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For The Spectrum & Daily News

ST. GEORGE — Meet: 
Sculptor Jerry Anderson.

About 12 miles north of 
St. George, off Interstate 
15, Jerry Anderson and 
the Leeds-Silver Reef 
Museum will be featured 
on the “Arts to Zion” 
Artists Studio Tour during 
the Martin Luther King 
holiday weekend.

Anderson may greet 
you inside the Wells Fargo 
Building, where he shapes 
bronze into pioneers, pin-
tos and Plato. He’s there 
Jan. 14-16 for the tour.

He arrived at the ar-
tistic life after 20 years 
producing structural and 
ornamental iron works in 
Southern California. In 
1981, Anderson and his 
wife, Fawn, built a home 
and a studio in Silver 
Reef. After working in the 
steel business, Anderson 
took his inspiration from 
the desert southwest to be-
come a full-time artist.

Born in Las Vegas in 
1935, Anderson grew up 
all over the west as his fa-
ther drilled wells. Those 
boyhood experiences and 
memories created his on-
going interest in the Old 
West.

Anderson has received 
awards in top western art 
shows, including twice 
“Best of Show” awards 
in sculpture at the west-
ern artists of America an-
nual exhibit and “Best of 

Show” at the American-
Canadian Classic in 
Billings, Mont.

He’s won first place 
and People’s Choice at the 
Death Valley 49ers show 
in California. His work 
is in private and pub-
lic collections, including 
the Favell Museum col-
lection in Oregon where 
he received the Western 
Heritage Award in 1989.

Anderson is artist in res-
idence at Southern Utah 
University, where his “Old 
Sorrel” is the Founder’s 
Monument on campus in 
Cedar City. The horse, leg-
end has it, helped settlers 
build Cedar City. 

For more information 
about the tour, visit the 
Community Arts Center, 
86 S. Main St., St. George, 
call 216-2651 or log onto 
www.ArtstoZion.com.

Artist Jerry Anderson will be featured during the “Arts to 
Zion” Artists Studio Tour on Jan. 14 to 16. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Sculptor to take part 
in Artists Studio Tour

Jerry Anderson, a sculptor, 
will be found inside the 
Wells Fargo Building in 
Silver Reef during the “Arts 
to Zion” Artists Studio Tour 
on Jan. 14 to 16. 

ART

By Susan Crook
For The Spectrum & Daily News

ST. GEORGE — Historic 
buildings in the St. George 
Downtown Historic 
District will be open for 
guided public tours Jan. 
14 as part of the Heritage 
Days Sesquicentennial 
celebration.

How many opera houses 
got their start as wine cel-
lars? How many opera 
houses have also been sugar 
beet seed processing plants?

The St. George Opera 
House is probably unique on 
both counts. If you walked 
up Main Street to 200 North 
in 1980 you would have seen 
a group of vacant buildings 
on a neglected lot.

Imagine this same cor-
ner on a lovely evening in 
1880. Theater-goers are 
buzzing with anticipation as 
they hurry to their seats to 
view the latest production 
of the St. George Dramatic 
Association.

In this vat-to-riches story, 
the humble wine cellar 
went through a glass slip-
per transformation that 
made it the cultural hub of 
St. George and its environs 
for more than 50 years. 
What started in 1864 as the 
Gardener Club’s stone-lined 
hillside dugout for the stor-
age of Dixie wine got an 
upper story and a sizable 
addition between 1877 and 
1880 thanks to the recently-
formed Builders Union.

After the completion of 
the courthouse (1876), taber-
nacle (1876), and St. George 
Temple (c. 1877), the men 
who had learned their trades 
on these buildings decided to 
form an organization known 
as the Builders Union to pro-

mote building in the area.
Miles P. Romney, son of 

pioneer architect/builder 
Miles Romney, was chosen 
as their director. One of the 
first projects was to build 
an addition to the wine cel-
lar and convert the structure 
to a social hall, in later years 
known as the St. George 
Opera House.

It probably didn’t hurt that 
Romney was also a member 
of the St. George Dramatic 
Association and performed 
in many of the local plays 
produced by them.

To accommodate dramatic 
productions, the wooden 
floor had an ingenious struc-
ture, with a pivot at the west 
end that allowed it to be 
tilted down approximately 
four feet to give the audience 
a better view of the stage on 
the east. The raked floor, and 
a hand-me-down curtain and 
sets from a bankrupt New 
York opera company sent 
home by an alert, commu-
nity-minded Mormon mis-
sionary, made for a first-rate 
performance hall.

The St. George Social Hall 
Company, which owned and 

managed the Opera House, 
probably should have taken 
fewer squash and more cash 
in payment for tickets. In 
August 1900, with no assets 
other than the building, they 
were forced to relinquish 
title to the LDS Church to 
pay a debt. The shows still 
went on under the new man-
agement but attendance at 
live performances declined 
as movies become more 
popular.

