which the saints formally renounced the 
practice of polygamy.68 

His associate on the Utah federal bench for most of the antipolyg
amy period was Jacob S. Boreman, another reforming mid-Westerner 
who came from a family which had, by its antislavery leadership, helped 
found the state of West Virginia in 1861. Much sterner in his views 
than Zane, Boreman stood for the supremacy of the law in the same 
manner that Edmunds, Cullom, and Poland did.69 The so-called "Amer-

00 See Edmunds in DAB; also Bancroft, History of Utah, 683. 
07 See Cullom in DAB; J. W. Shaffer to S.M. Cullom, Great Salt Lake City, April 27, 

1870, Territorial Papers (Utah Letterbook), National Archives; Bancroft, History of Utah, 
657-58. 

°s See Zane in DAB. 

°° See Boreman, "Reminiscences" in the Boreman Collection, Henry E. Huntington 
Library, microfilm copy Utah State Historical Society library, and also his obituary in the 
Ogden Standard, October 10, 1913, the Salt Lake City Herald-Republican, October 8, 
1913, and the Salt Lake City Tribune, October 8, 1913. 
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icanization" of Utah came about then, when an able set of constitutional 
lawyers and jurists with an almost identical antislavery, Radical Re
publican past moved in to fulfill the old campaign pledge of 1856. Like 
New Mexico, under Governor Ross, Utah experienced the strong hand 
of a national political reform movement which had produced the 
Pendleton Act, the Dawes Act, the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
and the Sherman Act. These postwar abolitionists, undoubtedly a 
"contemptible minority" in the eyes of the saints, had accomplished 
what the territorial system and the railroads alone could not do: they 
Americanized Utah's political and social institutions. 

Perhaps even more significant than the laws these ex-radicals passed, 
was their manner of reforming Utah. The techniques used by them 
and by Congress bore a striking resemblance to the acts passed to re
construct the South between 1864 and 1877. Trained to believe that Con
gress was supreme in the territories, they at first merely passed laws 
forbidding polygamy. When these failed, they resorted to disfranchise
ment of the polygamist (just as the rebel leaders had been). This failing, 
too, Congress created the Utah Commission and gave the governor 
extraordinary appointive powers in somewhat the same way military 
commanders or carpetbag governors of Southern states were given 
powers. Still the Mormon resistance continued; so the radicals in the 
Edmunds-Tucker Act of 1887 resorted to another Reconstruction device, 
economic attrition through the confiscation of the estates of leading 
rebels. In Utah's case it was the attachment of the church's property 
as a corporation until obedience to federal law was achieved. 

Professor Frank Jonas has remarked that with President Wood
ruff's "Manifesto of 1890" the Mormons abandoned more than poly
gamy. They gave up, he argues, the political and economic leadership 
of Utah as well.70 But just as the Supreme Court's dissolution of the 
Standard Oil Trust in 1911 did not actually' break the vast Rockefeller 
empire into a set of warring fragments, so by habit and custom the 
Mormons continued to follow church policy in politics. The church, true 
to its pledge, however, urged its people to divide themselves between the 
two parties, and went about "Americanizing" their members as logically 
and as deliberately as they had resisted. By 1900 a real two-party system 
had developed, and what Professor Jonas calls "Sagebrush Democracy" 
with many warring factions was in operation then as now.71 

"Frank Herman Jonas, "Utah: Sagebrush Democracy," in T. C. Donnelly (ed.), 
Rocky Mountain Politics (Albuquerque, 1940), 14. 

" Ibid., 10-38; Mulder, Homeward to Zion, 298. 
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If one might make a general observation about the political histories 
of Utah and New Mexico territories, it is that these areas kept alive in 
peculiar ways a curious mixture of the old American colonial dream of 
home rule, of the Jeffersonian theory of states' rights, and of popular 
sovereignty long after these doctrines were repudiated in 1865. 

A study of these territories further suggests that frontiers upon 
reaching a certain level of maturity have a conservative desire to keep 
things as they are, so that a plea for "home rule" is not necessarily to be 
considered a sign of local democracy. In their honest resistance to be
coming part and parcel of the United States with all that this implied 
politically, institutionally, and culturally, Utah with its theocracy and 
New Mexico with its ring and Spanish-American traditionalists were 
conservative rather than avant-garde. The present school of colonial 
historians who find in the American Revolution a conservative struggle 
of the colonists to keep what they already had seems applicable in many 
ways to the various political movements in New Mexico and Utah, 
and at times Dakota Territory.72 

Each of these states, interestingly enough, wrote extremely con
servative constitutions, so much so in the case of New Mexico that 
President Taft — a gentleman not noted for his liberal tendencies — 
demanded that the amending clause be made less difficult before he 
would admit it as a state. One of the wisest of federal policies dealing 
with post-Civil War territories then, was — regardless of the daily mal
function of the old territorial system of 1787 — to refuse home rule 
until there were true signs of democracy. In this sense the policy of 
nonadmission, while painful to the West, resulted in success. 

72 As an example of this "preserve what you have" theory of the Revolution see 
Edmund Morgan, The Birth of the Republic, 1763-89 (Chicago, 1956). 





Buildings at Camp Floyd shown on oppo
site page were constructed by the men of 
Johnston's Army. At the time the post was 
abandoned, orders were given to "dispose 
of public property in a manner best suited 
to the interests of the government." 

CHARLES A. SCOTT'S DIARY OF THE 
UTAH E X P E D I T I O N , 1 8 5 7 - 1 8 6 1 

Edited by Robert E. Stowers and John M. Ellis 

(Conclusion) * 

[No entries made in diary from December 25, 1858, to July 4, 1859] 

July 4 th 1 8 5 9 The only celebration we had to day was a grand 

review by Genl. Johnston, a National Salute and a gill of whiskey to each 

man. Since I last posted, there has been considerable improvement in the 

appearance of our city. Many families have settled in the town and many 

new houses have been erected, so I suppose there must be fully six thou

sand inhabitants. The Front Street of Fairfield has the appearance of a 

California mining town in the palmy days of '50, the front street being 

lined with Drinking and Gambling Saloons, two more theatres have 

been erected and do a smashing business, I suppose.1 The Paymaster 

got back from California and was only able to pay for six months, 

* The first installment of the diary of a soldier of the Utah Expedition under General 
Albert Sidney Johnston appeared in the April, 1960, issue of the Quarterly and covered 
the period of his activities from New York to the establishment of Camp Floyd. 

1 For a good description of Camp Floyd during this period see Norman F. Furniss, 
The Mormon Conflict 1850-1859 (New Haven, Yale University Press, 1960), 205 ff. 
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though there is ten months pay due. The following is a copy of an 
order I received last month. 

Head Quarters 
Camp Floyd, U. T. June 24th, 1859 

Special Orders 

No. 173 
Extract 

IV Pursuant to Special Orders No. 50 of the 23d Inst, from the Hd. Qrs. 
of the Dept. of Utah, Bugler John Feary of Co. "H" 4th Arty and 
Private Charles A Scott of Light Co. "I" 1st Arty will rejoin their 
Companies in the Department of the West, the former at Fort Laramie, 
the latter at Fort Leavenworth, they are temporarily attached to Co. 
"A" 2d Dragoons for this purpose 

By order of Bvt. Col. C F Smith2 

(Signed) Clarence E Bennett 
2d Lieut & Adjt. 10th Infy 
Post Adjutant 

The same evening Feary and myself waited on Genl. Johnston, and 
the next day, the order was rescinded, and my application for a transfer 
to Lt. Co. "B" 4th Arty, Granted 

August 14th An Express came into Camp last Wednesday even
ing with the news that Sergt. Pike and three soldiers of I Co., 10th 

Infy, had been mortaly wounded by Mormon mob in Salt Lake City, 
which created a great excitement. On Thursday all the Extra Duty 
men were called in from the woods, the Dragoons all ground up their 
sabres and ordered to hold themselves in readiness to start at a moment's 
notice, as also our Battery and ten companies of Infantry, but when 
the true account came by the stage of excitement subsided. The facts 
of the case are these. Last winter a man named Howard Spencer had 
some mules grazing on the Government Reserve in Rush Valley. Pike 

2 Charles F. Smith served in Texas in 1845, and the Mexican War at Palo Alto, 
Monterey, Vera Cruz, and Mexico City. In 1856 he took part in the Red River expedition. 
It is interesting that Smith was in command of the advance of the Union Army to Shiloh, 
and had he not been injured before the battle he would have opposed Albert Sidney John
ston. George W. Cullum, Biographical Register of the Officers and Graduates of the 
United States Military Academy (7 vols., New York, 1891), I, 353. Clarence E. Bennett 
graduated from West Point in 1855. He resigned in 1860, and served with the First 
California Cavalry Volunteers during the Civil War, ibid., II, 628. 
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was ordered to put him off. Spencer resisted with a pitchfork. Pike 
struck him over the head with his rifle and fractured his skull. Spencer 
brought suit against Pike for assault with intent to kill. Pike was in 
the city to stand his trial, and was coming from the Court House. 
Spencer stepped out of a crowd and made the remark "You are the 
man that struck me." and before Pike had time to turn around shot 
him through the breast and walked off unmolested, though there was 
a hundred persons present, including policemen.3 

August 21st Pike was buried here last Monday, the whole com
mand attending the funeral. In revenge for his death, a party went up 
to Cedar Fort and set fire to a hay stack, and when the Mormons came 
to put it out they were fired on, and had to leave. Nobody was injured. 
It is reported that the Bishop came here and wanted Genl. Johnston to 
send troops there, but the General told him that according to recent 
decision he had no authority to send troops into a settlement without 
a requisition from the Governor, that one of his men was murdered 
through want of the same protection, and then referred him to Col. 
Smith, where he met no better luck. A Mormon Store in Fairfield was 
set fire to but was soon extinguished, though the Mormon lost nearly 
all his goods by plunder. In consequence thereof, no enlisted man is 
allowed in Fairfield after retreat.4 

Company "G" 2d Dragoons had a fight with about 200 Shoshonie 
Indians on Box Elder Creek, the Dragoons lost one killed and six 
wounded, they killed twenty and took about the same number prisoners, 
four of whom it is reported are Mormons who were disguised as 
Indians 

[No entries made in diary between August 21 and October 12] 

October 12th I omitted to copy in this, my diary of a trip we made 
to Provo last March, so I shall insert it here-

March 21st Pursuant to orders issued on the 19th seven companies 
of Infantry, one of Dragoons and the Left-section of our Battery, the 
whole under the command of Brevet Major Paul5 left Camp Floyd this 

3 For another account, see T. B. H . Stenhouse, The Rocky Mountain Saints (Salt 
Lake City, 1904), 419. 

'Twenty-nine years later, in August, 1888, Howard O. Spencer was arrested and 
charged with the murder of Sergeant Pike, with George Stringham as an accomplice. A 
jury found Spencer not guilty because of temporary insanity, and the case against String-
ham was dismissed. 

5 Gabriel R. Paul, a Missourian, and West Point graduate of 1834, served in the 
Mexican War and the Rio Grande expedition of 1852. He was blinded by a wound at 
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morning to take up a position near Provo. various rumors are afloat 
as to the object of the movement, and great excitement exists in camp, 
the true object, I suppose is to protect Judge Cradlebaugh's6 Court, in 
case any attempt is made to break it up. Left Camp at 9 oclock and 
camped in Lehi Distance 18 miles I do not know if Lehi is celebrated 
for anything in particular, unless it is for the pretty faces of some of the 
women we saw while passing through, the population numbers from 
a thousand to fifteen, an unusual proportion is women and children 
one of the results of polygamy, I suppose, most of the women seemed 
to be enciente 

March 2 2d Started at seven, went 7 miles and through American 
Fork, kept on 4 miles and passed through Pleasent Grove on Battle 
Creek, took an oblique direction and Camped at the mouth of Tim-
panogas Canon the last five miles was off the road, the ground soft and 
miry the horses sinking above the fetlocks at every step and the wheels 
half way to the hubs and this in the midst of a severe snow storm, but 
we got through without getting stuck- American Fork and Pleasant 
Grove are about the same size as Lehi the only difference I noticed was 
that the women were not so pretty and neat,- Our present location 
is the site of a future Metropolis to be dignified with the uncommon 
name of Brown City, after its illustrious projector, no doubt it presents 
an imposing appearance on paper, with its long wide streets intersect
ing each other at right angles, its City Hall, Court House and other 
Public Edifices, all marked in correct position, in black and white but 
alas, for those who have bought town-lots and desire to see the place 
prosper, for it at present contains only a Log house and a board Shanty7 

March 23d Laying by fired an Evening gun at Retreat 

the Battle of Gettysburg and retired with the rank of brigadier general in 1865. Cullum, 
op. cit., I, 575. 

0 John Cradlebaugh, associate justice, had requested the troops to protect witnesses 
and guard the prisoners, as there was no jail in Provo. Later, he went to the Carson 
Valley, where he entered Nevada politics. John D. Lee, Mormonism Unveiled (St. Louis, 
1891), 258; Dale L. Morgan, The Great Salt Lake (New York, 1947), 271; Stenhouse, 
op. cit., 403-6. 

' Captain John W. Phelps, of the artillery battery to which Scott was attached, wrote 
on December 9, 1858, that an organization of non-Mormons had been formed for the 
purpose of building a city at the mouth of Provo Canyon. The project apparently did not 
get far beyond the planning stage. The original unpublished letters of Captain Phelps are 
in the New York Public Library and typescript copies are in the Utah State Historical 
Society library. See also portions of his diary in LeRoy R. and Ann W. Hafen (eds.), The 
Utah Expedition (Glendale, 1958). 
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March 24th Laying by fired a Gun at Revelie had target prac
tice at 3 oclock, the first four shots spherical case put 8 bullets in the 
target the 5 th was a round shot and went over, the 6th and last a 
spherical case exploded in the Howitzer making a big hole in the bore. 
Though there was not as many balls in the target as last years practice 
yet the direction was equaly as good - and would no doubt have done 
great destruction to an enemy 

March 26th Moved Camp two miles nearer Provo 

March 27th Cold and blustering weather, in the evening the 
Dragoons received orders to hold themselves in readiness to start at a 
moments notice. Orders were published not to allow enlisted men, 
outside the limits of the Camp, Officers to see that each company is in 
readiness for service at any time, night or day 

March 28th Laying by weather cold and stormy 

March 29th The Dragoons left about one oclock this morning 
their Sabres were strapped to their saddles to keep from jingling, it is 
said their object is to arrest the Bishops of Springville and Lehi and two 
or three other dignitaries of the Church, who are implicated in some 
murders, and are concealed in a place called Hobble Creek Canon about 
fifteen miles from here; The weather still cold and disagreeable. The 
Dragoons returned at three oclock, they surrounded and searched 
Springville, they found Bishop Johnson's thirteen Wives at home, but 
as they were only looking for the husband they started up the Canon, 
but were unable to proceed more than four miles on account of the 
snow being so deep-

March 30th Governor Cumming has issued a proclamation pro
testing against the presence of troops in Provo and here8 Weather 
continues cold and stormy 

March 31st We were to have a grand review and a sham-battle, 
on the Table land adjoining the Camp but when it came our turn to 
go up the hill, we found it too steep to pull the pieces up, so we had 
to make a circuit of four miles to get a hundred yards from Camp, when 
we arrived on the ground the Infantry and Dragoons had been dis
missed, so all we had to do, was to get down the hill into Camp. 
Weather a little milder. 

