
History of Grazing  Blurb

Let’s start by skimming through the pages of the 1958 Dixie Roundup pamphlet printed by the St. George 
Lion’s Club. https://wchsutah.org/documents/dixie-roundup-1958.pdf  About four pages from the end is 
an advertisement for the 18th Annual Southern Utah Livestock show at Cedar City.  

You should get a good idea of how important 
raising livestock was to our community
back then.

The early Mormon settlers located a number of 
grasslands around the county and on the Arizona 
Strip where cooperative herds of livestock could 
be grazed including Hebron to the NW and Pipe 
Springs to the SE. 

January 31, 1871  Deseret News
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March 14, 1877  Deseret News

This announcement printed in the Deseret News 
was intended to alert those who would be 
attending the April General Conference which 
was going to be held in the newly completed 
Temple, that seating was limited and that there  
was not a suitable place to graze livestock in or 
near St. George.   

July 6, 1890  Salt Lake Herald 

By the late 1880s, cattle and sheep ranching had 
evolved into profitable ventures for both local 
settlers and outside large operators like Preston 
Nutter, who purchased water rights for grazing in 
Kane County and the Arizona Strip.   
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February 1, 1906  Iron County Record

Initially, the Department of Agriculture allowed 
6,000 head of cattle and horses on the Dixie 
Forest Reserve but sheep were banned.  The was a 
charge for 20 cents a head for the summer season. 

Go to https://wchsutah.org/documents/splitting-
raindrops.pdf for more on the history of Dixie 
Forest Reserve. 

February 27, 1904  Washington County News

The Dixie Forest Reserve was created in 1905 by 
Congress. The chief forester Gifford Pinchot 
solicited the cooperation of St. George citizens 
and ranchers in this 1904 column which appeared 
in the Washington County News. The locals 
including church authorities were supportive 
because they had experienced the effects of 
overgrazing by outside outfits depending only 
upon the open range policy of the General Land 
Office. 

The Forest Reserve lands were withdrawn from 
entry by new homesteaders in 1904, and local 
ranchers had to limit the number of livestock they 
could graze on Forest Reserve lands. 
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 August 4, 1927  Washington County News

The son of Washington County’s famed surveyor, 
J. M. Macfarlane became president of the Utah 
Cattle and Horsegrowers Association. He became 
an advocate for regulation of the pubic domain to 
protect local ranchers from large transient herds 
that relied on the open range policy.  

Increasingly, raising livestock for a living became 
a way of life in Washington County and the 
Arizona Strip. The Dixie Stock Growers Bank 
opened for business in May of 1921 across the 
street from the St. George Tabernacle with 
$60,000 of reserve capital. 

Dixie Stock Growers Bank (1921) 
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The Utah State Agricultural College (later 
USU) became interested in range science. In 
particular, professor John A. Widtsoe who 
had published studies and a book (Dry 
Farming 1911) began to advocate for the 
practice of dry farming.  

In some areas of southern Utah, where 
grazing had been the most economically 
viable use, clearing the land, seeding it with 
wheatgrass or other perennial grasses became 
feasible. The practice effectively reduced the 
available range available for livestock use.  

Dry Farming, John A. Widtsoe 1911 

APPENDIX 

2013 Allan Savory TED talk  
https://www.ted.com/talks/
allan_savory_how_to_fight_desertification_a
nd_reverse_climate_change?language=en 

2017 Sierra Club rebuttal  
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2017-2-
march-april/feature/allan-savory-says-more-
cows-land-will-reverse-climate-change 

2021 Richard Teague Holistic Grazing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aVNmM5dkG-Y 
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