
John Richard Clark 
 

John Richard Clark was born about 1820 in Dublin, Dublin, Ireland. He worked as a coachman and 

fell in love outside his social class. He married Esther Clifford about 1847 in Ireland. She was known 

as “Lady Day Clifford”, from the upper class in Ireland. They left Ireland before 1848 and immigrated 

to America, because they were of different social classes and different religions.1 They had three 

children.  

 

In 1850, John was a laborer, living with his wife and daughter in New York Ward 17, New York, New 

York.2 Esther was head of the household with John, the children, and her stepbrother, living in 

Brooklyn, Kings, New York, in 1860.3 John caught gold fever and sailed from New York City to 

California by boat around the horn of South America. The boat was shipwrecked and he came in by 

raft. He went to Grass Valley, Nevada, California4 where there were two of the richest gold mines in 

California.5 He was registered as a voter in Grass Valley in 18676 so he must have been a naturalized 

citizen by then. 

 

After seven years, John sent for his family. He had to write his father-in-law in Ireland to get his wife’s 

new address in New York as she had moved.7 On the 1870 census, John was a carman, living with 

Esther and two sons (who were involved in quartz mining and milling) in Grass Valley, Nevada, 

California.8 The Clark family followed the mining districts east to Pioche, Nevada, then to Silver Reef, 

Washington, Utah Territory.9 

 

John’s son Henry was shot in a card game in Cassidy's Saloon in Silver Reef on 1 December 1878. 

An ongoing grudge between Clark and Sykes erupted in gunfire in the faro room of the saloon. Clark 

was shot and fell dead (he was unarmed). Sykes fell on him, and Jimmy Clark (John’s other son, who 

was also unarmed) fell on Sykes. While Sykes was down, he was shot twice and his skull fractured 

from blows rained on him. Those present claimed there was too much powder-smoke in the room to 

determine who inflicted the damage to Sykes. Sykes remained insensible until his death that evening. 

Jimmy Clark was arrested and held under $1,500 bail.10  

 

John buried his son in the Catholic Cemetery at Silver Reef.11 He enclosed the grave in a beautiful 

iron filigree rectangle, shipped from Russia, and erected a handsome monument.12 These details 

preclude the fact that the iron was stamped with a US foundry mark. 
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On the 1880 census, John is a miner, living with Hester and Jimmy in Silver Reef, Washington, Utah 

Territory.13 John died about 1880 in Silver Reef and was buried in the Catholic Cemetery there.14 

Esther went to live with her Jimmy’s family in Eureka, Juab, Utah, in 1900. She died 17 April 1904 in 

Eureka and was buried there.15 
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