"Offended by General Johnston's refusal to withdraw the troops, Governor Cumming 
appealed to Washington, where his order was upheld. Stenhouse, The Rocky Mountain 
Saints, 403-6. 
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This photo of the "Taylor Block" in Provo represents about "all there was 

of Provo" even as late as 1870. 

April 2d Thirty Dragoons left for Provo this morning- Weather 
cold 

April 3d The Dragoons got back at tattoo last night from the 
same errand they were on before, they went farther up the Canon but 
were unsuccessful in their object 

April 4th Struck tents and bid farewell to Camp Tympanogas at 
eight oclock. March down to Provo showed ourselves to the Ladies, 
took charge of four Mormon prisoners and started for Camp Floyd.9 

Provo extends over a large space of ground but the houses are very much 
scattered, there is no building in it worth looking at, and the only thing 
remarkable, is a large mud hole as you enter the town, a fashionable 
place of resort for all the gentlemen swine in the neighborhood- passed 
through Pleasant Grove and American Fork and Camped at Lehi 
Distance 24 miles 

"A. F. McDonald, Hamilton H. Kerns, Abram Durfee and Joseph Bartholomew had 
been arrested in connection with the killing of three men at Springville, on the night of 
March 14, 1857. They were held at Camp Floyd for three months and then released. 
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April 5th Started at nine and arrived in Camp Floyd at two oclock 
and so ends our expedition 

[During 1860 Scott was a member of a detachment which escorted 
emigrant trains across Nevada, and the entries for this period are not 
included. Editors] 

February 14th 1861 The name of Camp Floyd is no more it 
was changed by order of Col Cooke to Fort Crittenden, on account of 
the late Secretary of Wars honorable transactions in the Indian bonds 

[No entries in diary from Feb. 14 to July 24] 

July 24th 1861 About ten days ago a Special Order from the War 
Department reached here, directing Col Cooke to march with the ten 
companies under his command to Fort Leavenworth and to dispose of 
the public property in a manner, best suited to the interests of the 
Government- in compliance therewith all the Quartermaster and 
Commissary property not required, has been sold for little or noth
ing. Bacon and Flour brought 50 cents a hundred all the public build
ings and stables in Camp, did not bring more than $500 The Ordinance 
Stores with the exception of Horse equipments and what is reserved 
for transportation has been and is being destroyed, as soon as they get 
through destroying I presume we will take up the line of March 

There was burnt over two thousand stand of Rifle Muskets which 
the Mormons were anxious to purchase at six dollars apiece, I presume 
there will be over a million dollars worth of property destroyed, but 
better destroyed than ever to be used against the Government 

The Mormons seem wrathy at the munitions being destroyed and 
make threats that we will never reach Fort Leavenworth, there is cer
tainly a crowd of desperadoes in this vicinity at present, headed by the 
notorious Porter Rockwell, Owing to threats being made to burn the 
Corral, a large Guard was placed over it last night with strict orders-
The first Bull-train loaded with Ordnance started yesterday with Com
pany "E" 10th Infantry as escort 

July 27th Pursuant to orders published on the 25 th, we bid fare
well to Fort Crittenden this morning at nine oclock Camped on the 
Jordan near the Lake at half past two. Distance 16 miles Telegraph 
poles from the City to our late Camp nearly all up 

July 28th Started at six, at Lehi the Battery wagon broke down 
which delayed our Squad over an hour- passed through American 
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Fork and Pleasant Grove and Camped at the mouth of Timpanogas 
Canon at half past two. Distance by Odometor10 measurement 16 
89/100 miles or 5808 revolutions 

July 29th Started at six Road through Timpanogas Canon and 
a much better one than I expected to find, scenery grand and impressive 
Camped on Round Prairie Timpanogas River. Distance 17 miles plenty 
of grass and willow bushes for fuel 

July 30th Left Camp at half past five, passed through Heber 
City. Road good with the exception of mud holes and one long hill 
to pull up. Camped on Silver Creek at one 

July 31st Left Camp at six Road down Silver Creek through a 
narrow Canon to the Weber River down the river about 7 miles and 
Camped 

August 1st Left Camp at six met several parties of Emigrants 
mostly from Missoura Camped in Echo Canon Distance 18 33/100 
plenty of grass & wood, water sulphery. The Road from Fort Critten
den to Echo Canon is an excellent one and very well adapted for a 
Railroad considering everything 

August 2d Left Camp at six Camped on Bear River at one 

August 3d Left Camp at six. took a new road to the right and 
avoided the big mountain of the dividing ridge of the Wasatch Range 
the road will be good after it is traveled over. Camped on the Muddy. 

August 4th Left the Muddy at six and arrived at Fort Bridger at 
eleven. Fort Bridger has improved so much in appearance that I could 
scarcely recognize it, it looks more like a village than a military post 

August 5th Laying by. It is rumored in Camp that Dudley was 
attacked in Echo Canon by Bill Hickman's11 Gang and two of his men 
killed. A party of twelve Dragoons under Lieut Sanders12 have just 
left Camp to meet him It is also said that Joe Kerrigan and his party, 
who left Fort Crittenden for Carson City the same day we left, have 
been massacred 

10 An instrument that when attached to a wheel will register the number of revolu
tions, which can later be computed into mileage. See Everett Dick, Vanguards of the 
Frontier (New York, 1941), 217. 

11 See William A. Hickman, Brigham's Destroying Angel (New York, 1872). 
12 William P. Sanders graduated from West Point in 1856 and served in California 

prior to the Utah Expedition. He rose to brigadier general during the Civil War and was 
mortally wounded at the Battle of Campbell's Station in 1863. Cullum, op. cit., II, 668. 
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August 7th The Bull-train arrived to day. Dudleys command 
exchanged shots at long distance with a party of Indians, or Mormons 
disguised as such, in Echo Canon no damage was done, it was their 
evident intention to attack the train, as they thought Dudley had come 
ahead 

August 8th Laying by 

August 9th Left Bridger at eight Companies "B," "E," "G," & 
"I," 10th Infantry Co. "A" & "C" 4th Arty consolidated in one Battalion 
and forms the advance; our Battery next and Companies "B" "E" & "H" 
2d Dragoons next one company to form the rear-guard Road level. 
Camped on Blacks Fork. Distance 17 miles wood & grass scarce 

Aug 10th Left camp at six Road first rate Camped on Blacks 
Fork below the junction of Hams wood & grass scarce Caught about 
3 bushel of fish with a seine 

Aug 11th Left Camp at six Road very good Camped on Green 
River little grass plenty of wood- Two Dragoons deserted last night 
and took two of our horses. 

Aug 12th Left Camp at six and forded the river and had a steep 
pull up the hill from the top of which the scene was quite animated, the 
long train of white covered wagons crossing with the mules up to their 
bellys in the water the Teamsters hallooing and whooping, the distant 
lands showing all the windings of the river for many miles, the green 
grass and tall trees, made a very pretty view- Nicolai took a sketch of 
it- Road very good Camped on the Sandy Grass & fuel very scarce-

August 15 th Left Pacific Springs at six Road a little up hill to 
the summit of the South Pass on the whole very good Camped on the 
Sweetwater about four miles below the Mail Station- a first rate Camp 

August 16th Left Camp at six, Road very hilly over the Rocky-
ridge Camped on the Sweetwater. 

August 18th Laid over Went a hunting traveled about 12 miles 
over the hills, saw an Antelope at a long distance; prospected for gold 
in a ravine, found a rabbit and killed him, considering that we had 
established our reputation as hunters of the Rocky Mountains I got 
De Lacy to help me home with the rabbit 

August 20th Started at six Road sandy & muddy Day rainy and 
disagreeable Camped near the Sweetwater about a mile west of the 
Devil's Gate. Distance 7427 = 20 99/100 miles & 261 rev plenty of grass, 
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wood about a mile off Paid a visit to the Gate climbed to the highest 
rock, leaned over and looked into the Chasm, which seemed to be a 
thousand feet deep, attempted to descend in steep place, but had to 
turn back, tried another place, found the undertaking difficult and 
hazardous, but succeeded in safely reaching the bed of river well satis
fied with the risk [I] had run. 

August 21st Started at six Weather cold rainy Good road in dry 
weather. Met two large trains of Saints bound for the "Holy Land" 
Camped on Fish Creek, stream of water. 

August 22d Started at six, Road good. Met another large train of 
Saints. Camped at Red Bluff's grass not very good, plenty of wood. 

August 24th Started Y2 past six Road down the river & very good 
Camped in a Grove on the Platte Distance 15 54/100 miles & 130 rev, 
plenty of wood and grass- hauled seine in the afternoon and caught 
six gunny-sacks of fish. Telegraph completed to Deer Creek this 
evening. 

August 27th [Left] At l/2 past six Road along the river, crossed 
to the south side at 7 miles, an excellent road. Camped on the Platte 
about four miles below Horse shoe creek, Distance 24 57/100 miles A 
good Camp, plenty of everything required 

August 29th [Left] at % past six, Road tolerable Camped on 
Laramie River two miles above the Fort. Distance 10 miles Very good 
Camp Distance from Fort Bridger is 405 32/100 miles or 143,474 revolu
tions 

August 31st Laying by After muster paid a visit to the Fort, it 
looks nearly the same as it did four years ago with the exception of more 
buildings, it is garrisoned by Companies "D" & "F" 2d Dragoons and 
"D" & "K" 10th Infy Col Alexander 10th Infy. is the Commandant-

September 2d Resumed the march at seven, in passing through 
Laramie Old Alec had the 10th Infy Band playing at the head of our 
Infantry- Road sandy at first and afterwards hard & level. Camped on 
the Platte, plenty of grass but a half mile to wood & water 

September 3d Shortly after taps last night, a most terrific thunder
storm came up, the clouds seeming to be very near the earth, the water 
coming down in sheets, so that the whole camp was flooded and every
body got ringing wet, there was several loud claps of thunder & flashes 
of lightning that seemed to keep the heavens in a continual flame. The 
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Lightning struck one of the Sibley-tents of "E" Co. of the Dragoons 
shattering the pole to splinters, and killing a man Carey, besides seri
ously injuring seven others who were sleeping in the tent, the lightining 
also killed a horse belonging to the Dragoon Band and a Cow, besides 
striking a horse in the mouth. After burying the Dragoon at 7 oclock 
we left Camp at eight Road muddy and in some places very sandy for 
10 miles then level. Camped on the Platte plenty of grass, crossed to 
the islands in the river for wood 

September 4th Started at |/2 past six. 
on the Platte 8 miles below Scott's bluffs 

Road first rate Camped 

September 10th Started at % past six No road for 12 miles, the 
old Col found a good ford and we crossed to the south side of the River. 
Camped on the South Platte, Distance 7800 = 22 04/100 or 21 miles & 
282 rev plenty of grass some Buffalo chips for fuel 

September 11th Started at Y2 past six. Road first rate. Camped 
on South Platte, plenty of grass Buffalo chips for fuel. Col. Cooke 
left in the Mail last night for Leavenworth 

Soldiers of Johnston's Army gathering wood. Note the Stars and Stripes 
attached to the bayonet of the man on the wagon and the absence of horses. 
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September 14th Started at % to seven Road good. Camped at 
Fremont's Slough on the Platte Bottom. Distance 7606 = 21 49/100 miles 
or 21 & 88 rev plenty of grass and buffalo chips Whiskey caused three 
Dragoons to set themselves up as targets for each other, yesterday after
noon, and the consequence was, that one named Tague was shot through 
the neck and killed, one named White through the thigh, and the 
man that done the most shooting (Collins) was shot in the arm. One 
of our horses was found wounded in the thigh, most probably from a 
stray shot, we had to leave him behind. 

September 17th At l/2 P a s t six- Road good. Camped on Plum 
Creek, plenty of grass, some wood on the river — saw and killed our 
first Buffalo to day. 

September 19th Started at y2 past six. Road good, passed through 
Kearny City and camped on a Slough near Fort Kearny. Distance 
4280= 12 09/100 miles or 11 miles & 342 rev Distance from Laramie to 
Kearny 127856 = 361 37/100 miles or 357 miles & 100 revolutions Distance 
from Fort Bridger to Kearny 271330 = 766 21/100 miles Distance 328723 
= 929 21/100 miles from Fort Crittenden 

September 21st Left Fort Kearny at l/2 past seven. Road good 
Camped on the Platte for the last time, plenty of grass fuel scarce 

September 24th At seven Road a little heavy. Camped on the 
Little Blue plenty of wood and grass 

September 26th At seven. Road muddy. Weather cold & windy 
Camped on Big Sandy plenty of grass & wood 1st Camp in Kansas 

September 29th At seven Road very heavy, hard pulling for 
weak horses, several give out, one abandoned, passed through Marys-
ville on the Big Blue. Camped on Spring Creek, plenty of wood, water 
& grass. Daniels deserted last night. 

Oct 2 At seven. Road in a little better condition. Weather clearing 
up Camped at the Prairie Holes, plenty of grass, wood scarce, poor 
water. Passed through the Village of Senaca on the Nemaha 

Oct 3 Rained all night. Started at seven. Road very muddy. 
Passed through the Village of Granada. Camped on Walnut Creek in 
the Kickapoo Reserve, Distance 18 miles & 141 rev. plenty of wood, 
water & grass 

October 6th At a J4 to seven. Road pretty good though very 
crooked. The only real clear day since we left Kearny. Camped at 
Fort Leavenworth. 