In the 1930s the LDS 
Church transferred the prop-
erty to the Utah and Idaho 
Sugar Company, which con-
verted it to a mill for clean-
ing sugar beet seed. The op-
era house was modified to 
accommodate the beet seed 
processing equipment and 
several warehouses were 
constructed adjacent to it. 

After U&I Sugar closed 
the mill the complex sat va-
cant and forlorn.

When Mayor Karl Brooks, 
Sun Capital Bank President 
John Allen and St. George 
Economic Development 
Director Bob Nicholson 
looked at the site, they saw 
not a derelict mill but an arts 

center with the Opera House 
once more resplendent as its 
crowning jewel.

The vision became a real-
ity with a campaign led by 
Elaine Alder to raise aware-
ness and funds — around 
$700,000 from generous do-
nors — that resulted in res-
toration of the Opera House 
and its rededication in 1996.

Alder credited local archi-
tect and current St. George 
Preservation Commission 
chair Kim Campbell with 
being “ingenious in keeping 
the structure within bud-
get and still fitting for the 
Pioneer Center.” Several of 
the warehouses on the site 
were also rehabbed to be-
come The Social Hall and 
the St. George Art Museum. 
The complex, known as the 
Pioneer Center for the Arts, 
is owned and operated by the 
City of St. George.

Tours of the Opera 
House and other downtown 
historic buildings will be 
conducted by St. George 
Historic Preservation 
Commissioners, St. George 
Live! actors and Washington 
County Historical Society 
board members from noon 
to 4 p.m. Jan. 14.

Tour maps are online at 
the St. George City website 
and will be available at the 
Social Hall and at each his-
toric building the day of the 
event. Tours are free and 
open to the public. Contact 
Craig Harvey at 627-4235 for 
more information.

Susan Crook is the Central 
and Southern Utah Field 
Representative for Utah 
Heritage Foundation, Utah’s 
statewide historic preserva-
tion nonprofit. She lives in St. 
George.

Opera House stars during historic 
buildings tour in Dixie’s downtown

ABOVE LEFT: The St. George Opera House is seen in this 
May 2010 photo. COURTESY OF CRAIG J. HARVEY  ABOVE RIGHT: 
The old Social Hall in St. George was at one time used as 
a sugar beet seed plant by Utah-Idaho Sugar Company. 
COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

See more photos of historic downtown St. George 
online at www.thespectrum.com/photos.
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Temperature St. George Cedar City

Precipitation (in inches)

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, 
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, 
r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

City                   Hi Lo W      Hi Lo W

The Sun                        Rise                Set

The Moon                     Rise                Set

City                   Hi Lo W      Hi Lo W

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s highs 

and tonight’s lows.

The higher the AccuWeather.com 
UV Index™ number, the greater the 

need for eye and skin protection. 
0-2 Low; 3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 

8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m.
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Last FirstFull New

Jan 16 Jan 30Jan 9 Jan 23

High 61° 55°
Low 28° 22°
Normal high 52° 41°
Normal low 30° 16°
Record high 69° (1918) 62° (1956)
Record low 6° (1912) -16° (1949)

24 hrs ending 6 p.m. 0.00 0.00
Month to date 0.00 0.00
Normal month to date 0.21 0.12
Year to date 0.00 0.00
Normal year to date 0.21 0.12
Record for date 0.65 (1991) 0.44 (1989)

Statistics are through 6 p.m. yesterday

52° 43° 47°

Mostly sunny 
and cooler

42° 15°49° 17°

Mostly sunny

22°

Mostly sunnyPartly sunny

46° 16° 19°

Breezy with 
plenty of sun

27°

Sunshine and 
patchy clouds

Sunny to 
partly cloudy

54° 26°

Mostly sunny

56° 31°55°54°59° 36°

Sunny to 
partly cloudy

60° 35° 34°

Mostly sunny 
and breezyMostly sunny

57° 34° 33°

Mostly sunny

55° 33°

Mostly sunnySunshine

Albuquerque         54 33 s         56 32 s
Anchorage            13 6 sn       14 6 sf
Atlanta                   54 37 s         60 49 s
Billings                  52 32 pc      44 21 s
Boise                     50 29 c         39 29 pc
Boston                   38 26 pc      40 36 pc
Chicago                 46 33 pc      46 29 pc
Dallas                     66 39 s         69 39 s
Denver                   66 36 s         52 23 pc
Detroit                    36 30 c         44 32 pc
El Paso                  58 35 s         61 36 s
Honolulu                80 65 s         81 64 s
Kansas City           60 36 s         54 29 pc
Las Vegas              68 45 s         68 42 s
Los Angeles          82 54 s         72 52 pc
Miami                     70 53 pc      73 57 s
Minneapolis          45 31 pc      40 23 pc
Nashville               53 36 s         60 45 s
New Orleans         68 54 pc      67 56 c
New York City        42 32 pc      48 40 pc
Oklahoma City      66 34 s         65 31 s
Phoenix                 78 47 s         74 47 pc
Portland, OR         50 33 sh       44 31 pc
San Francisco       58 45 pc      55 42 pc
Seattle                   48 34 sh       43 32 c
Washington, DC    44 31 s         54 37 pc

Forecasts and graphics provided 
by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2012
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 Today Fri.

