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Too late I became glert to the import of the most
noteworthy landmark in our locality. It waes a petrified tree of
mammoth dimenslions lying beslde the road on the way to our ranch.

Czmere shots that we took of 1t served to link us with
one of nature's mesterpeices. The inclusion of one or more of
us in the shots identified us more conclusively with thies prized
landmark--a tree psrtislly hidden among lesgsser standing trees
it would have d@arfed t0 insignificance had it been erect in
its entirety.

¥e had not the knowledge to realize the significance of
thaet grand tree, lts relationship in a geologie past which
dates back further in time then the mind can conceive. We had
not the experience, either, to conelude that 1t could well have
been the largest petrifled tree in this country. And we did not
know that the forest, of which it was a part, extended for many
miles behind the hills szlong our route of travel.

Secure in the belief that our tree was indestructible,
that 1t was utterly unsuseptible to vandaliam, we laid our
plctures gslide, after briefly exhibiting them to friendg--and
forgot them. We could not forsee that they would, one day, become
more preclous tham mere Keepgakeg; that they would bear the

only recorded and visuasl proof of the tree's identity, its great
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slze and perfection, its very existenée.

With the picture out of sight the %tree, itself, was out
of mind, until one day my husbend revived new Intefest 1n 1t
through a story that he had picked up during the hunting
geason,’

His special hunting companion for several days had been
the late Anthony W. Ivins who was one of the stalwarts--s man
of great integrity--of the Dixie mission, as the colonlization
of Washington county, Utah was called. And this man told:my
husband that he had visited nesrly every petrified forest in
the country, including the state of Arizona and Mexico, and that
our tree, near Jaczison spring, was the largest one that he had
ever seen.

I do not know whether any one ever attempted to measure it
or not; it never occured to me to 40 so. And, %00, its under
gide was partially embedded in the earth. However, I had believed
that five feet would be a close estimate of 1its diameter, but a
nelghboring rancher, the oldest in age as well as in residence
in this locality, assured me recently that it was all of six
feet through.

So great wes Anthony W. Ivins' regard for this priceless
neturael work of art that he expressed a Zeen desire to have &
pilece of the fossll wood for a headstone at his burial place
when he should have passed on. I was gratified to learn not long
ago that his wish had been carried out; that & fossil wood
headstone had been placed at his grave in Selt Lake City--bkewn
from gsmaller pleces from eanother locaslity. That, of course, had
been my confident deduction--providing the stone had been placed;

I coculd not conceive of a man of his zesthetic stature wanting
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t0 despoil that one perfect speciman.

Thnere were thoge, however, their conacientious scruples
not sO0 marked, who saw a simple way to obtain sn everlasting
buildiné reterisl and to0 exploit in this ruthlesgss way one of the
iocality's wonders. Many of 1its broken parts went into, what
proved to be, an unsuccessful minature golf coﬁrse.

My husband ani I hed been hearing rumors of this use of
fogsll wood, and we began t0 wonder abcut our blg tree. We
investigsted; it was gone! or all except that part--the larger
portion toward the smaller eni--which lies safely bu?ied benesath
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I was stunned at this vandaliem. I géé fillei;with'fegréﬁl'?
that gome one--perhaps myseif--hsd not seen fit to taze the
proper steps that would have led to safeguarding it against
wanton destruction. But the mischief was-done; no good could
come of regretg or recrimingticna. :

Without an adequate inowledge of geology, I had believed
that our arid mountains had once given rise to a noble specles
of trees which had petrified where they grewv an unknown number
of aeons ago. My ego suffered a set-back when I 1earneﬁ‘ that
the original Erees were not native to our IOcality"églatedly,
I determined to find out as mich of the tréth abbdé-them as
possible. l

One intrigueing clue that I came across in my search was
a beautiful pilece of bone white fossll wood owned by a friend
in st. George, It‘had been found somewhere between Jacison
spring and the 91 highway, a scope of country about nine miles
long.8earching for other specizcis would be like hunting for

the proverbial needle in the haystack. And I might never have
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found any but for a fellow rancher who gave me two ltems of

“information.

For the first, he gave me “he locstion of a forest of
petrified wood, including white wood. The second seemed oo
unreglistic to be traet a fortune in uranium hed been found in
a tree in the petrified forest in Arizona--a story to set any
one's pulses racing.

While waiting for a favorable time to hunt out the locatlon
of the white foésil wood, I went to Arthur Bruhn, geology teacher
at the Dixle College in St. George, for a story on the fossil
wood . Judging by the looks of samples of rocks I had plcked up
on each side of the big tree's location and.from information
obtained from a Dixile College student, who did his Master's
thesis oOn tﬁe geology of this area, MNr. Bréhn offered me this
informationt

The fossil wood appears t© have come from the Petrified
Foregt Member of the Chinle Formatioﬁ, , the same formation
that besrs the wood in the Petrified Forest Of Arizonas and in
the valley of Fire ln Nevada.

. The wood is believed to hsve been carried into this area
by streams during the Triassic period of the geologic past. The
Trisgsic is the earliest of the periods of the Mesozlac era,
known as the age of Dinosaurs. Dinosaur footprints from the
same Chinle formation in Zion Natlonal Park in southern Utah
have been secured by the Dixle ¢ollege department. However, they
are not 1n the Petrified Forest Member.

Petrified wood forms when carbonacéous material, of which
che wood is originally tormed, 1s replaced by silicious material,

the same essential material thet makes up sand and quartzite.
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The Petrifled Forest Member, aside from the wood 1t
containg, is largely msde up of bentonite, originally voleanle
agh. The volecsnoes from whence the ash came may have been asg frar
eway &8s California. The wood was originally carried 1ln here over
160, 000,000 years ago.

My husband and I took time out on a recent trip to gt.
George, t0 locate the white fogsil wood that our neighbor had
given directions for finding. We cut through & wide, smooth gap,
thickly dotted with junipers, which divided in two a long rock-
encrusted ridge just a short distznce off the rosd. The land
Aropped abruptly Just beyond the gep end a small waterway
intersected the point of hiilside at our right. At the bottiom
of this waterway or wagh, we found the btone white wood.

After gsthering a number of gpecimens of the whilte wood
and locating innumerable begutifal pleces of dark wood to our
ieft, we followed the watercourse to the top of the hill} to.our
right. Scattered over the entire hillside, we found an sbundance
of the brown fossil wood. There were literally hundreds oI large
fragments, possibly a toot and a haly cr two feet across and
several feet long--gections from larger trees, but no entire
trees.

I have been to0ld thst at the end of the ridge or there-
abouts a2 whole large tree, its limbs intact still;, 1is tO be
found, but I have not yet verified thls rumor.

At the top of the hill, we found several monuments such
a8 are used in iocating mining claims. Curiously, we removed
the topmost roeck andi read the nctices we found, being careful
t0 replace them as we had found them. The nsmes theron were not

familiar so sre not important to us. What captured our lnstant
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attentlion was that they were posted in the interest of uranium
and tantalum, a fact we instently connected with the Arizona
petrified wood uranium story, and had we not known differently,

would havé connected with the disappearance of our own big tree.
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