C H A R L E S A. S C O T T ' S D I A R Y 401 

Distance from Kearny 98839 = 279 84/100 miles 

" Laramie 226695=64131/100 " 

" Bridger 370.169=1046 84/100 " 

" Crittenden 427562=1207 6/100 " 

Fort Leavenworth October 7th 1861 At noon to day we hauled 
the battery down to the Steamboat "A Majors" and took up our quarters 
on the boat, but for some reason there is no preparation for a start. 

Oct 8th passed a miserable night, our bedding all packed up, and 
it was too cold to sleep The Infantry came aboard, the Dragoons and 
our drivers started for Iatan by land. The Boat started about one and 
reached Iatan about three, disembarked and commenced loading the 
Cars with the Horses, Battery Camp-Equipage &c Most of the men 
drunk so that nearly all the work has to be performed by the sober 
ones Distance 20 miles 

Oct 9 Got through about three oclock this morning, pretty well 
worn out with fatigue, at daybreak we found ourselves in St. Joseph 
from some cause. Laid by during the day, it is said that we are waiting 
until the bridge is completed, that was destroyed a few weeks ago by the 
rebels, the Infantry left during the evening for the bridge Distance 
30 miles 

Oct 10th Unloaded the battery and parked it, no sign of a start. 

Oct 11th The St. Jo paper states that we start for Washington 
today Left St. Jo at two and took the road from Easton where we ar
rived after dark 

Oct 12th Got the battery & horses aboard the Cars and left Easton 
about noon, when near Breckenridge six or seven shots were fired into 
the cars by some cowardly rebels in the grass- passed through Chilli-
cothe, Brookfield, Hudson & Palmyra, arrived at West Quincy at 

Oct 13 4 a.m. Distance 200 miles crossed the Mississippa on the 
Ferry boat to Quincy. Col Cooke assumed command to day. laid over 
till dark when the trains started 

Oct 14th Traveled all night passed through Aurora and several 
other towns that I do not know the name of all along the route, the 
greatest enthusiasm prevailed, men cheering and pretty women waving 
their handkerchiefs at us. Arrived in Chicago at three p.m. Distance 
225 miles changed cars and left Chicago at 9l/2 p.m. 
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Oct 15 th Traveled all night, breakfasted at Fort Wayne Ind. 
Quite a large town. Arrived at Crestline Ohio at dark, got supper 
watered & fed the horses and started again at 9l/2 pm 

Oct 16th Reached Pittsburgh at 10 A.M. in passing a large factory 
about five or six hundred Girls appeared at the windows waving their 
handkerchiefs, the cheering that arose on our part, was quite deafening, 
even myself became quite hoarse. Distance 489 miles Laid by during 
the day and started again at dark 

Oct 18th Got a chance to lay down at half past two this morning 
in my wet clothes, it having rained all night was up again at crack of 
day to feed horses. Got aboard the cars at noon and started, passed 
through York at sun down 

Oct 19th Reached Baltimore at 2l/2 A.M. found some old friends, 
but most of my old Comrades have joined the Confederate Army. 
Started again about noon and reached Washington about 4 p.m. Dis
tance 124 miles Stopped in a building called the Soldiers Rest 

Oct 20 Went out to the Artillery Instruction Camp and Camped. 
24 Light Batteries in the Camp 

Oct 21st Laying by, awaiting an outfit. 

Oct22d 



R E V I E W S AHD RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Handcarts to Zion. The History of a Unique Western Migration, 1856-
1860, with Contemporary Journals, Accounts, Reports; and Rosters 
of the Members of the Handcart Companies. By LeRoy R. and 
Ann W. Hafen. Volume XIV The Far West and the Rockies His
torical Series 1820-1875. (Glendale, Arthur H. Clark Company, 
1960, 328 pp., $4.95) 

To the relatively fragmentary historical writings about the Mormon 
handcart pioneers of 1856-1860 has now been added an orderly compila
tion and organization of the more important data, contemporary testi
mony, and plain journals previously published. The authors, Dr. LeRoy 
R. Hafen and his wife Ann W. Hafen, of Provo, add this volume to 
their series of studies of the Far West and the Rockies. A personal love 
for the subject is revealed in the dedication to "our mother," Mary Ann 
Hafen, who as a child of six years trailed a handcart to Utah in 1860. 

The half million descendants of the three thousand handcart pio
neers particularly will find a storehouse of information in the book's 313 
pages of text. They contain background explanation of the vast num
bers of European converts of the 1850's, the operation of the Perpetual 
Emigration Fund of the church which aided the worthy poor to travel 
to Utah, the particular hardships of 1855 in Utah occasioned by drought 
and grasshoppers which drained the fund and necessitated a cheaper 
method of transportation than wagons and teams, the details of trans-
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portation by boat to New York or Boston, by train to Iowa City, and 
by handcart for the remaining 1300 miles. 

The appendix includes the roster and ages of the members of each 
company, and this reviewer observed a rather curious fact in studying 
the names of the Fourth Company which included his own grand
mother, Susannah Stone, a single girl of twenty-six. Of the four hun
dred who left Florence, Nebraska, with that company, at least fifty-nine 
appeared to be single girls in their twenties. 

Also included in the informative appendix, from which those 
interested in further research may profit, are songs of the "Gathering," 
such as "O, Ye Mountains High," printed in the Millennial Star for the 
inspiration of the saints preparing to leave Europe; songs of the hand
carts; the simple, official journals kept by the first two companies; Mil-
len Atwood's talk in the Tabernacle on November 16, 1856, after mem
bers of the Fourth Company, of which he was a captain, had been 
rescued from the Wyoming snows; revealing addresses by President 
Brigham Young made prior to and immediately after the rescues of 
the Fourth and Fifth companies; eyewitness accounts by members of 
rescue parties; and a report of President Franklin D. Richards, return
ing president of the European Mission, who, traveling in a light buggy, 
passed the handcart companies on the plains in 1856 and sounded the 
rescue warnings. 

Further factual data is provided in a careful description of the 
construction of the handcarts, which contained little or no iron and ac
commodated five persons, and by analysis of the handcart company 
itself, which was divided into "hundreds" with a captain over each and 
with one tent for every twenty persons. In charge of each company 
was a returning European missionary. 

President Brigham Young, who spoke out firmly and without 
apology for the mode of travel as being less cumbersome as well as 
more economical, pointed out that with reasona'u.c good fortune twenty 
miles a day could be covered and would enable the travelers to make 
the journey in little more than sixty days. He instructed each saint to 
carry nothing more than adequate bedding and one change of clothing. 
Each company was accompanied by a small number of wagons carry
ing heavier primary supplies, and milk cows and beef cattle were trailed 
along. Rations consisted of one pound of flour per day per person as 
long as there was sufficient, plus rice and dried apples. Additional food, 
such as buffalo meat, was acquired along the way. 
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The sufferings of the Fourth and Fifth companies in the October 
snows along the Sweetwater; the illnesses, deaths, and frostbite are 
vividly reported. More than one-sixth of the handcart pioneers who 
left Florence with the Fourth and Fifth companies perished on the 
journey. Analysis is made of the late starts of those companies, with
out pointing a finger of blame. 

The Hafen's have written an absorbing book and have done a 
great service. It would be this reviewer's hope that unofficial journals 
which must have been kept by many pioneers themselves will be res
cued from the dust of attics and basements and made available in years 
to come to add to present meager sources of information. 

The handcart story is one of faith, courage, and triumph. The 
Tenth and last company reached Salt Lake on September 24, 1860, 
eighty days out of Florence. Now, one hundred years later, the saga 
of the handcart pioneers is rapidly becoming one of America's greatest 
inspirations. „ _ T 

SHERMAN P. LLOYD 
Salt La\e City, Utah 

The Road to Virginia City, The Diary of James Knox Polk Miller. 
Edited by Andrew F. Rolle. (Norman, University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1960, 140 pp., $3.75) 

Perhaps not in the tradition of a really great diary, but still the 
diary of James Knox Polk Miller is a significant contribution to the 
literature of the West. Andrew F. Rolle has done a creditable job of 
editing, and the University of Oklahoma Press has done its usual splen
did job of bookmaking. The Road to Virginia City is a delightful book 
offering interesting photographs, attractive pen and ink drawings, a 
helpful map, a worthwhile introduction, and adequate footnotes where 
they should be — at the bottom of the page. Both editor and publisher 
are to be congratulate^, ion this fine piece of work. 

The diary of Miller covers the period from August 10, 1864, as the 
nineteen-year-old boy enters Chicago on his way to make his fortune in 
the West, to June 21, 1867, in Washington, D.C., a few days before he 
set sail for Europe to gain culture and spend his earnings from Virginia 
City, Montana. 

In between these dates, the reader is treated to some of the most 
delightful accounts of life in the far West — in Great Salt Lake City; 
at Virginia City, Montana; life along the Overland Trail; stage coach-
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ing from Virginia City to Fort Benton; and a river boat ride down the 
Missouri from Fort Benton, Montana, to St. Joseph, Missouri. 

For any young man who has at the age of nineteen left family and 
home to go out into the strange and unfriendly world to make his im
print upon society, this account by James Miller will prove fascinating. 
The young G.I. who has experienced anxiety while standing his first 
watch or guard duty will feel a common bond with young Miller as 
he stands watch on die plains. 

Aside from these fascinating entries, Miller gives a good picture of 
the trials of a Gentile trying to establish himself in business in the 
Mormon capital. His descriptions of church leaders, Mormon attitudes, 
and frontier society in general are well drawn. 

If the reader has gained some rather romanticized and fictionalized 
impressions of travel during frontier days, he will soon have such 
notions dispelled by Miller's account of travel to Virginia City and dien 
from there to Fort Benton. Mark Twain's experiences in Roughing It 
are tame in comparison to Miller's from Helena to Fort Benton. One 
is made to wonder how the stage lines ever trapped any passengers. Cer
tainly travel was precarious especially upon the river boats piloted by 
captains who liked to race like young "hot rodders." 

All in all, The Road to Virginia City offers good reading for most 
everyone — for the person who wants a good story to the economic and 
social historian wanting to learn more about trade and customs of the 

EVERETT L. COOLEY 

Utah State University 

Kingdom Come. By Virginia Sorensen. (New York, Harcourt, Brace 
and Company, 1960, 497 pp., $5.75) 

Able novelists give blood transfusions to history. For that reason 
Virginia Sorensen's latest novel, Kingdom Come, has peculiar sig
nificance for students of American civilization. In addition to being 
literary art, it is history of emotion sustained by research. Adding to 
family lore, Mrs. Sorensen spent a year gathering material in Denmark 
on a Guggenheim fellowship. 

The novel tells a neglected chapter of our saga. We have, of course, 
long recognized immigration and the frontier as "the two grand themes 
of American history." But this book exemplifies personally, intensely 
why Europeans renounced safety and comfort for the wilderness, in this 
case the rigors of the American Desert. 
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Kingdom Come is, however, "Canto II" in an epic of religiously 
motivated migration. Because the coming of the Mormon converts 
from Scandinavia followed a Reformation in the New World, the 
founding of the L. D. S. Church must be the first chapter. 

Some will praise the author's balancing of economic and physical 
incentives with spiritual ones. It was both American soil and an Amer
ican Zion in being that stirred Scandinavian hearts. Others will em
phasize her skill in showing ways in which the Mormon missionaries 
sowed the sparks of conversion in Northern Europe. 

Some will know the fire as the spirit of God revealed at last in the 
true religion. Others will recognize here only one of the waves of spirit
ual rebirth which agitate a people, the crest of zeal rising, then subsiding 
into the trough of habit, to swell again under new needs and leaders. 

Nevertheless we can agree that here is a significant chapter of 
man's chronicle told in the most intimately human form. It comes 
down into kitchens and gardens for closeups of human beings, for 
insights related to one's own experience. 

Told synoptically the story of Svend the farm hand and Hanne the 
lovely daughter of his well-to-do employer sounds conventional, but 
Mrs. Sorensen infuses vitality into it with freshness of poetic sympathy. 
Moreover, she makes the reader feel the spiritual element which is dis
tinctive, decisive, in their simple drama. She cannot, however, be ac
cused of prejudice which limits the vision of cynic as well as devotee. 

There is much artistry in the way the author develops Hanne and 
Svend from callow adolescence to stalwart maturity and in the process 
makes them broadly representative of the conversion and migration. 
There is also, among others, the sturdy, matter-of-fact Stig, who re
sponds first to the appeal of economic opportunities. Although he later 
feels the spiritual leaven, he sees in virgin soil the foundation of a 
vision of dignity, status, freedom. Thus, of his employer's family he 
observes, "It's because they were here first that they have all the land 
now, and can tell the rest of us what to do." Simon Peter represents 
the other extreme, the man who seeks spiritual values above all, and 
glories in a church with zeal hot and bright. But Hanne and Svend 
embody most fully the traits and aspirations that spurred the emigrants. 
Without losing their warmth as persons, they eventually take on the 
stature of the universal, symbolizing strong souls breaking bonds, crack
ing crusts of dead custom, wounding, sacrificing, but striding forward 
with courage to subdue the dreads of the unknown. 

CARLTON CULMSEE 

Utah State University 
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General George Crook'- Tlis Autobigraphy. Edited and Annotated 
by Martin F. Schmitt. (New ed., Norman, University of Okla
homa Press, 1960, 326 pp., $5.00) 

The general's autobiography, which takes up 190 pages of this 
book, is a delightfully human account of Crook's adventures in the 
West from 1852 to 1876. Included are his Civil War experiences, such 
as suppressing Confederate guerrillas in West Virginia (by employing 
tactics previously used in harassing red-skinned adversaries) and com
manding a cavalry corps in Tennessee and Virginia. The details of 
Crook's life from 1876 until his death in 1890 are then expertly filled in 
by Professor Schmitt, the curator of special collections at the University 
of Oregon. 

If the work bogs down slightly after Crook's narration of the events 
of June, 1876, it is not entirely the editor's fault. Much of the supple
mental material simply does not match the general's "rugged" auto
biographical style and his aptly put, astute observations. 

Crook's commentaries show that he was more than "the greatest 
Indian fighter in the history of the United States." Twenty-six years 
among the Indians had taught him that the red man was a human 
being. "It is an easy matter," he observed, "for anyone to see the salient 
points of Indian character, namely, that they are filthly, odoriferous, 
treacherous, ungrateful, pitiless, cruel, and lazy. But it is the fewest who 
ever get beyond mis, and see his other side, which, I must admit, is 
small, and almost latent. To do this requires more than mere study and 
perception. Above all, you must get his confidence, which means more 
than I can tell here." 

