HARMONY VALLEY & THE PIONEERS

In December, 1847, the Territorial General Assembly in 2alt Lake commissioned Parley P. Pratt to g-ather a company of 50 men to e,_tpi(}re
the Southern part of what is now Utah, Some staved in Parowan, Little Salt Lake Valley, and others expiuret] as far South as what is known
to&ay as Santa Clara, Then, at General Conference, on Qctober 0, 1881 it was annotmced that a new community was to be founded. Within

a few days John D. Lee and a company of nineteen wagons were on the way towards this Valley. In the Deseret News dated December 8, 1852:

O the _/;'rsi water south nf the rin of the great basin, in Wﬁs/nﬁgtm County, ]u!m D. Lee, Elisha Groves and coempany are Awﬂirz&)
a Fort on Ash Creck called Harmony. Ffﬂe@n wien are capazv/e a_f- !mn’ng arms. F{{ty-ane loads of'lmnzver have been taken there f'rom
Parowan and six eams are cm:sianify empl’uyeu’ lvw'fdlfng the Fort. (e ofﬂ the ﬁrsr’. rooms erected was a school house. The point is el

selocted [lJ] mf/ftary purposes and commands the spring and about 100 acres uf f;mﬁ land on the crock and abeut 20 miles a}f‘l yom}
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grazing around, Tt is about 20 miles north of the Rio Virgm, which is inaccessible to teams until a road can be worked ot considerable expense.

In April 18354, Brigham Young sent twenty-three young men té the area, with ten wagons, as missionanes to the [ndians. May 19, 1854,
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Btig‘ham Young, Otson Pratt and others visited the new settlement, but did not [ike the location as there wasn' enoug‘ll Jand to sustain the
colou‘v‘ It would be considered an Oui.pnst. The next (L’l_\' a new fort site was loca.te(l, we now know as Fort Harmony. , Harmony and Kanarra

creeks were inspected as to where canals would be dug? for the flow of water.

[n Felntuary‘ 1855, it was rea(ly for liv'mg, our Fort Harmony was 200 leet squate. The houses on the Fast were ane story and the walls len feet

high. On the West the houses were two story with walls sixteen feet 111;}1 In the center a well was Llﬂg‘, a 100 feet (leep, which :‘-upphed the

culinary water, On the Notth and South dates stood. Fort Harmony was the seat for \ﬁ’asiﬁugtnn county krom 1856 to 1839, with John

D. Leeas %ud;e. Elis}m H. Groves, Helli‘}-’ Barm_\’, Richmxl Ral}ins‘un, Ru[us C. t\“(:]_‘! all EEM an office at le-: Fort. At the eml of 1836 there

were Lwenty«{ive [amilies and two hundred t\\-"eniy—ﬁve souls ua]..ling; Fort Harmony their Home.
In January 1860, an earthqualce cracked the Fort walls, Asa result, some of the walls had to be tora down to lce:ep the Fort safe for ]-i\-'ing in.
The Winter of 1861-1302 was Llevnstatmg [or the Fort. Snow and Rain el almost iucessantiy for tweniy—eig}lt tlays with the Sun never

sllining. Having been built of adohe Fort Harmony crumbled and melted in the constant moisture. The peopk- moved to the Indian Mission

Farm, today's Town of New Harmony, Other families moved to what i now known as Kanarraville and some went south.

HARMONY VALLEY & THE NATIVE AMERICANE

Harmony \r‘raUey and Fort Harmony's history is intriuatel}r intertwined with the Native American 11ist::~zjc. The Paiate Tribe occupied

Harmony Vn“ey ng: belore the pioneers came. [t was named “Somato” or the ‘Cove” and wasa place for Native American g‘atheriu;s,
the lugical spot just south of the Great Basin Divide, In the Fall of 1863 the Indian Mission was urgaﬂized alter the order of & military
unit. The Mizsion was to teach, ]kip and learn with the Native American groups jiving in the area. Native American artifacts have been

found all over the Valley.



