
Virgin, Duncan’s Retreat, Corrals Blurb 2023

Chapman Duncan mistakenly surveyed a ditch in 
Virgin City that had the intake lower than the outlet. 
Hence, song, 
“Way Down South in Pocketville, 
Where Duncan Dug His Ditch Uphill”. 

August 30, 1929 
Duncan’s Retreat Pear Tree

Leni Brinkerhoff (2016)
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https://books.google.com/books?
id=46GHv3A0fgUC&pg=PR7&dq=geological+sur-
vey%E2%80%99s+tertiary+history+of+the+grand+c
anyon+district+1882&hl=en&newbks=1&new-
bks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjIk_zVmf-
b9AhUgIzQIHVYsDqUQ6AF6BAgLEAI#v=onepa
ge&q=geological%20survey%E2%80%99s%20ter-
tiary%20history%20of%20the%20grand%20-
canyon%20district%201882&f=false

Smithsonian Butte - Valley of the Virgen

William Henry Holmes produced this chromolitho-
graph for Clarence Dutton’s Geological Survey’s 
Tertiary History of the Grand Canyon District pub-
lished 1882. Holmes had joined the Hayden survey 
in 1872 replacing Thomas Moran. Holmes approach 
to illustration was more scientific than Moran’s. In 
1875, he studied ancestral Puebloan culture in Utah. 
His models of ancient ruins were exhibited at the 
Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876.
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Alice Parker Isom Home and Store       
J.L. Crawford Collection
https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/volume_10_1942/s/
68447  Memoirs                                    UHQ  1942
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On April 7, 1884, Alice’s father-in-law died.

On January 17, 1885, William, her eldest son-in-law 
died.

On October 17, 1885, Alice Parker Isom’s two year 
old daughter died. 

On December 6, 1885, Alice’s husband George Isom 
died at 39 years old.

Also, on December 6, 1885, George her second 
eldest son-in-law died.  

On December 21, 1885 Alice gave birth to her ninth 
child Sarah Laverna.

On March 24, 1886 her father John Parker died at 74 
years old. 

On February 24, 1888 her mother Ellen Briggs 
Parker died at 79 years old. 

Alice was appointed manager of the store after her 
father died. In the fall of 1894 some of the store’s 
stockholders became jealous. They thought she was 
doing too well. Those stockholders pulled out and 
built a new store. Within a year the new store failed 
with $1700 in debt. Three years later Alice returned 
to Virgin and restarted the store. 

In 1907 there was a big oil excitement in Virgin. Al-
ice took in boarders and purchased a sawmill. Over 
500 men depended upon her for supplies. When the 
boom busted in 1908, she was left with $5,000 in 
debts.

July 1902  

May 1905 
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Sheep’s Bridge over Virgin River                       Virgin Corrals 
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