But Crook managed to gain his confidence and to understand the 
"inner" Indian "pretty well." Moreover, he sought to protect and de
fend, as well as to fight him, believing, as he did, that "ninety-nine-hun-
dredths" of all Indian trouble was caused, through mismanagement, 
by Indian agents and traders. His solution to the Indian problem was, 
first, to "take the government of the Indian out of politics; second, let 
the laws of the Indian be the same as those of the whites; [and] third, 
give the Indian the ballot." 

His efforts in behalf of the Indian, especially the Apache, did not 
always meet the approval of some of his army associates and fellow 
citizens; but he was appreciated by many of his former foes. When 
Crook died, Chief Red Cloud of the Sioux memorialized: "He, at least, 
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had never lied to us." And the Indians near Camp Apache "let their 
hair down, bent their heads forward on their bosoms, and wept and 
wailed like children." 

MAX L. HEYMAN, JR. 
Los Angeles Valley College 

High Country Empire. By Robert G. Athearn. (New York, McGraw-
Hill Book Company, Inc., 1960, viii+358 pp., $6.95) 

High Country Empire provides a panoramic view of the history 
of seven western states: Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas. These states have much in com
mon: all lie within the drainage system of the Missouri River; all have 
a history which has been characterized, as the author points out in his 
preface, by "exploitation and experimentation carried on by remote 
control from the more settled parts of America." 

Making effective use of monographic and periodical literature, 
Professor Robert Athearn of the University of Colorado, who himself 
has contributed extensively to that literature, vividly describes the 
"exploitation and experimentation" — by fur traders, miners, cattle
men, land speculators, timber barons, and oil wildcatters. His concern 
has been with the region as a whole rather than with its specific parts, 
and in terms of chronology, too, he has seen the region whole. His 
account of the years since 1900 is not as full as that of the years before 
1900, but that is a reflection of the fact that historians of the West have 
concentrated on the nineteenth century to the neglect of the twentieth. 
The frontier period of the region's history (using the term in its con
ventional sense) is significant as well as fascinating, but, as Athearn 
clearly shows, preoccupation with that — and particularly with its more 
romantic aspects — has been an important reason why present-day West
erners have so much difficulty in understanding themselves and their 
problems. 

There are differences within the region which need to be explored 
more fully than Athearn has been able to do within the limits he set 
for himself, and in some respects the boundaries of the region itself, as 
presented here, may need modification. These suggestions, however, 
should not be construed as detracting from the worth of the volume. 
High Country Empire is a major contribution to the history of the 
West. It is well written and well conceived by a man who knows the 
West both as historian and as resident. It should be read by all who 
want or need an understanding of this little-understood section of the 
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country, and particularly by the residents of the West — whose refusal 
to recognize the realities of life in the region has been one of the major 
themes of its history. T / -> / -> 

1 JAMES C. OLSON 
University of Nebraska 

Hoof beats of Destiny: The Story of the Pony Express. By Robert West 
Howard. (New York, Signet Book of the New American Library 
of World Literature, Inc., 1960, 192 pp., 50tf) 

Americans, especially Westerners, have grown up on the spectac
ular, on the once-in-a-lifetime event. The length of time in which it 
transpired or the eventual benefit to mankind that it achieved has 
not been weighed in the success or failure of the venture. 

The Pony Express, short of life, scarcely merits attention on the 
historic scene when viewed over two hundred and fifty years of con
tinental expansion. But the color and excitement of its men, animals, 
and geography have far outweighed other more prosaic projects. The 
emphasis has been on the dramatic. 

Now, for consideration in the Centennial year of the Pony Express, 
a book is presented with other viewpoints, particularly with emphasis 
on the political. An editor and two historians and a novelist, represent
ing as many sections of the pony trail, have a local view of which they 
write; yet with their wide reputations in varied fields of history and 
literature, their proposals are convincing. Robert West Howard, editor, 
is an authority on Western Americana and has edited odier western 
books. Agnes Wright Spring is State Historian of Colorado. Roy Coy 
is an authority of the trail and a specialist of museums. Frank C. Rob
ertson, novelist and observer, completes the quartet. This team in
sures a more complete coverage of the subject than otherwise. 

With few exceptions the chapters have no by-lines. However, the 
distinctive writing style of each of these experts is not entirely dis
guised. Having read practically everything each has written, we would 
prefer complete acknowledgment. 

We remember the era of the great Bancroft when he alone was 
given credit for the prodigious output of volume after volume of history. 
He was scoffed at for the anonymity under which his distinguished his
torians were to be forever shrouded. Perhaps a similar policy of the 
Federal Writers' Project and the Historical Records Survey have lacked 
a personal, vital touch just because they ignored die names of their 
respective writers. A few current magazines, movie colony productions 
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still employ the best writers in their particular fields without any ac
knowledgment whatsoever. The trend at present is toward a compila
tion by many qualified men, each with his name appended to his writ
ing. Hoofbeats of Destiny strikes the middle course, acknowledges the 
team and puts in an occasional credit. 

While other historians come out with a critical analysis of the prob
lems exposed, and solved, these writers state their "biases," which they 
explain in the foreword. Actually these biases confirm our suspicions, 
long held, that local agitations with the national government were 
smoke screens to hide Civil War issues long before the actual fighting, 
and for at least thirty years afterward. Perhaps our multiauthors have 
come nearer clearing the picture for us than has been done before. 
Which leads us to wish they had not been so modest in stating their 
biases — and that they may have further opportunity to completely 
prove their case. 

We have long observed that emotional issues attending an historic 
event obscure the real causes. Until recently the Pony Express was 
believed to be an advertising scheme to promote the freighting firm 
of Russell, Majors and Waddell. If so, it was an expensive one. It made 
bankrupt men whose patriotism was unquestioned. But die patriotism 
of at least the Secretary of War is challenged in this book. The saving 
of all the American West for the Union by the aforesaid freighting 
firm is now an established fact. Great names who made and preserved 
the West are deservedly appreciated now that they are seen in the 
perspective of one hundred years. 

Our authors state that rapid, reliable communication was the drastic 
need of America just prior to the Civil War. The Pony Express fulfilled 
that need. Alexander Majors and his company put the hyphen between 
East and West. The Pony Express was the link in America that anni
hilated space and soldered the continent. If we learn more about the 
environment than the child in Hoofbeats of Destiny, then the authors 
have succeeded in their stated purpose. And as all offspring are better 
understood if their background is in focus, in like manner we fathom 
the Pony Express because of the information in this timely book. 

The writers have given us character sketches of our heroes (the 
pony boys), of the villain (Secretary of War Floyd and his chicanery), 
and of the benefactors (the sure-to-financial-failure firm of Russell, 
Majors and Waddell). 

The problems of environment are well presented here: politics of 
the pre-Civil War, including the perfidy of Secretary Floyd and the 
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intrigue of the stolen government bonds; the Mormon War; the gold 
rush days of California and Colorado; the communication route to die 
Pacific; stereotypes of St. Joseph in the sixties; and a mile-by-mile de
scription of the 2,000 mile ride. We are urged to consider that "the sole 
line of communcation the Union had with the Far West was the hare
brained Pony Express"; that the "talking wires" were important in their 
role, as was also the completion of the Central Route of the railroad; 
and we are informed of what happened to the main characters in the 
plot before they became the West's legend. All of which proves that 
fact is more fascinating than fiction, and thus takes precedence. 

ILENE H. KINGSBURY 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Grandpa Was a Polygamist. By Paul Bailey. (Los Angeles, Western-
lore Press, 1960, 181 pp., $5.50) 

The author calls this book a candid remembrance. In a breezy 
homespun style Mr. Bailey depicts life as it was lived in a typical Mor
mon community during the years that persons now nearing middle 
age can well remember. Town life, folklore, religious customs and 
family patterns are portrayed as only a person born and brought up 
in such a community could do it. The kindliness, the eccentricities, the 
rugged endurance, and the unshakable convictions of the Mormons are 
skillfully depicted. This book makes the Mormon "way of life" com
prehensible, in some degree at least, to those who do not and cannot 
accept their convictions. For those born and bred in a "typical" Mor
mon community themselves, it arouses a feeling of nostalgia for a way 
of life, village scenes, and a period in time that is forever gone. 

The Story of the Pony Express. Edited by Waddell F. Smith. (San 
Francisco, Hesperian House, 1960, 195 pp., $5.00) 

Russell, Majors and Waddell constitute a trio of names unmatched 
in the history of transportation and communication in the Far West 
before the days of the transcontinental railroad. They carried supplies 
for the army by ox-team wagon trains to far-flung posts, and later it was 
they who organized and operated the Pony Express. By keeping the 
people in the West informed on national issues, the Express played an 
important part in bolstering loyalty to the Union. Some fifty years ago 
a book was written which told that story. Glen D. Bradley's The Story 
of the Pony Express still remains the classic literature on the subject. 
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In recent years Raymond W. Settle, through diligent research, has 
become an authority on the history of die Pony Express, and in addition 
to several other books and articles has brought his knowledge and 
understanding together in a short but profoundly written piece pub
lished in the Utah Historical Quarterly (April, 1959) under the title 
"The Pony Express, Heroic Effort —Tragic End." Under the editor
ship of Waddell F. Smith, a grandson of William Bradford Waddell, 
these two classics, one old and one new, have been brought together 
into one volume, the official 1960 centennial edition. The book should 
stand as a literary monument for a future generation to both the re
sourceful founders and the gallant riders of the Express. 

The Cahuilla Indians. By Harry C. James. (Los Angeles, Westernlore 
Press, 1960, 185 pp., $7.50) 

In Volume XVIII of the Great West and Indian Series Harry C. 
James turns his attention to the Cahuilla Indians of California who 
once owned the lands around Palm Springs and the now lush desert 
settlements of wealthy Americans. In this book he answers the ques
tions as to who they were, how they lived, recounts their legends, their 
ceremonial life, and devotes several chapters to such Cahuilla person
alities as Juan Antonio, Ramona, and Fig Tree John. 

This interesting and all-but-forgotten people are responsible for 
more place names in California than any other group. Even beyond 
the limits of Cahuilla territory there are towns, schools, and streets 
with names of Cahuilla or Spanish-Cahuilla origin or association. Tah-
quitz, Ramona, Alessandro, Patencio, Arenas, and Juan Diego are 
typical. This book is full of the pathos and drama that is so often found 
in studies of the American Indians, in the attempts of an oppressed 
people to combat the cruelties and indignities inflicted upon them by 
the Spaniards, by the Mexicans, and by the early American pioneers. 

End of Track- By James H. Kyner as told to Hawthorne Daniel. With 
an introduction by James C. Olson. (Lincoln, University of Ne
braska Press, 1960, 280 pp., $1.60) 

When End of Track, the memoirs of James H. Kyner, railroad 
contractor of the 1880's and 1890's, appeared in 1937, the book received 
the Gold Medal Award of the Oregon Trail Association and was widely 
and favorably reviewed. At that time an authority on the history of 
the West said: "The book deserves a much wider public than that of 
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specialists on the trans-Mississippi railroads," which is, incidentally, the 
purpose of this reprinting by the University of Nebraska Press. 

Kyner's memoirs shed light on business and politics and contribute 
in a larger way to an understanding of the forces which built America, 
and particularly the American West. He tells of his boyhood in Ohio; 
of his service in the Civil War during which he lost a leg in the Battle 
of Shiloh; of his desultory efforts at higher education when invalided 
out; of his decision to go west; and of his early years in pioneer Ne
braska. One cannot read Kyner's matter-of-fact account without gaining 
a clearer realization of what it was like to be young in America during 
the middle years of the nineteenth century — when one could make 
a fortune, lose it, and begin all over again! 

Since Kyner was preoccupied with the problems of construction, 
the book has value as a primary source for the history of American 
railroads, of which construction is a major aspect. The years between 
1878 and 1888 saw more miles of track laid in the United States than 
any other similar period in the country's history. Most of this construc
tion was in the West, and much of it consisted of branch lines to support 
an ever-expanding population. 

Politics and Grass; The Administration of Grazing on the Public 
Domain. By Phillip O. Foss. (Seattle, University of Washington 
Press, 1960, ix+236 pp., $4.50) 

The public domain was, and is, the landed estate of the American 
people. It once included most of the United States except Texas and the 
original thirteen colonies. By 1934 much of this land had been trans
ferred to private owners through various grants, sales, and homestead 
acts. These federal land disposal policies were based primarily on 
political considerations. They resulted in crazy-quilt patterns of own
ership, and encouraged fraud, conflict, economic instability, and over
grazing. 

Politics and Grass is a history of the public lands of the West and an 
extended case study of the methods and techniques used in the formula
tion of a public policy. The preliminary study for this book won a 
Western Political Science Association award as the best study on western 
politics and administration completed during the years 1953-56. The 
author is on the staff of the Department of Government, San Francisco 
State College. 
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Dictionary of the American Indian. By John L. Stoutenburgh, Jr. (New 
York, Philosophical Library, Inc., 1960, 462 pp., $10.00) 

This book contains an alphabetical listing (as the title implies) of 
Indian terms, place names, and terms which are often used incorrectly. 
Facts are stated without prejudice or intent to influence. The book can 
serve as a source of information for the student, researcher, or individual 
who simply wants a clear unbiased picture of the American Indian. 

The Cave of Shouting Silence. By Olive Burt. (New York, J. Day Co., 
1960) 
[Juvenile literature. A young boy travels to Utah with the Mormons 

to try to find proof of his inheritance. The setting is the land now con
stituting Zion National Park.] 

Freedom To Farm. By Ezra Taft Benson. (New York, Doubleday, 
1960) 

The Heart of the Southwest; Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, 
Utah, Nevada. By Thomas B. Lesure. (2d Ed., Greenlawn, N.Y., 
Harian Publications, 1960) 

History of Idaho. By Merrill D. Beal and Merle W. Wells. (3 vols., 
New York, Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1959) 

The Life Story of George William McCune Including His Forebears, 
Immediate Kinfolk and Posterity. (Los Angeles, Westernlore 
Press, 1959) 

Ninety Years of Glen Canyon Archaeology, 1869-1959. A Brief His
torical Sketch and Bibliography of Archaeological Investigations 
from J. W. Powell to the Glen Canyon Project. By William Y. 
Adams. (Flagstaff, Northern Arizona Society of Science and Art, 
Inc., 1960) 

Pacific Slope Railroads, from 1854-1900. By George B. Abdill. (Seattle, 
Superior Publishing Co., 1959) 

Robert Newell's Memoranda: Traveles in the Teritory of Missourie; 
Travele to the Kayuse War; Together with a Report on the Indians 
South of the Columbia River. Edited with notes and introduction by 
Dorothy O. Johansen. (Portland, Champoeg Press, 1959) [Travels 
of a Mountain Man.] 
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Their Majesties the Mob. By John W. Caughey. (University of Chicago 
Press, 1960) 

[A spine-chilling chronical of vigilante or lynch law in action from 
its prevalence in Western frontier days — San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
and the gold towns sharing notoriety — to present exercise of extralegal 
trial and punishment by the Ku Klux Klan, watch and ward societies, 
and governmental committees.] 

