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Henry Freudenthal was born about 1857 in California. He was the second of Five children of Henry 

Freudenthal and Louisa Hurst, a Jewish family from Germany. He never married. In 1860, his family 

was living in Bridge Port Township, Nevada, California.1 They moved to Hamilton, White Pine, 

Nevada by 1870. On the 1880 census, Henry was a miner, living with his aunt, Margaret Grambs, in 

Silver Reef, Washington, Utah Territory.2  

 

Henry was involved in one of the legends about Silver Reef. The story goes this way: Freudenthal 

and Hassell were chloriders in the Thompson & McNally on the White Reef. They put a hole into 

unusually hard rock, and suddenly the entire face of the drift gave way with a booming sound into a 

black abyss 200 feet deep. Hassell, turning the drill, sprang backward and saved himself. They saw 

an immense cave with a domed ceiling 200 feet overhead. Two hundred feet below stood a forest of 

huge trees. Ropes were procured and they descended into the forest, which turned out to be petrified, 

with strange characters inscribed, and petrified mosses covering the ground. All the petrifications 

carried silver, some assaying as high as $200 per ton.3 

 

The next week, the newspaper carried the rest of the story: “In a second cave … was found a 

beautiful Indian maiden reclining on a couch of furs in front of a lodge of skins. Close beside her knelt 

an Indian taking a drink of water from a silvery stream. All were petrified—stream, Indian and maiden. 

Yet, before we go any further, we owe an explanation in regard to the great discovery. On Christmas 

night we went to bed with Egg Nog … [which] had something to do with the construction of the cave 

of our dream … So excited were we at the time of writing the discovery that we forgot to mention it as 

a dream.”4 It seems the legend of the petrified forest came from the first account and ignored the 

second. Another clue was that the story reported in the Pioche paper was not found in the Silver Reef 

paper.5 

 

In 1885, Henry and John Carroll discovered the Slate King mine.6 In 1887, Henry was living in Pioche 

and struck a big mine in Elko County, Nevada, that promised to make him a millionaire.7 In 1893, he 

was a notary public in Elko County, Nevada8 and was running Merino sheep stock in Mountain City, 

Nevada.9 In 1896, the Freudenthal brothers made a shipment of ore from the Lyndon mine in the 

Comet District (near Pioche), to be placed on the Salt Lake City market. Henry managed the 

marketing of the lot.10 On the 1900 census, he was a quartz miner, lodging in Pioche, Lincoln, 

Nevada.11 He was the superintendent of the Bristol Copper Mining Company with an office in 

Pioche.12 Henry died 28 May 1902 in Pioche, Lincoln, Nevada, highly respected and devoted to 

mining.13 
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