Escalante              53 26 s         53 23 s
Kanab                    57 30 s         57 26 s
Logan                    46 17 pc      37 15 s
Manti                      52 29 s         49 24 s
Milford                   54 21 s         52 24 s
Moab                      53 27 s         52 20 s
Monticello             50 30 s         47 27 s
Ogden                    52 30 pc      46 29 s
Price                      50 23 s         47 21 s
Provo                     50 26 pc      42 26 s
Salt Lake City       54 30 pc      44 27 s
Tooele                    52 29 pc      46 28 s
Vernal                    40 14 s         35 10 s
Wendover              44 23 pc      38 25 s

Today                         7:48 a.m.        5:31 p.m.
Friday                         7:48 a.m.        5:32 p.m.
Saturday                     7:48 a.m.        5:33 p.m.

Today                        2:38 p.m.        4:37 a.m.
Friday                        3:27 p.m.        5:31 a.m.
Saturday                    4:22 p.m.        6:23 a.m.

 Today Fri.

Member 
SIPC

Change
+21.04
Closed

12,418.42

Change
+0.24
Closed

1,277.30

Change
-0.36

Closed
2,648.36

MMM 3M COMPANY 84.18 +0.69 68.63 - 98.19

ABT ABBOTT LABS 56.50 -0.22 45.07 - 56.84

T AT&T 30.43 +0.05 27.20 - 31.94

BAC BANK OF AMERICA 5.81 +0.01 4.92 - 15.31

BRK B BERKSHIRE CL B 76.80 +0.88 65.35 - 87.65

BP BP PLC ADR 44.75 +0.61 33.62 - 49.50

CVX CHEVRON 110.18 -0.19 86.68 - 110.99

CSCO CISCO SYSTEMS 18.99 +0.36 13.30 - 22.34

KO COCA-COLA CO 69.70 -0.44 61.29 - 71.77

COP CONOCOPHILLIPS 73.82 -0.35 58.65 - 81.80

COST COSTCO WHOLESAL 84.07 -0.53 69.54 - 88.68

CTL CENTURYLINK INC 37.09 -0.24 31.16 - 46.78

XOM EXXON MOBIL 86.02 +0.02 67.03 - 88.23

FDX FEDEX CORP 84.96 -0.21 64.07 - 98.66

GCI GANNETT CO INC 13.72 -0.09 8.28 - 18.93

GE GENERAL ELEC CO 18.56 +0.20 14.02 - 21.65

GOOG GOOGLE 668.28 +2.87 473.02 - 668.15

HOLX HOLOGIC INC 17.91 +0.07 13.90 - 23.24

HD HOME DEPOT INC 42.74 +0.60 28.13 - 42.90

INTC INTEL CORP 25.11  +0.57 19.16 - 25.78

IBM INTL BUS MACHINE 185.54 -0.76 146.64 - 194.90

JNJ JOHNSON&JOHNSON 65.48 -0.40 57.50 - 68.05

LOW LOWES COMPANIES 26.47 +0.95 18.07 - 27.45

MCD MCDONALDS COPR 99.39 +0.55 72.14 - 101.59

MRK MERCK & CO 38.34 +0.04 29.47 - 38.56

MSFT MICROSOFT CP 27.40 +0.64 23.65 - 29.46

NEE NEXTERA ENERGY 58.80 -0.15 49.00 - 61.20

PEP PEPSICO INC 66.74 +0.34 58.50 - 71.89

PFE PFIZER INC 21.77 -0.20 16.63 - 22.00

PG PROCTER & GAMBLE 66.80 -0.03 57.56 - 67.72

STR QUESTAR CORP 19.63 -0.14 16.36 - 20.17

SRE SEMPRA ENERGY 55.27 +0.44 44.78 - 55.97

SKYW SKYWEST INC 12.98 +0.13 10.47 - 17.28

SYY SYSCO CORP 29.00 -0.18 25.09 - 32.76

UPS UNITED PARCEL B 73.84 -0.32 60.74 - 77.00

UTX UNITED TECH CP 75.05 +0.39 66.87 - 91.83

USB US BANCORP 27.57 -0.01 20.10 - 28.94

VZ VERIZON COMMS 39.21 -0.52 32.28 - 40.48

WAG WALGREEN CO 32.83 -0.23 30.34 - 45.34

DIS WALT DISNEY CO 38.85 +0.54 28.19 - 44.34

WMT WAL-MART STORES 59.71 -0.62 48.31 - 61.06

WFC WELLS FARGO & CO 28.56 +0.13 22.58 - 34.25

ZION ZIONS BANCORP 17.14 +0.38 13.18 - 25.60

Co. Description Price Change 52 wk H-L

Closing Prices for 
Selected Stocks

Dow Jones Ind.

Standard & Poors 500

Nasdaq