A Year of American Travel. Narrative of Personal Experience by Jessie 

Benton Fremont. Voyage to California in 1848: Impressions of 

Panama, San Francisco, Monterey, San Jose, &c, and a Letter from 

Colonel John Charles Fremont, Describing His Expedition to the 

Rocky Mountains Made during the Winter of 1848-49. With an 
Introduction by Patrice Manahan, and Engravings by Ernest Freed. 
(San Francisco, Book Club of California, 1960) [First published in 
1878.] 

G. T . ALLRED, "Challenge at Flaming Gorge," American Forest, March, 
1960. 

R. C. BALIR, "Mending a Mountain," ibid., February, 1960. 

RAYMOND W. and MARY LUND SETTLE, "Napoleon of the West" 

[William Hepburn Russell, of Russell, Majors and Waddell found
ers of the Pony Express], Annals of Wyoming, April, 1960. 

MAURINE CARLEY, "Emigrant Trail Trek No. Ten," ibid. 

THELMA GATCHELL CONDIT, "The Hole-in-the-Wall," Part VI, Section 

6, ibid. 

DALE L. MORGAN, "The Ferries of the Forty-Niners," Part III, Section 1, 
The Green River Ferries, ibid. 

A L TOFFLER, "The Golden Persuader" (Story of the Douglas String-
fellow episode), Argosy, January, 1960. 

NELL MURBARGER, "Ghost Towns of Arizona," Arizona Highways, 
August, 1960. 

MRS. W . G. KING, "Our Ute Indians," The Colorado Magazine, April, 
1960. 
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DAVID STROTHER, " 'Porte Crayon' in the Rocky Mountains, edited by 
Cecil D . Eby, Jr." (Strother's diary. H e visited Salt Lake City in 
1873), ibid. 

B. W . ALLRED, "The Utah War —1857-1858," Corral Dust [Potomac 
Corral of the Westerners], March, 1960. 

RAYMOND W . SETTLE, "Pony Express History vs. Wells Fargo," The 

Denver Westerners Monthly Roundup, March, 1960. 

LAURA ADAMA ARMER, "Navajoland in 1923," Desert, March, 1960. 

FRANK JENSEN, "A Visit to Historic, Out-of-the-Way Lee's Ferry on 
the Colorado," ibid., June, 1960. 

, "A Long Weekend in Southeastern Utah" [San Juan County], 
ibid., August, 1960. 

GAELL LINDSTROM, "The Cable Mountain Drop" [in Zion National 
Park, story and photographs], Ford Times, July, 1960. 

ROBERT B. BANISTER, "The Hidden Lakes of the Wasatch," ibid., August, 
1960. 

JAMES EDSALL SERVEN, "The Ill-fated 49er Wagon Train," Historical 

Society of Southern California Quarterly, March, 1960. 

A. M C K A Y RICH, "The T w o Montpeliers" [Idaho, Mormon and rail
road population], Idaho Yesterdays, Winter, 1959-1960. 

M. D . BEAL, "The Founding of Franklin in 1860" [Idaho], ibid., Spring, 

1960. 

"The Pony Express Rides Again," Kansas Historical Quarterly, Winter, 

1959. 

"The Joseph Smith Saints" [Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints], 

Life, May 2, 1960. 

JUSTIN G. TURNER, "Men Against Mountains, Salt and Sand" (The 

Donner-Reed Party) , Manuscripts, Spring, 1960. 

OLAF T . HAGEN, "The Pony Express Starts from St. Joseph," Missouri 

Historical Review, April, 1960. 

DONALD H . WELSH, "The Pony Express in Retrospect," ibid. 
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PEGGY H . BENJAMIN, "The Last of Captain Jack," Montana the Magazine 

of Western History, Spring, 1960. [A fresh appraisal of the Ute 

subchief who touched off the Meeker Massacre and met a violent 

death.] 

SAMUEL W . MATTHEWS, and J. BAYLOR ROBERTS, "The Night the Moun

tains Moved" [earthquake, Madison River, Yellowstone], National 

Geographic, March, 1960. 

EDWARD B. DANSON, "Last of the Frontier Merchants," National Parks 

Magazine, May, 1960. 

MERRILL MATTES and PAUL HENDERSON, "The Pony Express: Across 

Nebraska from St. Joseph to Fort Laramie," Nebraska History, 

June, 1960. 

"Pony Express Issue," Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, Spring, 

1960. 

FRANK D . REEVE, "Navaho-Spanish Diplomacy, 1770-1790," New Mexico 

Historical Review, July, 1960. 

RALPH M. SHANE, "A Short History of the Fort Berthold Indian Reserva
tion" [Fur Trade] , North Dakota History, Fall, 1959. 

CARL P. RUSSELL, "The Guns of the Lewis and Clark Expedition," ibid., 
Winter, 1960. 

DAVID E. MILLER, "Peter Skene Ogden's Trek into Utah, 1828-29," 
Pacific Northwest Quarterly, January, 1960. 

WENDELL ROBIE, "History of the Pony Express," The Pony Express, 
February, 1960. 

FRANK H . JONAS, "The Mormon Church and J. Bracken Lee," Proceed

ings, Utah Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters, Vol. 26, 1958-59. 

DOYCE B. N U N I S , JR., "The Sublettes of Kentucky and the Far West, 
1830-1857," The Register of the Kentucky Historical Society, April, 
1960. 

WILFORD E. SMITH, "The Urban Threat to Mormon Norms," Rural 
Sociology, December, 1959. 

LARRY PRYOR, "Utah — the Unique," Salute to Utah, February, 1960. 
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H Y R U M L. ANDRUS, "The Second American Revolution: Era of Prep
aration" [the period of Joseph Smith's activity |, Brigham Young 
University Studies, Autumn, 1959-Winter, 1960. 

EUGENE E. CAMPBELL, "The Mormon Gold-Mining Mission of 1849," 
ibid. 

AUSTIN E. F I F E , "Folk Elements in the Formation of the Mormon Per
sonality," ibid. 

"Kolob: Utah's Island in the Sky," Sunset, June, 1960. 

SAMUEL W . TAYLOR, "Impossible Journey" [Hole-in-the-Rock], True 
West, June, 1960. 

WALTER PRESCOTT WEBB, "From Split Rails to Barbed Wire" [How 
the West found its fence], ibid., August, 1960. 

T O M BAILEY, "The Man Who Won and Lost an Empire" [William C. 
Ralston of California], ibid. 

WARD MCCARTY, "Golden Spike Saga, and Utah's Railroad Museum," 
U. PH. A. Bulletin News, May, 1960. 

GEORGE D . CLYDE, "Natural Resource Development and Utah's Future," 
Utah Economic and Business Review, May, 1960. 

R. K E N T FIELDING, "Historical Perspectives for a Liberal Mormonism," 
Western Humanities Review, Winter, 1960. 

PAUL FATOUT, "Artemus Ward Among the Mormons," ibid., Spring, 
1960. 

KEITH BARRETTE, "The River to the Western Sea" [Mormon coloniza
tion of Fort Lemhi] , Westways, June, 1960. 



AWARD WINNERS 

Left to right: Charles Kelly, Joel E. Ricks, N. G. Morgan, Sr., Mrs. Kate 
B. Carter, center, who were honored with Honorary Life Membership in 
the Society. To the right: LeRoy R. Hafen, and Leonard f. Arrington, 
"Fellows." Dale L. Morgan, "Fellow," and Horace A. Sorensen, Honorary 
Life Member, were not present when the picture was taken. 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

During the year 1960 a program to recognize worthy individuals 
for extraordinary service in the cause of history was formulated by the 
Board of Trustees of the Society: "Honorary Life Membership" to 
be conferred upon the individual who, in die opinion of die Board, has 
rendered distinguished service to the state and to the Utah State His
torical Society; the designation of "Fellow" to be bestowed upon the 
individual who has rendered the greatest service to Utah and to the 
advancement of history through outstanding published work. The 
first presentation of Awards and Honors to prominent Utahans was 
held at the time of the annual dinner meeting of the Society on 
May 7, 1960. 

For distinguished service to Utah and the Society, Honorary Life 
Membership was conferred upon the following: 

Mrs. Kate B. Carter for her long years of unselfish devotion to state 
and local history through her leadership of the Daughters of Utah Pio
neers. Publications under her editorship including the twelve volume 
series of Heart Throbs of the West and Treasures of Pioneer History 
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(six volumes to date) are valuable contributions to the historiography 
of Utah and the Mormon people. 

Mr. Charles Kelly, for his years of research and writing on various 
facets of Utah and Western history. 

Mr. N. G. Morgan, Sr., for his generous contributions of time and 
money spent in the interest of preserving Utah's history and culture. 

Dr. Joel E. Ricks, professor of history at Utah State University, for 
a professional lifetime dedicated to the cause of history. He was for 
several years chairman of the history department at USU and for un
interrupted terms totalling nearly thirty-five years served on the Board 
of Trustees of the Society, eight years of that time as president. 

Mr. Horace A. Sorensen, prominent local businessman, for his 
unselfish devotion and tireless energy dedicated to the preservation of 
Utah's history and culture as evidenced by the Pioneer Memorial Mu
seum at 3000 Connor Street, Salt Lake City, and the more recently 
established Railroad Museum and Village at Corinne, Utah. 

For eminence in historical research and writings, the following 
were designated "Fellows": 

Dr. Leonard J. Arrington, professor of economics, Utah State Uni
versity. His book Great Basin Kingdom; An Economic History of the 
Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900, published in 1958 by Harvard University 
Press, has received national acclaim as a significant work. He has 
written innumerable articles which have appeared in various magazines, 
including the Quarterly, dealing with various phases of Utah's eco
nomic history. 

Dr. LeRoy R. Hafen, professor of history, Brigham Young Uni
versity, with his wife Ann as coeditor, has edited innumerable books, 
thus preserving valuable source materials from journals, diaries, and 
manuscripts. His remarkable "The Far West and The Rockies" series 
published by the Arthur H. Clark Company is nearing completion. 
For nearly thirty years Dr. Hafen served as director of the Colorado 
Historical Society. 

Mr. Dale L. Morgan, of the staff of the Bancroft Library, is honored 
for his dedication to the cause of history and aid to the Historical So
ciety. For more than twenty years by his research and writing activities 
he has practically been an unpaid staff member, being responsible in 
great measure for editorial work on several volumes of the Quarterly, 
in particular the Powell volumes, XV and XVI-XVII. He has au
thored and/or edited numerous books on the fur trade, mountain men, 
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and forty-niners. His The Great Salt Lake and Utah: A Guide to the 

State are outstanding contributions to the history of this area. 

After the appearance of "Vignettes of Park City" by Dr. William 
McPhee in the April Quarterly an interesting letter was received by 
the editor from Mr. Sam Raddon. In the interest of historical accuracy 
and for supplemental information pertaining to the above article 
we quote: 

I was particularly interested in Dr. William McPhee's "Vignettes of 
Park City." . . . With no wish to be thought critical of the interesting article, 
but for sake of accuracy of the record (and of the Park Record), I believe 
you may care to note that the founder of the Park Mining Record, as it 
was known in its first year, was James R. Schubach, rather than "James 
Shepback" as the name is spelled in Dr. McPhee's story (p. 140). 

And referring to the bottom of the page following, it was LePage H. 
(Lee) Raddon, my brother, not S. L. Raddon, my father, who died in 
1957. Father passed away in 1948 in his 90th year, after 64 years of owner
ship and weekly publication of the Record, although he had retired in 
1943, because of the handicap of advanced years, from active participation 
in its affairs. Father had worked on the Record, as a matter of fact, in its 
first year of publication. At that time he was a compositor on the Salt Lake 
Tribune, where he had started as a "newsboy," and spent his summer vaca
tion in 1880 in Park City "at the case" for the Record. He acquired his 
first financial interest in the paper in 1884 and preserved it throughout 
his lifetime. 

Following father's death, L. H. Raddon continued publication of the 
Record. He had "grown up" on the paper and in 1905 had acquired in it 
the interests of our uncle W. A. Raddon, who had been associated with 
father in the business for nineteen years, and who moved in 1905 to Los 
Angeles where, in his 90th year, he is now living. 

Following the death of L. H. Raddon in 1957 his widow sold the 
Record to its present owners, thus breaking, or at least approximating the 
long-time record of one-family ownership and publication of a weekly 
newspaper west of the Mississippi. . . . 

/ s / Sam Raddon 

Discussion of a pertinent book would ordinarily appear in the 

"Review" section of this magazine, but the editors wish to call special 

attention to The University of Utah, A History of Its First 100 Years. 

By Ralph V. Chamberlin (Salt Lake City, University of Utah Press, 

1960, 616 pp., $10.00). Although of somewhat localized interest, the 

book is extremely significant. Publication of this first one-volume com

prehensive history of the University of Utah provides both an important 
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addition to the recorded history of the state of Utah and a valuable 
reference work permitting ready access to extensive data concerning 
the establishment and growth of the university, its colleges and depart
ments, its faculty and administration, its student body and activities. 
The growth of higher education in Utah and in particular the growth 
of the university has been related historically to the growth of the state 
and to the important events of this growth. 

Numerous historically important individuals whose work at the 
university has been significant are treated in the volume. Many times 
during the first 100 years courageous individual effort kept the univer
sity alive, and the book indicates that unceasing personal effort from 
leaders in education has always been the price of educational progress. 
Dr. Chamberlin himself, for many years a professor at the university, 
was particularly well equipped to write the book after his long years 
of intimate acquaintance with and knowledge of that great institution. 



I N D E X 425 

I N D E X 

Abajo (Blue) Mountains, 202, 275 
Addams, Jane, 328, 334 
Agriculture: practiced by prehistoric In

dians, 12; price controls of, 44, 45 
Aleson, Harry, 305, 306, 308 
Alexander, Col. Edmund B., 164, 166n 
Aldridge, Jack, 305 
All-American Canal, 239 
Allen, C. E., introduced bill on education, 

127 
Allred, Horace, 248 
American Constitutional Party, 332 
American Fork, first tax-supported schools 

in, 124 
American Fur Company, 103 
American Placer Corporation, 286 
Anasazi culture, 18, 20, 216, 217, 220; arti

facts of, 13, 218; see also Basketmaker-
Pueblo 

Arches National Monument, 289 
Arizona Pioneer Mormon: David King 

Udall, by Nelson, reviewed, 179-80 
Army Exploration in the American West, 

by Goetzmann, reviewed, 180-81 
Arrington, Leonard J., 422; "Mormon Eco

nomic Organization: A Sheaf of Illus
trative Documents," 41-55 

Ashley, William Henry, 253; explores 
Green River, 254 

Atkinson, W. Eugene, 304 
Auerbach Collection, 93 
Awards of Merit, 95, 96 
Aztec, language group, 22 

B 

Backman, Gus, 248 
Backus, Anton R., 295 
Bannock Indians, lands of, 102 
Barlow, Capt. J. W., 107 
Barnes, Frank, 303 
Bartholomew, Joseph, 394n 
Basketmaker, culture of, 12-14 
Basketmaker-Pueblo (Anasazi), 12 
Beaubien, Carlos, 366 
Beaubien, Charles, 366 
Benson, Ezra Taft, 344 
Bent, Charles, 366; picture of, 362 
Benton, Thomas Hart , 365 
Bent's Fort, 352 
Bernheimer, Charles L., 287 
Bernhisel, John M., 380n 
Best, James S., 296; pictures of expedition, 

290, 297 
Betsy Ann (boat), 298 
Bidaman, Major, 61 
Big Boat, 298 

Bigelow, Rev. Herbert, 334 
Billings, Frank Everett, 296 
Bingham, Edwin R., review by, 81-83 
Bingham, Jay R., "Reclamation and the 

Colorado," 233-49 
Bishop, Francis M., map by, 279, 280 
Black Eagle (boat), 298 
Black Boat, 300 
Black Rock Cave, 8 
Black Hawk War, 277 
Black's Fork, irrigation attempts on, 257 
Blair, William W., 67 
Blanding, Utah, 236; settled, 281 
Bluff, Utah, colonized, 235, 281, 286 
Bodmer, Charles, 351 
Bonneville, Benjamin Louis Eulalie de, 254 
Boreman, Jacob S., 385 
Bosque Redondo, 278, 281 
Boulder Canyon Project Act, 239 
Brennan, Jack, 305 
Bridger, James, 235, 256; Yellowstone tales 

of, 104 
Brighton Ecclesiastical Ward, 35 
Brown, Frank Mason, drowning of, 265n, 

266, 283; organized Denver, Colorado 
Canyon and Pacific Railroad Company, 
264, 296 

Brown, L. G., 266 
Brown City, 392 
Brown's Hole, 256; picture of, 250 
Brownsville (Brown's Fort) , 166n 
Bryan, William Jennings, 335 
Bryce Canyon National Park, created, 287 
Buchanan, President James, proclamation 

of, 157 
Budden, Herman, discovers silver in Park 

City, 138 
Bullock, Thomas, takes first census, 191-92 
Bureau of Reclamation, created, 227, 230, 

258 
Burg, Amos, 295 
Bush, William H , 265, 296 
Butchart, J. Harvey, 306 

The Cahuilla Indians, by James, reviewed, 
413 

Caine, John T , 380 
Caldwell, R. E., 246 
Calhoun, James S., picture of, 362 
California Bar, 285, 306 
California and Nevada Volunteers, 42 
Camp Floyd, 157; description of, 176; 

name changed to Crittenden, 395; pic
ture of buildings at, 388 

Camp Scott, 157 
Canyon de Chelly National Monument, 289 
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Capitol Reef National Monument, created, 
289 

Cardenas, Garcia Lopez de, 235 
Carrington, Albert, 378 
Carson, Joseph, 353 
Carson, Kit, 366n 
Carter, Mrs. Kate B., 421 
Castle Butte Bar, 285 
Cataract Canyon, 277; so named by Powell, 

278 
Catlin, George, 351; advocated wilderness 

preservation, 100 
Catron, Thomas Benton, 372—73 
Census, first in Utah Territory, 191-92 
Central Utah project, 242, 259 
Chaffin, Louis M., 300, 306 
Chambers, Robert C , 149 
Chapman, Oscar, favors Echo Park, 261 
Charles H. Spencer (boat), 286, 306 
Chavez, J. Francisco, 368 
Chenoweth, Will R., 303 
Chittenden, Hiram Martin, 105 
Christensen, Heber, 306 
Christensen, Parley P., 330, 332, 335; 340n; 

attitude toward League of Nations, 338; 
career of, 336; picture of, 326; quoted, 
333; "Utah's First Presidential Candi
date," 327-41; wins candidacy, 334 

Church of Zion, 64 
Church Teams, 42, 48-52; picture of, 50 
City of Moab (boat), 298 
Claggett, William H., 110 
Clayton, William, handled homestead 

claims, 31 , 32, 34; picture of, 28 
Cliff Dweller (boat), 298 
Clover, Elzada U., 304 
Clyde, Edward W., 246 
Clyde, George D., 248; "An Invitation," 

195-97; picture of, 195 
Coachella Canal, 239 
Cogswell, Raymond A., 293 
Colfax, Vice-President Schuyler, 64 
Colmont, Genevieve de, 295 
Colonizing party, picture of, 32 
Colorado (boat), 298 
Colorado River, course of, 200, 211, 234; 

early crossing of, 265, 276, 317, 235; 
first diversion attempts upon, 195; irri
gation attempts, 235; projects, 242; 
navigation, 235; river-runners of, 291— 
308; source of, 251; topographical map 
of Upper Basin, 198; waters apportioned, 
245, 246 

Colorado River Basin, animals of, 206, 207; 
drainage area of, 196, 200, 203, 234; 
geological formation of, 202, 203; mas
ter plan for development of, 196; min
ing in, 235; precipitation in, 200-5; 
recreation in, 311-24; settlement in, 
235, 236, 280, 281; vegetation in, 204, 
205 

Colorado River Compact, 238, 239, 258, 
286; commissioners of, pictured, 239; 
treaty with Mexico, 196 

Colorado River Development Association of 
Twenty-One Counties, 248 

Colorado River Storage Project Act, passed 
by Congress, 240 f., 286; project map 
of, 232 

Colter, John, discovered Yellowstone, 102, 
103 

Committee of Forty-Eight, 328, 329, 332 
Condon, Mr. , 140 
Connelly, Dr. Henry, 366 
Connor, Gen. Patrick E., 137, 381, 382, 384 
Cook, C. W., 105 
Cooke, Lt. Col. Philip St. George, 168n, 

395, 399 
Cooley, Everett L., review by, 405-6 
Cox, James M., 328, 340n, 341 
Cradelbaugh, John, 173n, 392 
Crampton, C. Gregory, "Historic Glen Can

yon," 275-87 
Crossing of the Fathers, 276; will be inun

dated, 317 
Crow Indians, lands of, 102 
Cullom, Shelby M., 385 
Culmsee, Carlton, review by, 406-7 
Cumming, Alfred, 169n, 173n, 395; picture 

of, 165 
Cummings, Dean Byron, discovered Rain

bow Bridge, 287 
Curecanti unit, described, 242 

Daly, family of, 143 
Dandy Crossing, see Hite 
Danger Cave, archeological findings of, 8, 9 
Darrah, William Culp, "Powell of the Col

orado," 223—31 
Davis, Arthur Powell, 230 
Davis Dam, 196, 312 
Dawson, William A., 248 
Dead Horse Point State Park, 316 
Deadman Cave, 8 
Debs, Eugene V., 331, 334, 340n 
De Lacy, Walter W., 105 
Dent, Col. Elliot J., 303 
Denver, Colorado Canyon, and Pacific Rail

way, 264, 283 
Dern, George H., picture of, 307 
Deseret News, indebtedness to, 43; quoted 

on Christensen, 336, 337, 340; on Park 
City fire, 152; on schools, 117 

Desert culture, 5 -11 , 220; artifacts of, 9-11 
Desert Land Act, 33 
Despain, Roy, 295 
Developmental Pueblo, culture of, 12, 15 
Devils Gate, described, 398 
The Diaries of William Henry Jackson, by 

Hafen and Hafen, reviewed, 78-80 
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Digger Indians, 21 
Dinosaur National Manument, 240, 260; 

Visitor's Center pictured, 323 
Dirty Devil (Fremont) , River, 203, 265; 

picture of, 201; source of, 202; 
at Fruita, 314 

Dispatch (boat) , 298 
Dixie project, 246 
Doane, Lt. Gustavus C , 106, 107 
Doggington, W. B., 144 
Dominguez, Francisco Atanasio, 252, 275 
Doremus, A. F., picture of, 247; visualized 

irrigation development, 246 
Dotson, Peter K., 173n 
Douglass, W. B., discovered Rainbow 

Bridge, 287 
Dubendorff, Seymour S., 293 
Duchesne Tunnel, 237 
Dunn, William, killed by Indians, 278 
Dyar, W. W., 287 

Echo Canyon, Mormon defenses set up, 157 
Echo Park Dam, favored by Eisenhower, 

261; propaganda against, 240; proposed 
location of, 260 

Eckels, D . R., 173n 
Eddy, Clyde, 304 
Edmunds, George Franklin, supports re

form measures, 384, 385 
Edmunds-Tucker Act, 126, 381, 382 
Edwards, William Hiram, 298 
Eisenhower, President Dwight D., favors 

Echo Park, 261 ; signs Colorado River 
Storage bill, 241 

Elder, Edward, 293, 300 
Elkins, Stephen Benton, 372 
Ellis, John M., "Charles A. Scott's Diary of 

the Utah Expedition, 1857-1861," 155-
76, 389-402 

Ellsworth, S. George, review by, 179-80 
Emery, Albion B., 144 
Emery County project, 242, 244, 259 
End of Track, hy Kyner, reviewed, 413—14 
Episcopal church, schools in Utah, 118—20, 

122 
Escalante, Silvestre Velez de, crossed Col

orado River, 195, Green River, 252; 
first recorded history by, 276; traversed 
upper basin, 275, 276 

Escalante River, 281; source of, 202 
Escalante, Utah, supply point for miners, 

286 
Esmeralda II (boat) , 298 
Evans, David W., 248 
Everts, Truman, lost in the Yellowstone 

wilds, 106 

Faatz, F. G., 300 
Fagin, James, 293 

Fairfield, Utah, 157; described, 389 
Farmer-Labor party, convention of, 327 ff.; 

platform of, 333 
Federal government, ownership of land in 

West, 244 
Ferris, Warren Angus, described Yellow

stone, 103 
Ferry, Col. and Mrs. William M., 143 
Fitzpatrick, John, 330 
Flaming Gorge Dam, 244; described, 242, 

259f.; picture of, 243, 259 
Flavell, George F., 292 
Folsom, David E., makes proposal on na

tional park, 105 
Food, conservation of, 42, 43 
Ford, Henry, 328, 329, 332, 334 
Fort Bonneville (Fort "Nonsense"), 254 
Fort Bridger, 157, 256; burned by Mor

mons, 168; described, 396 
Fort Crittenden, see Camp Floyd 
Fort Defiance, 278 
Fort Harmony, irrigation at, 235 
Fort Kit Carson, 254 
Fort Laramie, 164; described, 398 
Fort "Nonsense," see Fort Bonneville 
Fort Robidoux (Wintey), 254; cabin at site 

of pictured, 255 
Fort Sumner, 26, 278 
Fort Supply, irrigation attempted at, 235, 

257; picture of, 255 
Fort Sutter, 353 
Fort Wintey, see Fort Robidoux 
Foster, William Z., 329, 332 
Four Corners area, 12, 287; culture in, 4 
Fower, Alvah T., 303 
Fowler, Fred M., review by, 84, 85 
Fraughten, Dave, 294 
Frazier, Lynn J., 334 
Frazier, Russell George, 295, 296, 307 
Freemasonry, in Park City, 149 
Free public schools, 125; heightened sup

port for, 123, 127 
Free School, in Park City, 139 
Fremont, John Charles, expeditions of, 351, 

352, 354; in California, 353, 357; 
named Rio Verde, 252 

Fremont River, see Dirty Devil River 
Fremont culture, 4, 19, 20, 219 
Frontier America: The Story of the West

ward Movement, by Clark, reviewed, 
81-83 

Frost, Jack, 306 
Fruita, picture of, 314 
Fur Trade, 235, 253, 254, 256, 277 

Gabel Mining District, 284 
Gallegos, Padre Jose Manuel, serves as dele

gate to Congress, 369 
Galloway, John, 293, 294 
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Galloway, Nathaniel, 283, 292, 302; picture 
of, 301 

Galloway, Parley, 293, 294, 304 
Gardner, Henry, 246 
Gardner, Serenus, 248 
Gardiner, Stewart, 295 
General George Crook'. H's Autobiography, 

edited by Schmitt, reviewed, 408-9 
General Tithing Office, 43; picture of, 40 
George, Henry, 333 
Gerber, Frank, 294 
Giles, Grover, 246 
Glen Canyon, bridge at, pictured, 317; 

crossed by Hole-in-the-Rock party, 281; 
Crossing of the Fathers scene, 288; dis
covered by Escalante, 276; Fremont cul
ture in, 219; gold rush in, 282-86; map 
of region, 274; named by Powell, 278; 
Navajos in, 278; recreational and scenic 
aspects of, 287; settlement in, 280 

Glen Canyon Dam, 244; construction pic
tured, 241, 245; described, 242 

Godbe, William S., 61 ; disfellowshipped, 
62; picture of, 63 

Godbeites, 64, 65; explained in Tullidge's 
writings, 67 

Good Hope, 285 
Goodman, Jack, "Land of Space Enough," 

311-24 
Goodridge, E. L., 306 
Goodwin, C. C , 69 
Goodwin, Isaac, 36 
Gosiute Indians, culture of, 21—24 
Grand Canyon, discovered, 235; first wom

en to traverse, 304; National Park, 289 
Grand Gulch, 281 
Grandpa Was a Polygamist, by Bailey, re

viewed, 412 
Grand River, see Colorado River 
Grand Valley project, 237 
Grant, Alexander (Zee), 295 
Grant, Heber J., 345, 347 
Grant, Jedediah M., land grant to, 138 
Great Basin, Indians in, 211-15 
Green River (Rio de S. Buenaventura, Rio 

Verde, Seedskadee), course of, 251, 252, 
202; discovered, 252; explored, 253, 
254; irrigation projects of, 258, 259 

Green River Lake, picture of, 314 
Green River, Utah, 236, 264; Spanish Trail 

crosses river at, 276 
Gretchen Bar, 285 
Grey, Zane, 287 
Griffith, Dick, 296 
Gunnison, Capt. John, murder of, 356 

H 

Hafen, Le Roy R., 422 
Hallacy, Mike, 305 
Hamblin, Jacob, 277 

Handcarts to Zion, by Hafen and Hafen, 
reviewed, 403-5 

Hanksville, 286 
Hansen, Ralph W., "Mormon Economic 

Organization: A Sheaf of Illustrative 
Documents," 41-55 

Harding, President Warren G., 328, 340n, 
345; picture of, 339 

Harper, S. S., 264 
Harris, Laphene, "Don," 296, 304, 305 
Harrison, Elias L. T., 59, 61 ; disfellow

shipped, 62; picture of, 63 
Hartnett, John, 173n 
Hatch, Bus, 295, 296 
Hatch, C. L., 295 
Hayden, Ferdinand V., surveys Yellow

stone, 107-10 
Hays, Max S., 335 
Heald, Weldon F., "The Yellowstone Story, 

Genesis of the National Park Idea," 9 9 -
110 

Heap, Capt. D . P., 107 
Hedges, Cornelius, urges creation of Yel

lowstone as a national park, 99, 100, 
105, 107, 110 

Hell's Midden excavation, 220 
Henry Mountains, 202, 283 
Herbert E. Gregory Bridge, discovered, 303 
Herwig, W., 305 
Heyman, Max L., Jr., review by, 408—9 
Hickman, William, 396 
High Country Empire, by Athearn, re

viewed, 409-10 
Highways: through Colorado River Basin 

country, 313, 315, 319, 320, 323 
Hine, Robert V., "The Kern Brothers and 

the Image of the West," 351-61 
Hinton, R. J., leads irrigation movement, 

229 
Historical Notes, 92-96, 189-92, 421-24 
Hite, Cass, discovered gold, 282; picture of, 

282, of home, 283 
Hite, Utah, 265, 285; ferry at pictured, 

320; gold discovered at, 282 
Hoar, Senator Samuel, quoted on reclama

tion, 234 
Hogue, James, 266 
Hole-in-the-Rock, 235; trek of, 281; will 

be inundated, 317 
Holmes, Col. Edwin F., 144 
Holmes, Susanna Emery, 144 
Holmstrom, Haldane, "Buzz," 295 
Homestead Act, 33 ; and the Indians in 

Utah, 38; applied in Utah, 29-38; poly
gamy and, 33, 34 

Hoofbeats of Destiny: The Story of the 
Pony Express, by Howard, reviewed, 
410-12 

Hooper, William H , 380n 
Hoover Dam, 196, 239, 312 
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Hoover, Herbert, chairman of Colorado 
River Commission, 238 

Hopi Indians, 5; language family of, 22 
Hopkins, J. A. H., 328, 332, 335 
Hoskaninni Company, 284; dredge of pic

tured, 285 
Hoskininni, Chief, 282; picture of, 284 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, established, 101 
Hough, C. Merrill, "Two School Systems in 

Conflict." 113-28 
Houghton, Joab, 366, 372 
Howell, J. A., 246 
Howland, O. H., killed by Indians, 278 
Howland, Seneca, killed by Indians, 278 
Hudson, Ed. A., 298 
Hummel , J. H., 302 
Huston, George, 105 
Hyde, Bessie, 304 
Hyde, Glen R., 304 
Hyde, Orson, 59 

Ida B. (boat) , 298 
Imperial Dam, 196 
Indians: archeological findings illustrated, 

2, 16, 17, 20; artifacts of, 13; culture 
map of, 6, 216; prehistory of, 3-27, 
213-15; sketches of, 352, 354, 360 

Indian slave trade, 276 
Ingersoll, Charles, 329 
Intermountain Indian School, 27 
International Workers of the World, 330, 

335 
Irrigation: appropriation for survey of, 227; 

Dixie project, 246; early Mormon at
tempts at, 37, 235, 257; pictures of, 
228; potential in the West, 258; Pow
ell's influence on movement, 223-31 ; 
prehistoric use of, 18, 219; projects of 
233-49; proponents of, 229, 246; recla
mation projects of, 236, 237; resolution 
submitted for survey of, 226 

Island Mining District, 284 
Ives, Lt. J. V., quoted on Colorado River, 

234 

J 

Jacal construction, 15, 19, 219 
Jackson Hole, 103 
Jackson, William Henry, pony express rider 

painting by, 130; with Hayden Survey, 
107 

Jennings, Jesse D., "Early Man in Utah," 
3 -27 ; "The Aboriginal Peoples," 211— 
21 

Jensen, Thomas W., 246 
Joes Valley, 244; reservoir, 242 
Johnson, Bishop - — — , 393 
Johnson, Willis, 295 

Johnston, Gen. Albert Sidney, 391; takes 
command, 167n; picture of, 165 

Johnston's Army, arrives at Fairfield, 175; 
at Fort Laramie, 164, 398; harassed by 
Mormons, 164, 168; leaves Fort Leav
enworth for Utah, 163; ordnance stores 
of destroyed, 395; picture of crossing 
the Plains, 165; starts for Salt Lake Val
ley, 171; winter travails of, 167-69; 
wood detail of pictured, 399 

Jones, Leslie A., 306 
Jones, Thomas R., 36 
Jorgensen, Chris, 302 
Jotter, Lois, 304 
Judge, John, family, 143 
Julien, Denis, 277 

Kanab, Utah, supply point for miners, 286 
Kane, Dr. Elisha Kent, 169n 
Kane, Col. Thomas Lieper, 157, 169n, 170 
Kayenta culture, 18, 216, 217 
Kearns, Thomas, 143 
Kearny, Gen. Stephen Watts, 364-66; pic

ture of, 362 
Keith, David, 143 
Kelly, Charles, 92, 93, 307, 422; picture of, 

92 
Kelsey, Eli B., 63; disfellowshipped, 63 
Kerns, Hamilton H., 394n 
Kendrick, Frank C , 264 
Kern, Benjamin J., death of, 355; member 

of Fremont's fourth expedition, 354; 
picture of, 350 

Kern, Edward M., death of, 356; member 
of Fremont's third and fourth expedi
tions, 351-54; picture of, 350 

Kern, Richard H , member of Fremont's 
fourth expedition, 354; murder of, 356; 
picture of, 350 

Kimball, Heber C , land grant to, 138 
Kimball, William, establishes stage service, 

138 
King, Clarence, 226 
Kingdom Come, by Sorensen, reviewed, 

406-7 
Kingsbury, Ilene H , review by, 410-12; 

"Salute to the Pony Express," 131—34 
King, William H., 336 
Kivas, 15, 19, 217; sketched by Kern, 358 
Klondike Bar, 285 
Knox, F. Stewart, 293 
Kolb, Ellsworth, 286, 293, 303 
Kolb, Emery C , 286, 293, 307 

La Barge project, 259 
Laccolithic mountains, 202 
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La Follette, Robert M., 328, 329, 331, 333, 
335, 348 

Laguna Pueblo, sketch of, 359 
Lake Powell, 316; recreational aspects of, 

318, 319 
Lamar, Howard R., "Political Patterns in 

New Mexico and Utah Territories 
1850-1900," 363-87 

Lamy, Archbishop John, picture of, 362; 
reforms church, 369 

Land Office notice, facsimile of, 32 
Langford, Nathaniel P., 105, 107; picture 

of, 98; superintendent of Yellowstone, 
110 

Larabee, , 306 
Larson, E. O., 248 
Larson, T. A., review by, 85-86 
La Rue, Eugene Clyde, 293, 303, 306 
Lasky, Jesse L., 307 
La Sal Mountains, 202, 275 
Launer, Fred, 295 
Lauzon, Hubert, 293 
Law, W. J., 302 
League of Nations, 333, 338, 345 
Lee, John D., 280 
Lee, Lawrence B., "Homesteading in Zion," 

29-38 
Lee's Ferry, 280, 285; divides upper and 

lower basins, 238; Stanton crew pic
tured at, 262 

Leich, Harold H , 304 
Leidy, Joseph, 353-55 
Leland, Frank, 292 
Lemon, Hyrum, 246 
Lewis and Clark expedition, 101, 102 
Liberal party, 64, 125,381 
Lincoln County War, 364, 373 
Lisa Manuel, fort of, 102 
Lithographers, 360, 361 
Lloyd, Sherman P., review by, 403-5 
Long, Horace J., 287 
Loper, Albert, 396, 300-3, 305, 306 
Lota-Ve (boat), 295 
Louisiana Purchase, 101 
Lower Basin, development of, 237, 239 
Lundstrom, Philip, 295 
Lye, William Frank, "Edward Wheelock 

Tullidge, The Mormons' Rebel His
torian," 57-75 

Lyman project, 259 

M 

Magoffin, James, 366 
Major Powell (boat), 298; pictured, 299 
Malone, Dudley Field, 334 
The Management of Small History Mu

seums, reviewed, 89 
Mandan villages, 102 
Manifest Destiny, 363, 365 
Manifesto of 1890,385,386 

Manly, William, on the Green River, 256 
Mann, Charles Fulton, 296 
Mantle's Cave, 219 
Marble Canyon, 265; picture of, 268 
Marcy, Capt. Randolph B., 168n, 17.0 
Marguerite (boat), 298 
Marston, Otis, "River Runners: Fast Water 

Navigation," 291-308 
Martin, Tom, 293 
Mattes, Merrill J., review by, 177-78 
Maxwell Land Grant Company, 372, 373 
May, Ernest R., review by, 83-84 
McBeth, James, 246 
McCullough, Ben, 157 
McDonald, A. F., 394n 
McDonald, Harry, 266 
McPhee, William M., "Vignettes of Park 

City," 137-53 
Meek, Joseph, saw Yellowstone region, 103 
Mendenhall, F . R., 306 
Mendenhall, W. E., 300, 302 
Mencken, H. L., quoted, 338n, 341 
Merrick, James, killed by Indians, 282 
Merrick-Mitchell Mine, 282 
Mesa Verde National Park, created, 287 
Mesa Verde culture, 18, 217; pottery of, 15 
Messervy, William S., 366 
Midview Reservoir, 237 
Miller, Dave, 302 
Miller, David E., "The Great Salt Lake,' 

297-311 
Missionary Fund, 43 
Missouri traders, 366 
Mitchell, , 306 
Mitchell, Ernest, killed by Indians, 282 
Moab, Utah, 236; Spanish trail crosses river 

at, 276 
The Modocs and Their War, by Murray, 

reviewed, 86, 87 
Morrisey, Richard J., review by, 180-81 
Monett, Edwin, 300; picture of, 301 
Montezuma Creek, 281 
Monumental Mining District, 284 
Monument Valley, scene of, pictured, 194, 

310 
Moon Lake, 248; reservoir, 237 
Moqui Bar, 285 
Moran, Thomas, 107 
Morelos Dam, 196 
Morgan, Dale L., 422; salute to, 94 
Morgan, N . G., Sr., 422 
Mormon Battalion, crossed Colorado River, 

235 
Mormons: adjust to a new environment, 

224; common schools of, 114, 117, 124; 
construct telegraph lines, 46-48; co
operation in homesteading, 30-38; 
crossed Green River, 235; economic 
organization, 41-55; evacuate Salt Lake 
City, 157; harass Johnston's Army, 164, 
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168, 171; return to Salt Lake City, 175; 
tithing instructions of, 43 

Mormon Tribune, replaces Utah Magazine, 
65 

Morrill, Justin, 384 
Morton, Al, 305 
Morton, Samuel, 354 
Mountain Men, 253 
Mowrey, Royce, 295 
Moyle, James H., 344 
Mukuntuweap National Monument, see 

Zion National Park 
Mullan, John, 105 
Murphy, Mr. , lynched in Park 

City, 147 
Murray, Eli H., quoted on "free scholars," 

120 

N 

Narrow Canyon, named by Powell, 278 
National Monuments, 287, 289 
National Parks, 100, 101 
Natural Bridges National Monument, first 

in Utah, 287 
Nauvoo Legion, 378 
Navajo (boat) , 298 
Navajo Dam, 242, 244 
Navajo Indians, dialect of, 26, 27; in Glen 

Canyon, 277; reservation of, 221 
Navajo Mountain, 202, 283 
Navajo National Monument, created, 287 
Nevills, Billie, 306 
Nevills, Norman Davis, 296, 304; picture of 

sadirons of, 301 
Newell, Frank H., 230 
New Mexico, irrigation projects of, 242 
New Movement, see Godbeites 
New West Educational Commission, 193 
New York Times, quoted on P. P. Chris

tensen, 338 
Nichols, Ed, 298 
Nicholson, John, 69 
Nims, F. A., 266 
Non-Partisan League, 332, 335 
North Dakota, Constitutional Convention 

of, 223 

Oastler, Dr. and Mrs. Frank, 307 
Odometer, 396 
Oil Leasing Act, 244 
Olson, James C , review by, 409-10 
Ontario Mine, Cornish pump of, 146; dis

covered, 138; pictures of, 145; tunnel 
of, 147 

Ontario schoolhouse, picture of, 142 
Order of Enoch, 381 
Ordinance of 1787, 364, 383, 387 
Otero, Antonio Jose, 366 

Ouray, Utah, 254 
The Outlaw Trail, by Kelly, reviewed, 8 0 -

81 
Outline History of the Glen Canyon Re

gion, by Crampton, reviewed, 177-78 
"The Overland Diary of fames A. Pritch

ard . . " b y Morgan, reviewed, 76-77 

Pacheco, Bernardo de Miera y, 252, 276 
Paddy Ross (boat), 298; picture of, 299 
Page, Jonathan S., 246 
Paiute Indians, culture of, 21 , 215; land 

dominated by, 211, 212; language of, 
22 

Parke, Lt. John, 355 
Park City Academy, 139-40 
Park City Bank, picture of, 142 
Park City Record, 423; after the fire, 152; 

purchased by Raddons, 140; quoted, 
141; on Ontario District school, 139 

Park City, Utah, "characters" in, 143, 144; 
cemetery in, 141; fires in, 150-53; in
corporated, 141; lynching in, 147; Mor
mon-Gentile population in, 148; news
papers in, 141-42; opera house in, 140, 
pictured, 142; pictured in 1890, 136; 
religious sects in, 149; schools in, 139-
40; site of, 138 

Parker Dam, 196,312 
Park Mining Record, see Park City Record 
Pathe-Bray party, 304 
Paul, Brevet Major, 391 
Pavant Ute, 21 
"Peace Commissioners," 157 
Peep O'Day, 71 ; failure of, 59, 60 
Penrose, Boies, 345 
People's party, 125 
Perpetual Emigration Fund, 43 
Peterson, William, 105 
Petrified Forest National Monument, 289 
Phelps, John W., 166 
The Philosophical Foundations of Mormon 

Theology, by McMurrin, reviewed, 84, 
85 

Pierre's Hole, 103 
Pike, Sergeant, murder of, 390, 391 
Pipe Spring National Monument, 289 
Pinchot, Amos, 329 
Pit houses, 12 
Plains Indians, culture borrowed, 24, 26 
Plateau Sierra Verde see Yampa Plateau 
Poland Act, 380 
Poland, Luke Potter, 384 
Politics and Grass, by Foss, reviewed, 414 
Polk, President James K., 366 
Polygamy: common law not applicable in 

Utah, 379 
Pony Express, 94 
Pope, Lt. John, 355 
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Popular sovereignty, 380 
Post, Louis F., 334 
Powell, L. W., 157 
Powell, Maj. John Wesley, 361; classifies 

land, 225; death of, 230; director of 
USGS, 223; explores Green and Colo
rado rivers, 224, 257; father of irriga
tion movement, 223-31 ; men murdered 
by Indians, 278; picture of, 222, of 
boat, 222; quoted on irrigation, 224, 
225, 227, 229 

Pratt, Orson, 58, 61 
Pratt, Parley P., explores Parley's Canyon, 

138 
Pre-emption Act, 38 
The Present World of History, reviewed, 89 
Price, Utah, 236 
Prince, L. Bradford, 374 
Prohibition, 328, 345, 348, 375 
Promontory Cave, 8 
Provo River project, 237 
Provo, Utah, early description and picture 

of, 394 
Provo Woolen Mills, picture of, 53 
Prudent Soldier, A Biography of Major 

General E. R. S. Canby, 1817-1873, by 
Heyman, reviewed, 83-84 

Public Law 485: 242, 259 
Pueblo culture, 4, 5, 11, 15, 18, 19, 26, 216 
Punkinseed (boat), 298 
Purdy, William W., "Green River: Main 

Stem of the Colorado," 251-61; review 
by, 80-81 

Richards, Franklin D., 58 
Richardson, , 303 
Richmond, Rev. George C , 330 
Richmond, William Chesley, 292 
Ricks, Joel E., 422 
Rio de S. Buenaventura, see Green River 
Rio Verde, see Green River 
River-running, 291-308; boats used, 298, 

300; excursions pictured, 321; of the 
upper canyons, 292—98; on the San 
Juan, 306-7 

The Road to Virginia City, edited by Rolle, 
reviewed, 405—6 

Roberts, Brigham H , 344, 348 
Robidoux, Antoine, builds fort, 254 
Roche faune, see Yellowstone River 
Rockwell, Porter, 395 
Rocky Montain Fur Company, 103 
Rocky Mountains, 200 
Rolle, Andrew F., review by, 76-77 
Roosevelt, President Franklin D., dedicated 

Boulder Dam, 312 
Roosevelt, President Theodore, 287, 348; 

signs reclamation bill, 230 
Rose, Ray, 294 
Ross, B. S., 296 
Ross, Edmund, 372, 373 
Ross, Kenneth, 305 
Rowland Hall, picture of, 121 
Russell, Charles S., 300, 302; picture of, 

301 
Rust, Dave, 303, 307 
Ryan, Archie D., 303 

Quist, Goddard, 303 

Radical Republicans, 384-86 
Raddon, Le Page H , 423 
Raddon, Sam, 423 
Raddon, S. L., 141, 423; death of, 141 
Raddon, W. A., 423 
Rainbow Bridge, 287; discovered, 287; pic

ture of, 319 
Rainbow Bridge-Monument Valley expedi

tion, 305, 306 
Rawlings, Calvin W., 248 
Raynolds, Capt. W. F., ordered to explore 

Yellowstone, 104, 105 
Reclamation Act, 236, 258 
Reclamation fund, 244 
Recreation: in Colorado River Basin, 311— 

24 
Reeder, William Penn, 303 
Relations with the Indians of the Plains, 

1857-1861, by Hafen and Hafen, re
viewed, 85-86 

Reviews and Recent Publications, 76-91, 
177-88, 403-18 

The Saga of Ben Holladay, Giant of the 
Old West, by Lucia, reviewed, 87 

Salt Lake City, Chamber of Commerce 
founded, 7 1 ; early school buildings pic
tured, 116; picture of trading in, 376 

Salt Lake Tribune, 69; evolved from Mor
mon Tribune, 65; quoted on Farmer-
Labor ticket, 335-37, 340, on third 
party movement, 331 

Salton Sea, 237 
Salt River project, 237 
Sampit Indians, 21 
Sanders, Lt. William P., 396n 
San Juan River, drainage area of, 202; gold 

discovered in, 284; river-running on, 
305-7 

Santa Clara, Utah, irrigation at, 235 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, early view of, 365 
Santa Fe Ring, 371-74 
Saynor, Charles W., 31 
Schoenfeld, Frederick W., 35, 36 
School of the Prophets, 63, 114; instruction 

in land office procedures, 30 
Schools, early buildings used, 116, 117, 

room pictured, 112; early Mormon, 
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114, 115, 117; Episcopalian, 118-20, 
122; percentage of attendance, 384 

Scofield Reservoir, 237 
Schuback, James R., 140, 423 
Scott, Charles A., diary of, 155ff., 389ff.; 

picture of, 154 
Seedskadee project, 259 
Seedskadee, see Green River 
Seitz, Raymond C , 301 
Sevier-Fremont culture, 20, 217 
Shaffer, J. W., 385 
Sharp, Charles, 293 
Sharp, James Palmer, 189-90 
Shearman, William, 62 
Shepback, James, see Schuback, James R. 
Shields Brothers store, picture of, 142 
Shields, John, 303 
Shivwit Indians, murder members of 

Powell expedition, 278 
Shoshoni Indians, lands of, 102; language 

groups, 21 
Silver King Mine, 143 
Simpson, Capt. James FL, 176, 3^5 
Sinclair, Charles E., 173n 
Single Tax League, 329, 332 
Sitgreavcs, Lt. Lorenzo, 355, 356 
Smith, Charles, 293, 300 
Smith, Dwight L., "The Engineer and the 

Canyon," 263—73 
Smith, Elias, 378 
Smith, George A., 59 
Smith, George Albert, Jr., killed by Indians, 

277 
Smith, Joseph, 62 
Smith, Joseph F., 345, 347 
Smoot, Reed, 336; "Apostle-Senator," 343— 

49; picture of, 342 
Smythe, William E., leads irrigation move

ment, 229 
Snyder, George Gideon, operates Park City 

boardinghouse, 138 
Snyder, Samuel, sawmill of, 138 
Snyder, Samuel C , land grant to, 138 
Snyderville, settlement of, 138 
Soldiers and Sailors Homestead Act, 37 
Sorensen, Horace A., 422 
Southern Paiute Indians, 21 , 215, 278 
South Pass, 164; rediscovered, 253 
Spanish-American families, leaders in New 

Mexico, 370 
The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law, 

by Dobkins, reviewed, 87, 88 
Spanish Trail, 276 
Special Master, studies Colorado River 

water division, 245 
Spencer camp, 284 
Spencer, Howard O., 390, 391 
Split Mountain, picture of, 314 
Spring, Agnes Wright, review by, 78-80 
Stansbury Cave, 8 

Stanton, Robert Brewster, 283, 296; expedi
tion of, 263-73; disasters of, 265, 266; 
estimates economic potential of Colo
rado River Basin, 271-73; pictures of 
crew, 262; survey of river, 266-73 

Steen, Rector, sells Ontario Mine, 138 
Stenhouse, T. B. H., 62; comments on 

schools, 123 
Steward, Julian, 21 
Stewart, Omer, on culture of Paiutes, 215 
Stewart, Senator William, 226, 227 
St. George Temple, construction of, 54 
St. Mark's school, closed, 128; enrollment 

in, 122; established, 113; opened, 119; 
picture of, 121 

St. Mary's Academy, picture of, 121 
St. Mary's school, 140 
Stone, Julius Frederick, 293, 307; picture 

of,, 301 
The Story of the Pony Express, edited by 

Smith, reviewed, 412—13 
Stout, Hosea, 378 
Stowers, Robert E., "Charles A. Scott's 

Diary of the Utah Expedition, 1857-
1861," 155-76, 389-402 

Strawberry Valley project, 236, 244, 248 
Stringham, B. H., 248 
Stubbs, Drew, 294 
Sumner, Col. Edwin Vose, 367 
Sunset Crater National Monument, 289 
Swain, Frank, 295 
Swing-Johnson bill, see Boulder Canyon 

Project Act 

Taos Rebellion, 368 
Tavaputs Plateau, 202 
Telegraph, 64 
Telegraph line, constructed by Mormons, 

46-48 
Territorial tax levies, for schools, 118 
Thaddeus Stevens Scourge of the South, 

by Brodie, reviewed, 88 
Third party movement, groups uniting in, 

328n 
Thomas, Arthur L., 126, 127 
Thompson, Ezra, 143 
Ticaboo Bar, 285 
Timpanogots, 21 , 22 
Tithing, 43, 44; on wool, 53-55 
Todd-Page party, 294 
Tullidge, Edward W., 57-72; "Bibliogra

phy of His Works," 72-75; death of, 
7 1 ; editor for Millennial Star, 58; in 
New York, 61 ; joins Reorganized 
Church, 67; picture of, 56; writing of, 
61 , 65, 66, 68, 69 

Tullidge, John, 58, 64 
Tullidge, John, Jr., 58 
Turner, Alonzo G., 300 
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Tuttle, Daniel S., reviews the founding of 
St. Mark's School, 118, 119 

Twining, A. B., 266 

U 
Uinta Basin, 202; irrigation projects in, 237 
Uintah Lodge No. 7, chartered, 150 
Uncle Sam (boat), 235 
Uncompahgre Complex, 220 
Uncompahgre project, 237 
Undine (boat), 298 
Union Vedette, 59, 381 
United Order, 62, 71 
University of Nauvoo, 114 
The University of Utah, A History of Its 

First 100 Years, by Chamberlin, com
mentary on, 423-24 

Upper Basin, first traversed by white men, 
275; projects of, 237 

Upper Colorado River Basin Compact, 
signed, 240; storage project, 196 

United States Bureau of Ethnology, 199 
United States Geological Survey, 199; di

rectors of, 223, 226; organized, 226; 
surveys of Colorado, 294, 300, 303 

Utah (boat), 298 
Utah and the Pony Express, reviewed, 181 
Utah Commission, 386 
Utah Loyal League, 148 
Utah Magazine, 61, 64; campaigns against 

church authorities, 62, 63; ceased pub
lication, 65 

Utah Power and Light Company, surveys 
for damsites, 294 

Utah's Constitutional Convention, Gentile 
participation in, 382 

Utah State Historical Society, awards pro
gram of, 421-23; winners of, pictured, 
420 

Utah Territory, reforms in, 386; system of 
government in, 378-80; tax levies for 
schools, 118 

Utah War, 157, 164; problems of army dur
ing, 166—68, see also Johnston's Army 

Utah Water Users Association, 246 
Ute Indians, 21 , 25, 26; land dominated 

by, 211, 212; reservation established, 
221, 235, 258 

Uto-Aztecan, language family, 22 

V 
Valcra, Eamonn de, 330 
Violet Louise (boat), 306 

W 
Walker, Preston, 305 
Walker War, 277 
Walker, William, 155, 158n 
Walsh, Frank P., 329 
Warner, Neil, 65 
Washburn, Henry D., 105 
Washburn-Doan expedition, 99, 105, 106 

Watkins, Aaron S., 340n 
Watkins, Arthur V., 248 
Watson, Edward H., 246 
Watts, John S., 370n, 372 
Weilenmann, Milton L., 248 
Welling, Milton, 345 
Wenner, U. J., 309 
Western Galaxy, facsimile of, 70 
Wetherill, John, 287 
West, Caleb W., 126 
White Canyon Mining District, 283 
White, Mrs. Georgie, 305 
Widtsoe, John E., 246; quoted on reclama

tion, 249 
Wilderness Preserves, 261, 287, 315 
Williams Mining District, 284 
Williams, Parley, 126 
Wilmont (boat), 298 
Wilson Canyon, Fence ruin in, pictured, 

210 
Wimmer, Tom, 303 
Wind River Mountains, 315 
Woodbury, Angus M., "The Colorado 

River, The Physical and Biological Set
ting," 199-208 

Woodruff, Wilford, 59; comments on edu
cation, 126 

Woods, J. H., 306 
Woodward, Jules, 293 
Wright, C. M., 300 
Wright, F. W., 300 
Wupatki National Monument, 289 
Wurtele, C. W., 144 
Wyoming, irrigation projects of, 242 

Y 
Yampa Plateau, 252 
Yampa River, excavations on, 219, 220 
Yampa Ute, 21 
Yazoo Land Cmpany, 374 
Yellowstone country, first written record of, 

103, 104; National Park, created, 100, 
106, 107, 110 

Yellowstone River (Roche faune), 102; 
lower falls of pictured, 109 

Yosemite, deeded a state park, 101 
Young, Brigham, attitude toward lawyers, 

378, 379, toward mining, 138; com
ments on education, 124; culutral resis
tance of, 382, 383; remarks on schools, 
114, 117, 123; sends salt to Johnston's 
Army, 168 

Yuma project, 237 

Z 

Zahn's Camp, 284 
Zane, Charles Shuster, 385 
Z.C.M.I., 62, 381 
Zion National Monument (Mukuntuweap), 

created, 287 
Zuni Indians, 5 
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El Morro, or Inscription Rock, near Ramah, New Mexico, is a massive mesa-point of 
sandstone which derives its nam,e from the Spanish word "morro" meaning "headland" or 
"bluff." The route from Acoma to the Zuni pueblos led directly past the mesa, and because 

of the sheltered coves and availability of water, the area became a regular camping site for 
the Spanish conquistadores. Don fuan de Onate first inscribed the rock in 1605 and 

many others later left a record of their passage by cutting into the soft sandstone. The first 
of the American army officers to visit El Morro was Lieutenant f. H. Simpson, accompanied 

by artist R. H. Kern, who copied the early inscriptions as shown above. The site is now 
a national monument. 
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